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1. Status and Empowerment of Women in India

Dr. Inderjit Kaur Kalsi
(Principal)

Ramgarhia Girls College, Miller Ganj, Ludhiana

Abstract: This paper revolves around the basic questionustadbf women and women
empowerment in India. Feminism refers to any idgplthat seeks total equality in rights for
women and people who self-identify as women, ystlaibugh improving the status of females.
Feminism is rooted in ending men's historical powegr women. Feminism particularly focuses
on issues that disproportionately hurt females.

Feminist activism in India gained momentum in the 11970s. One of the first national-level
issues that brought women's groups together wasviitbura rape case. The acquittal of
policemen accused of raping a young girl Mathuraairpolice station led to country-wide
protests in 1979-1980. The protests, widely covebgdthe national media, forced the
Government to amend the Evidence Act, the Crinfimatedure Code, and the Indian Penal
Code; and created a new offence, custodial rapendfe activists also united over issues such
as female infanticide, gender bias, women's healtdmen's safety, and women's literacy.

The status of women India is strongly connectefdrnaly relations. In India, the family is seen
as crucially important, and in most of the counting family unit is patrilineal. Families are
usually multi-generational, with the bride movirgylive with the in-laws. Families are usually
hierarchical, with the elders having authority owbe younger generations, and the males over
females.

Keywords: Ahilyabai Holkar, Arthashastra, Bhakti Movement,ali De-communalise,
Iniquitous, Muktabai, Muslim Personal Law, PolyapdPolygamy, , Rani Lakshmibai, Razia
Sultana, Sabha, Samiti, Sati, Sayambhar.

Introduction: The status of women in India has been subject doyngreat changes over the
past few millennia. With a decline in their statbem the ancient to medieval times, to the

promotion of equal rights by many reformers, tr&dry of women in India has been eventful. In
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modern India, women have held high offices inclgdinat of the President, Prime Minister, and
Speaker of the Lok Sabha,leader of the oppositioipn  ministers, chief
ministers and governors. Women'’s rights are secureter the Constitution of India — mainly,
equality, dignity, and freedom from discriminatidarther, India has various statutes governing
the rights of women.

However, women in India continue to face numerowblems, including violent victimisation
through rape, acid throwing, dowry killings, makitape, and the forced prostitution of young
girls. In 2012, the Thomson Reuters Foundationedrkdia as the worst G20 country in which
to be a womanWomen have been treated as ‘objects’ by the nuptinated society in India
and elsewhere. Women are treated as inferior im then families. They are usually at the
receiving end. This is generally true of familieddnging to all castes and classes, but it is more
often found among those groups who are still uniher influence of feudalism or have
feudalistic lifestyles and values. Even the neb-iic the countryside have put restrictions on
women’s higher education, migration and jobs. Thet fis that women have been made
dependent by men and by the social milieu they lcasated for them.

The position of women in India has not always bserniquitous. In the rigvedic civilisation,
women enjoyed equal status with men. Vedic periogeneral was a very advanced period.
Women received education, had jobs, had the freeddothoose one’s partner, widows had the
right to remarry; to say the least women livedttiges at par with men. Women and men both
shared equal status. Political rights were shletdeen husband and wife in a couple. This
policy was followed even in larger bodies like #@bh& and the samitiMany women of the
upper class would host swayamwars to choose thHgahdsof their choice. Marriage remained a
huge affair though it happened with the conseittadh the parties.

The most overlooked fact was the sheer number ofiemoscholars. Some names include Gargi,
Matreiyi, Ahilya, Kripa devi, Ambika Devi, Lilavatand others. They were also allowed to study
and teach in prestigious universities like Nalanf@shashila, and Vikramshila among others.
They weren'’t treated like Goddesses but certainbrgnteed equality

But all this changed with time. In later-Vedic metithe position of women degraded and evil
practices such as dowry came into practice. Therl\édic Society and Civilization witnessed
far-reaching changes in the sphere of caste sy3teentraditional four classes such as Brahmins,

Kshatriya, Vaishya and Sudra, still existed durthgs period. However, various sub-castes
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sprang up in addition to the traditional four castehe high position occupied by women in the
Age of the Rig-Veda was no longer prevalent in Hgs. They lost their right of Upanayana and
the right to perform religious rites and the rightjoin in political affairs. Though we hear the
names of Gargi and Maitreyi, whose scholarship igaegnized by the society as whole women
lost their earlier status.

The marriage rules became discriminating towards ihde. The women lost their earlier
freedom and equality which they enjoyed in domebtee Polygamy became more general.
Polyandry also appeared in a restricted way. Peapleted to have a male child. Birth of a
female child was unwelcome. Dowry system becamailpopWomen during the Later Vedic
Period were looked as inferior in status. Womenewiszated as objects for fulfilment of passion
and not as partners of men. In the Later Vedicli@ation, they lost political and economic
rights and were deprived from inheritance to propsr

In Later Vedic period, the position that the wonfielk enjoyed in the early Vedic society, was
not retained. Although women could select theitdams! in an assembly called "sayambhar’. But
in most cases the women had to lead an unhappyeadifie. This was simply because their
husbands were allowed to have more than one wimdstlas was especially quite common
among the upper classes of the ancient Indian tyo€baracteristics of the status of upper-caste
women in later centuries were that early marriaggese advocated, often even pre-puberty
marriages. A widow was expected to live in ausgehbtt in case of the Kshatriya caste a women
was supposed to become a ‘Sathe earliest historical evidence for this prastiates from
AD. 510.

Manu assigns to the Women of Vedic age, a posafarependence, if not of subordination. The
Arthasastra attests to considerable restraintseglaan their movements. In the post Vedic
period, women started being discriminated agaidatation and other rights. Even Buddha did
little to uplift their position. Child marriage haktreme emphasis on physical chastity of women
and unqguestioned obedience to husband led to msigeedeterioration of her position. Widow
Remarriage was permissible up to the times of KautMegasthenes has stated that Brahmanas
did not communicate knowledge of philosophy to rtheives. The spirit of the time was to
relegate women to inferior status. In the Smrist&es as well, as in Manu and Yajnavalkya, it
has been mentioned in strongest terms that wonmrdhbe honoured. But then again Manu has
given absolute rights to men to inflict corporalnmhment on her and discard her if she said
anything disagreeable to him. Thus, a contradidticithe rules of treatment to women was there.
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Manu’s system continued for long after the Maurpaniod in the Indian society. Vatsyayana’s
Kamasutra depicted the daily life of the rich artbstacrats. Women participated in poetic
recitations and compositions were heard in gathgerifihe courtesan was a very normal feature
of urban life. Kalidasa has mentioned the presefeeany Devdasis in Ujjain and Hiuen Tsang
also spoke about their presence. They were commatheé Chola temples. Devdasis were
dedicated to-the-temple at birth or when quite ypwsome of them attained training in dance
and music and some retained the status of ordslames for the service of the gods. Later on,
the system degenerated. However, the courtesamu@mer class women enjoyed freedom and
were respected in society. Besides these womeastanvajority toiled in the fields and homes.
Their condition worsened in the tenth century.

When British came to India around 1700s the womeneva subjugated lot. In the beginning
they remained aloof from personal lives of IndiaBat with time when people like Raja Ram
Mohan Roy and Swami Vivekananda urged them to deesiming for the protection of women,
they passed certain laws against the practice ai”“and widow remarriage. Although they
never bothered about its implementation, so it gelypained on paper. If these laws helped it
was so small a number that it did not mattered auv yes it did made people especially women
aware about one’s worth which in the future plageckry important role.

The women’s movement in India began as a sociatmeimovement in the nineteenth century.
The Western ideas of liberty, equality, and fratgrivere being imbibed by the educated elite
through the study of English. Western liberalismswia extend to the women’s question and
translate into awareness on the status of women.

In India, the tradition of women’s struggles andvexments against patriarchal institutions of
gender injustice, have been weak when compardtetavdmen’s movements in the Western and
European societies. In fact, women'’s fight agathst oppression of patriarchy has been rather
slow in emerging.

Most of the women’s writings of the eighteenth ceptreveal disenchantméntith the
prevalence of patriarchy and gender injusticeserattman any kind of active resistance or revolt
against them. Women did try to go against the rdal®inated world (for example, by joining
the Bhakti Movement).

The nineteenth century women found themselveslyatappressed and subjugated by the male
patriarchal ideologies and attitudes of those timd®ugh there was a feminist identity
consciousness and awareness of their plight. Howéve awareness did not get translated into
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an open andrganized struggle for selfhood and survivBhough there were feelings of
deprivation and anger against the injustices womere facing, these remained mostly latent
and at the most, sometimes mildly open.

Readings of texts, religious, political, culturagcial—oral stories, mythology, folklore, fables,
songs, jokes, proverbs, and sayings reveal thatemtsrsubordination has existed in different
forms since time immemorial. Of course, there hbgen acts of resistance at different times
throughout the Indian history, though these hawentsporadit

There are numerous stories of how women questi@metl went against the establishment,
personified in the deeds of Razia Sultana, Ranishakbai of Jhansi, Ahilyabai Holkar,
Muktabai, and so on. Women throughout history meifierts to break free from the bonds of
oppression they had to face by virtue of theirbMany women belonging to the various castes
joined the Bhakti Movement. The saints stood upefgual rights of men and women. It resulted
in some amount of social freedom for women. Thipéxin freeing women from the drudg@ry
and restrictions of domestic life.The Bhakti Moverh&as an egalitarian movement that cut
across gender and caste discriminations. Some wanem as Mira Bai, Akkamahadevi, and
Janaki became leading poetesses.

Indian culture became accessible to women alsmtSailso encouraged the worship of the
feminine counterparts of male Gods (Narayan-Lakshirishna-Radha, Vishnu-Lakshmi),
which indirectly helped to elevate the status ofmeo. There is a distinction between pre-
independence and post-Independence women’'s movenmenindia. The pre-independence
movements were essentially about social reformsimitidted by men. In comparison, the post-
independence movement demanded gender equalitstiojued gender-based division of labour
and highlighted the oppressive nature of the exgsfiatriarchal structure. In the euphdtiaf
post-independence, it was believed that womentsistaould dramatically improve along with
other marginalized groups because they were nowntsters of their destiny.

However, when this was not achieved there was anrgg” of various movements which raised
a number of issues around diverse subjects sudndsights, wages, security of employment,
equality, etc. Some of the issues on which womdnagether were work, population policies,
atrocities on women, including rape and liquor.eAfindia gained independence from British

rule in 1947, it was the Congress party that casmpower and formed the Government. The
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government made certain attempts to fulfil the psa® it had made to women during the pre-
independence period, and also in the initial peradtr independence. While framing the
Constitution of India, it included the very imparntaaspect of equality of men and women in all
spheres of life.

Women’ Legal and Constitutional Rights in India

Times changed and multiple programs were starteentpower the women so that they can
come out of the above situation and live the lifghwdignity and positive attitude. Indian
government also took many steps to eliminate gerdisparity in fields of education,
employment, decision making, and other domainsiziegl that country’s sustainable
development is possible only is women of the cquate empowered. To mention the important
actions of government of India were setting up dfeTMinistry for Women & Child
Development drive the holistic development of womand children in the country.
Swayamsidha Program to establish women’s self-gedpips which will empower women to
have increased access to all kinds of resourcéshiya are denied, in addition to increasing their
awareness and skills. Setting up of National Corasimsfor Women to exclusively help women
via the Constitution — by reviewing Legal and Cdnsibnal safeguards for women,
recommending remedial legislative measures, byitiaong quick redressal of grievances and by
advising the Government of India on all policy readt affecting women. Many Laws were
passed to protect the women from domestic violeMamy Constitutional improvements have
been done. The principle of gender equality is Bnet in the Indian Constitution in its
Preamble, equality to women, but also empowers Stade to adopt measures of positive
discrimination in favour of women for neutralizilige cumulative socio economic, education
and political Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Butiend Directive Principles. The
Constitution not only grants disadvantages facethbyn. Within the framework of a democratic
polity, our laws, development policies, Plans andgpmmmes have aimed at women’s
advancement in different spheres. India has algbechvarious international conventions and
human rights instruments committing to secure eqgats of women. Key among them is the
ratification of the Convention on Elimination of IAforms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) in 1993.

Constitutional Provisions for women are as under:
1. Article 14, confers on men and women equal righd apportunities in political,

economic and social sphere.
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2. Article 15, prohibits, discrimination against anitizen on grounds of religion, race,
caste, sex etc.

3. Article 16, provides for equality of opportunitiesatters relating to employment or
appointment to any office under the state.

4. Article 39(a) (d), mentions policy security of statquality for both men and women the
right to a means of livelihood and equal pay fanagvork for both men and women.

5. Article 42; direct the State to make provision émsuring just and humane conditions of

work and maternity relief.

Legal Provisions for women are as under:

1. Factories Act 1948: Under this Act, a woman carbeforced to work beyond 8 hours
and prohibits employment of women except betwelrvb and 7 P.M.

2. Maternity Benefit Act 1961A Woman is entitled 12 weeks maternity leave wiih
wages.

3. The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961Under the provisions of this Act demand of dowry
either before marriage, during marriage and or dfte marriage is an offence.

4. The Equal Remuneration Act of 1976: This act presiequal wages for equal work: It
provides for the payment of equal wages to both arehwomen workers for the same
work or work of similar nature. It also prohibitssdrimination against women in the
matter of recruitment.

5. The Child Marriage Restrain Act of 1976: This eaises the age for marriage of a girl to
18 years from 15 years and that of a boy to 21syear

6. Indian Penal Code: Section 354 and 509 safegulaedsterests of women.

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 19The Act safeguards women from
unnecessary and compulsory abortions.

8. Amendments to Criminal Law 1983, which provides #ompunishment of 7 years in
ordinary cases and 10 years for custodial rapescase

9. 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendment Aeserved 1/3rd seats in Panchayat and
Urban Local Bodies for women.

10.The National Commission for Women Act99Q The Commission was set up in
January, 1992 to review the Constitutional andlleggeguards for women.

11. The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993:

12. Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Actp30This Act protects women from

any act/conduct/omission/commission that harmsjrég or potential to harm is to be
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considered as domestic violence. It protects the@ofrom physical, sexual, emotional,
verbal, psychological, economic abuse.

13. Protection of Women against Sexual Harassmentakplace Bill, 2010: on November
4, 2010, the Government introduced protection of"Wp against Sexual Harassment at
Workplace Bill, 2010, which aims at protecting tvemen at workplace not only to
women employee but also to female clients, custpstadents, and research scholars in
colleges and universities patients in hospitalse Bill was passed in Lok Sabha on
3.9.2012.]

In the two decades that followed, 1950s and 196@se was a lull in the activities of feminists
and in the women’s movements in India. Women, h@newstarted realizing that the
constitutional promise of equality did not by ifsedsolve the equality questions, especially in a
country as diverse as India, which comprises differeligions and cultures. The challenge of
addressing inequality within women remains tillstdiay. The women’s movement has not been
able to “decommunalise” the issue. Women'’s orgdiura and feminists did not know how to
deal with the problems of women belonging to ddfer religious groups. By the time the
feminist movement stepped into the 1970s, minadigntities had begun to harden. This divisive
environment affected Muslim women.

Religious fundamentalists tried to place the on@ispr@serving religio-cultural identity on
women. This identity syndrome, with women in thatee, diverted attention away from Muslim
women’s grim realities and the deviations from #ual Islamic position. Having been a
secular movement, the women’s movement found ifaelhg a difficult challenge that it did not
know how to handle. On the conceptual level, Indi@minists were in a dilemma: how to
assimilate Muslim women’s issues into broader feshiissues and, at the same time, safeguard
their religious and cultural identity. This has beaaost obvious in the case of Muslim Personal
Law. A few streams of feminist movements develomedh as the Shahada movement, which
was a Bhil tribal landless laborer's movement agfathe exploitation of the tribal landless
laborers by non-tribal landowners. It began as |k fwotest, and became militant with the
involvement of the New Left party, they demandekcti action on issues specific to them as
women, such as physical violence and abuse asuli oésalcoholism. Groups of women would
go from village to village, enter liquor dens aresttoy liquor pots and containers. If any woman
reported physical abuse by her husband, all otlmenem would surround him, beat him up and

force him to apologize to his wife in public.
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The formation of the Self-Employed Women’s Assadoiat(SEWA) was probably the first
attempt made to form a Trade Union attached td'theile Labour Union in Ahmedabad. It was
formed in 1972 at the initiative of Ela Bhatt, am&s an organization of women who were
involved in different trades, but shared a numidecammon features and work experiences—
low earnings, extremely poor working conditionsni@worked at home, and others toiled on
streets as vendors or hawkers), harassment frose timoauthority (contractors, police, and so
on), and lack of recognition of their efforts asiatly useful work.

SEWA aimed at improving the working conditions obmen through a process of training,
technical aid, legal literacy, collective bargamrand to teach values of honesty, dignity and
simplicity, the Gandhian goals to which SEWA sulizs. The anti-price rise agitations in
Maharashtra were the direct result of the drougid &amine conditions that affected rural
Maharashtra in the early 1970s. These led to ggiréze rise in urban Maharashtra. In 1973, the
United Women’s Anti-Price Rise Front was formedtobilize women against inflation. Huge
groups of women, between 10,000 and 20,000, woold klemonstrations at government
offices, houses of Members of Parliament and metshand those who could not get out of
their homes would express their support by beatmjis? with lathis or belar’s. This
movement spread to Gujarat, where it was calledNthe Nirman movement. In Gujarat, the
movement started as a student’s movement againsillisyg costs, corruption and black
marketering. Soon, it became a massive middles ¢tasvement and thousands of women joined
it.

With the dawn of a new era different strands oltitd and activism came together to create the
contemporary women’s movement in India. These margmwere initiated by the Declaration
of the UN Year of Women in 1975. This year alsonegised the release of the Status of Women
Committee Report. The report was a voluminous dneompiled data on the various indices
indicating the status of women in India. This repdirectly attacked the myth that women in
post-Independence India were “progressing”. It ade@ that a majority of Indian women
suffered from poverty, illiteracy and ill-healths well as discrimination in both the domestic and
public spheres. This resulted in agitations andpaagms against the worst manifestations of
sexism and patriarchy by middle-class women.

The report of the Committee on the status of wopra@wved to be a turning point in the path of
contemporary women’s movements in India. The y8d5lsaw the development of a number of
feminist activities in various parts of the countegpecially in Maharashtra, Hyderabad, Pune
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and Bombay with the formation of various organsasi such as Progressive Organization of
Women (POW), Purogami Stree Sangathana (Progregéoreen’s Organization), Stree Mukti
Sangathana (Women'’s Liberation Organization). Thiseen as an indirect result of the United
Nations declaration of 1975 as the InternationahWo’s Year.

The Dalits had been agitating for social acceptaacd for women'’s rights to education, widow
remarriage and against Purdah. Women from the Dabtement formed the Mahila Sarnta
Sainik Dalam (League of Women Soldiers for Equalitystressed on equality, and highlighted
women’s oppression, especially the oppressive charaf religion and the caste system.

Due to imposition of Emergency in 1975 by Primenidier Indira Gandhi interrupted the
development of the women’s movement. Many politicajanizations were forced to go
underground. Many activists were persecuted arest@md. In 1977, Emergency was lifted. This
led to the revival of some of the women’s moventbat had been brought to a standstill by the
declaration of Emergency. Women'’s groups were farmemost parts of the country. The 1980s
witnessed a transformation of the women’s movent@rganizations increased their focus from
one or two issues to deal with holistic issues.

From then on feminist movement in India saw anaase in participation of both men and
women to enlighten people about the issues andgmzbof women through agitations, filing of
petitions, marches and various other means. Alighedforts bore fruit in the sense that various
laws were made and enforced like Protection of womeom domestic violence
Act(2005),Sexual Harassment of women at workpld&eyention, Prohibition and Redressal)

Act (2013) and many more to fulfil the demandsha bppressed class.

Conclusion: Status of women in India is improving day by day the destination of equality is
still far away. Feminist movements started in wastcountries found their way into India
during rule. Although earlier also there were conseregarding deteriorating condition of
women but an amalgamated action was missing an#tienal level. No doubt with these
movements and enlightened thoughts the positiowahen has seen an up gradation but in
today’s scenario, where everything becomes a nesvisear about so many cases of rape, dowry
deaths, molestations at home as well as at worgpiaakes us realise that the rigid mindset of
people; lack of understanding by both the genderd;the hypocrisy of the masses had made the
efforts for women empowerment futile. The legal aodstitutional rights provided to women to
empower them are being misused too in India likeesaf demand of dowry, sexual harassment
/exploitation, domestic violence, the benefits @imen reservations in local self govt institutions

are being benefited by the males in their famikés. The Global Gender gap index clearly
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proved that India is lagging behind in each andryewphere of gender equality. Perhaps we
could achieve some of goals in political sphere r@hee really empowered them by providing
33% reservations in local self institutions likealuand urban local bodies. But women are still
deceived by the male dominance chauvinism as thememoare deprived to avail 33%
reservations in state legislative assemblies anbhdran Parliament. If we could achieve this
goal we would be at number one in political spherthe world. But some of the constitutional
and legal rights which were given to establish gerefjuality is being misused by the aware,
literate and economically well to women. Where, oae think to stop the empowerment process
of women in India.

Footnotes
1. Mean highly reprehensible or offensive in chargatature, or conduct; bad; deplorable.
senate3
Cabinet
A ritual among kshatriyas where women would immelaérself on the funeral pyre of
her husband especially if he had died a hero’shdeat
commemorated in an inscription at Fran
Disappointment; dissatisfaction
Inactive
Occasional; infrequent;irregular
. Hard work ;chores
10. Happiness; delight
11.An upward surge in the strength or quantity of stning; an increase.
12. metal plates
13.rolling pins
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2. Son Obsession
The Root of Gender Inequality

Tajinder Kaur
Associate Professor

Ramgarhia Girls College, Ludhiana

Introduction

Growing up in the 1970’s and 80’s in India, | coglge around me families that were obsessed
with having a son under all circumstances. Theyld/otfer prayers to their gods, go to Godmen
to seek blessings, all in the effort to have a rehi&l. The society values boys for two reasons-
One, they are the breadwinners of the family, waergirls grow up and get married. So the
investment made on a girl goes waste, so to sapreiéy, Indian traditions have always focused
on the male heir as the propagator of the famim&aand the one who can perform the last rites
of the parents so that they have a blessed afterlif

In the late 80’s, Indian mindset coupled withdical advancement played havoc with the girl-
boy ratio in the country. Sonography which cama aseakthrough in the medical technology to
check deformities in the foetus was blatantly putise for sex-determination. Every clinic and
hospital in India catered to the Son-Obsessionofaof the country. Sex-selective abortion

became the norm rather than the exception.

The Indian govt. woke up to the reality of the skewsex-ratio about 25 years ago, when
things became really severe and sex-determinagisis tvere banned in 1991.The 2011 Census
reported the sex-ratio of 0-6 years at 914 fematgsnst 1000 males. And the northern part of
India, i.e. Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab and Haryanaewbe worst offenders. The ratio in these
northern states was way below the national aver@igs. only shows that laws are difficult to

enforce without a change in mindset.
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Sri EA, a working mom from Chennai, is an avid lgeg .Her frustration with people’s
behaviour in current times is reflected in her poShe writes:

Even in ads and movies, we usually see the pedaet boy, one girl' combo in happy

family moments. The reason for having a seconddc$iiiould be solely withthe intention of

giving a sibling to your first child and not likegamble or race to produce the ideal corhbo.

Even blessings that come from elders are lacedbidth for the male child. The words used

may be-

e e, ot el
JgAF TR

Obsession with the male-child is a sad realitynidid. It thrives in the nooks and corners of
our mindset nurtured by centuries of conditionihtke a shape shifting amoeba, it manifests
itself in many ways, in different contexts. The asé has found ways to thrive; affluent Indians
are flocking to Bangkok, Thailand, where gendeec@bn is legal and they can conceive babies
through IVE,

Coming to the ways in which we can bring aboutangfe in this obsessive mindset,
the first and foremost is what we are doing tod&king about bringing a change Ideas/
viewpoints need to be brought out into the open.

The answers lie hidden within our own selves. lip$o us to change the regressive Indian
mindset and to get over with the obsession withenslildren. The day women develop a sense
of security and realise their strengths, that dayla/ crash the mighty wall that divides the
world of the male and female child. India’'s womear &apped in a vicious cycle. Prejudices
against women are so deeply engrained in the allfabric that only a combined effort of old
and young, rural and urban, will be able to breance and for all.

Traditional roles are changing and more and morem@w are working outside the home.
With financial independence comes emotional inddpane. Women who were stuck in bad

marriages and were victims of domestic violenceehstarted retaliating against their husbands
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and in-laws. Also, women who are working are inogifon to financially support their parents
in their old age. Parents should spend on the é¢iducaf their daughters, rather than hoard
money lifelong to give dowry on their marriage. §would lead to equality on the educational
front. Better education would also mean that wometeive information and materials for
effective contraception and are aware of theiradpctive rights. Having children at the right

time should be matter of choice and not a mattehahce.

| watched a Pakistani film ‘Bol’ some six years agchad such a deep impact on my mind
that the story and characters kept haunting my rfanda long time. When the theme of this
seminar was announced, this movie instantly camenyomind as an example of the Indian

obsession for a son. Though it is based in Pakigit@social fabric in India is much the same.

As a student of literature, | have taken the Ijpeat discuss this film which pertains to the

topic under discussion. It begins with an Englishgwith the lyrics:

‘Speak your mind
Speak your heart
Raise your voice
Shock the world'.

The film under consideration is ‘BOL’ which meansto speak up’.

‘Bol’ is written, directed and produced 8#10aib Mansoa. This film was released in 2011.
It was part of an entertainment education projgcthe John Hopkins University Centre for
Communication Program which entered in a partnprshith Shoaib Mansoor's Shoman
Productions in 2009. The objective of the projeaswo advocate for women'’s rights by bringing

the focus of media and the elite of Pakistan taliaplanning and gender issues.

The film is narrated in flashback by Zainub, thdest of eight daughters. She is about to be
hanged to death. Their father is a traditional Hakivho does not earn much, and has an
obsession for a son. The mother is suppressedebtythnnical behaviour of the father. When
she gives birth to a transgender child, the Halgnfurious. Zainub has a failed marriage and
comes back to her parent’s home. Her mother has2Haadnore children who were still born

babies. She takes her mother for tubectomy to sparethe pain of having more children
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because she has already given birth to fourteddrehiin all. When her father gets to know

about it, he loses his temper.

Meanwhile, Saifi the transgender brother is a tgenand Zainub arranges a job for him
with the help of the-boy-next-door, Mustafa, whandove with Zainub’s sister Ayesha. At his
workplace, Saifi is sexually assaulted and dummeal the nearly fields. When he narrates his
woeful tale to his mother, the Hakim overheartita fit of rage, he suffocates him with a plastic
bag and kills him. This leads him to further traailals the police have got to know about this

murder. He has to bribe them with Rs. Two lakhhsdt the murder is settled.

Where does so much money come from? The Masjid Gteenhad appointed the
Hakim as Treasurer, and had entrusted him withkeaf@ing of money for a madarsa(school)
that was to be built in their locality. He usesttheney to bribe the police. But what next? How
does he pay back the Masjid Committee? Of latehdwd started taking Quran classes at a
brothel. He goes to the owner of the brothel, Saskajar, to ask for a loan. Saaka offers a
lucrative proposal. If he fathers a child with Saiakdaughter Meena(who is a prostitute) and it
is a girl, his loan of Rs. Two lakh would be waivatl If it is a son, the Hakim’s desire for a son
would be fulfilled and he could take away the baley. Having no other option of generating
quick money, the Hakim enters into this contraat ararries Meena. When she has a daughter,
the Hakim begs of her to give the child to him asnow understands the repercussions of his

act- his daughter would grow up to be a prostitute.

Zainub takes a bold step and gets her sister Ayestnaied to their neighbor Mustafa.
Meanwhile, Meena comes over to the Hakim’s houseroght and hands over the baby girl to
one of the Hakim’s daughter who opens the door, goels away. There is a storm when
Zainub’s mother learns of his second marriage temde At night, Meena’s father Saaka Kanjar
reaches their house to get back both Meena andidngghter. Realising the futility of the
situation, Hakim tries to strangulate the baby. gdinub kills her father with a fatal knock on
his head. Zainub immediately sends the baby tmn#ighbour’'s house before Saaka enters and
tells Saaka that her father had killed the babytanalvn her somewhere. That is why she killed

her father.
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Saaka believes her story and goes away. The narrptmps back and forth, as Zainub
speaks up to reporters before she put to deathh&haot uttered a single word in her defence in

the court, and had been awarded a death sentence.

When Zainub narrates her story, one of the reponteskes fervent appeal to the highest
office of the President of the country that thismamn should not be killed, but her appeal does
not reach him. So Zainub faces the consequencest@peaking up earlier. After her death, her
sisters open up a small cafe in their house,wtatdr becomes a successful business venture.

The film throws light on the ‘SON-OBSESSION’ of thdakim. It also highlights the
regressive attitude of male-dominated society dff&rs no liberty to women in choosing their
life partners, refusing reproduction, gaining ediaca or working independently. Shoaib

Mansoor, the writer and director of the film, hasgented a progressive view point with’Bol'.

‘WORK CITED

1. Indian Moms Connect (Blog) Siblings March 29,20R4renting, perspective.
2. Being An Indian woman (Blog) Aug 18, 201Boy, Just a boy!
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3. Crimes against Women
Dr. Ripenjeet Kaur
Principal
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Abstract

The worth ofa civilization can be judged by the place giverwtmmen in the society. One
several factors that justify the greatness of Ifgdiancient culture is the honorable ple
granted to women. The Muslim influence on Indiaseauconsiderable deterioratiom ithe
status of women. They were deprived of their rightsquality with men. Raja Ram Mohan |
started a movement against this inequality andwsydtjon. The contact of Indian culture w
that of the British also brought improvement in gtatus ofwomen. The third factor in tt
revival of women's position was the influence ofhiena Gandhi who induced women
participate in the Freedom Movement. As a resuthisf retrieval of freedom, women in Indi
have distinguished themselves as teachers, nuagelostesses, booking clerks, reception
and doctors. They are also participating in pobtiand administration. But in spite of tl
amelioration in the status of women, the crimesirgfawomen like rape, child marriac
dowry, ignorance, angéconomic slavery would have to be fully removedrder to give ther
their rightful place in Indian society.

Key words- Crimes against Women

Introduction

The worth of a civilization can be judged from {hasition that it gives to women. Of t
seveal factors that justify the greatness of Indiaisiant culture, one of the greatest is
honoured place ascribed to women. Manu, the geaigiver, said long ago, ‘whe
women are honoured there reside the gods'. Acaprttinancient Hindu scriptuseno
religious rite can be performed with perfection dynan without the participation of I

wife. They are given not only important but equasition with men.
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But in the later period the position of women wemt deteriorating due to Musli
influence They were compelled to keep themselves withinfthe walls of their house
with a long veil on their faces. This was definjtelue to Islamic influence. Even in Inc
the Muslim women are far more backward than theindd, Christian and Sik
counter@rts. One man is allowed to have so many wives With easiest provision
divorce. The husband can divorce a wife just byrgayl divorce you' under the provisi
of Muslim laws. This is what the emperors did h@ttlyears back and the men are doing i
even now in almost all Islamic countries.

As a result of their newly gained freedom Indiamvem have distinguished themselve:
various spheres of life. Women exercise their rightvote, contest for Parliament &
Assembly, seek appointment in pubtiffice and compete in other spheres of life waitén.
This shows that women in India enjoy today moreriiy and equality than before. It i
fact that women are intelligent, hanebrking and efficient in work. They are strivingrye
hard to reach higést efficiency and perfection in the administratwerk. Their integrity
of character is probably better than men. In cquiike India where millions are groping
the darkness of illiteracy and ignorance efficisggching to the children is most unge
needed. By virtue of their love and affection fbe tchildren the women have proved
best teachers in the primary and kindergarten dshddey can better understand
psychology of a child than the male teachers.

Women's contributions in palts and social services have also been quitefsignt. We
cannot fail to mention the name of Indira Gandhovehione so brilliantly and radiantly
the firmament of India's politics. She ruled thauntry for more than a decade and t
India victorious out of Pakistawar .In the field of social service Indian womervéalsc
done some excellent jobs. The name of Mother Taressnot but be mentioned. ¢

brought the Nobel Prize for India by her selflegsvees to the poor, destitute

(9}

sufferingpeople of our country in particular and the needg handicapped people of 1
world in general. Women volunteers can more edsikg up the task of canvassing
advantages of family planning among the rural wadim&n In urban areas they c
efficiently take up the task of visiting and teaching tighans and the helpless widows
the orphanages and the widow welfare centres. Theaytrain them in sewing, knittin
embroidery and nursing in which women by naturesexc

But all this should not leadls to conclude that the women should look down wgmnestic

life. The main sphere of action for them who hawe¢ taken up jobs outside should
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essentially a happy home .The progress of a nalepends upon the care and skill v

which mothers rear up their children.

Acid Throwing

A Thomas Reuters Foundation survey says that isdize fourth most dangerous place
the world for women to live in. Women belonging to angss, caste, creed or religion «
be victims of this cruel form of violence and digfrement, a premeditated crime inten
to kill or maim permanently and act as a lessopuiba woman in her place. India, acic
attacks on women who dared to refuse a man's pabpbsnarriage or asked for a divol
are a form of revenge. Acid is cheap, easily ab&laand the quickest way to destro

woman's life.

Domestic Violence

The number of incidents of domestic violence isheigamong the lower Soceonomic
Classes (SECs). The Protection of Women from Dam&$blence Act, 2005 came in
force on 26 October 2006.

Dowry

In 1961 and 1985, the Dowry Prohibition (maintereantlists of presents to the bride ¢
bridegroom) Rules were framed. According to theskes; a signed list should

maintained of presents given at the time of theriage to the bride and the degroom
The list should contain a brief description of egclsent, its approximate value, the n:
of who has given the present, and relationshipghtorecipient. However, such rules
rarely enforced.

A 1997 report claimed that each year at least 506fen in India die dowryelatec
deaths, and at least a dozen die each day inékitéines' thought to be intentional. T
term for this is "bride burning” and is criticitewithin India itself. Amongst the urbi

educated, such dowry abuse has reduced considerably

Female infanticide and sex-selective abortion
In India, the maldemale sex ratio is skewed dramatically in favotimales, the chie
reason being the high numibof females who die before reaching adulthoodbar

societies in India have a less skewed sex ratio ¢ider castgroups. This is in spite of t
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fact that trbal communities have far lower income levels, lowtaracy rates, and le
adequate health facilities. Many experts suggeshigher number of males in India can
attributed to female infanticides and sex-selectibertions.

Ultrasound scanning cotitsites a major leap forward in providing for thare of mothe
and baby, and with scanners becoming portablegthédsyantages have spread to r
populations. However, ultrasound scans often reteatex of the baby, allowing pregn
women to decidéo abort female foetuses and try again later fovade child. This practic
is usually considered the main reason for the chamghe ratio of male to female childr
being born. In 1994 the Indian government passddwa forbidding women or the
families from asking about the sex of the baby afteulasound scan (or any other 1
which would yield that information) and also exmlgsforbade doctors or any otf
persons from providing that information. Howevan, practice this law (like the la
forbidding dowries) is widely ignored, and levelsabortion on female foetuses rem
high and the sex ratio at birth keeps getting nséeaved.

Female infanticide (killing of girl infants) is 8tiprevalent in some rural are8s.
Sometimes this is infanticide by neglect, for extmijamilies may not spend money
critical medicines or withhold care from a sickl gir

Continuing abuse of the dowry tradition has bees @inthe main reasons for seglective

abortions and female infanticides in India.

Rape

Rape in India has been described by Radha Kamamne of India's most common crir
against women and by the UN’s human-rights chied asational problerh In the 1980s
women's rights groups lobbied for marital rapebe declared unlawful, as until 1983,
criminal law (amendment) act stated that "sexutdraourse by a man th his own wife
the wife not being under fifteen years of age isrape”. Marital rape is still not a crimir
offence. While pecapita reported incidents are quite low comparedtter countries
even developed countries, a new case is reportery @0 minutes. New Delhi has t
highest rate of rapeeports among Indian cities. Sources show that cages in India ha\
doubled between 1990 and 2008. According to theNakt Crime Records Bureau, 24,z
rape cases were registered in India in 201thoagh experts agree that the case

unreported sexual assault is higher.
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Sexual harassment

Eve teasing is a euphemism used for sexual harassmenolestation of women by men.
Many activists blame the rising incidents of sexhalassment against women on
influence of "Western culture". In 1987, The IndeiceRepresentation of Wom
(Prohibition) Act was passed to prohibit indeceepresentation of women throu
advertisements or in publications, writings, paigs or in any other manner.

There is no denying the fact that women in Indieehaade a considerable progress in
last fifty years but yet they have to struggle agaimany handicaps and social evils in
male dominated society. The Hindu Code Bill has givea tfaughter and the son eq
share of the property. The Marriage Act no longgards woman as the property of nr
Marriage is now considered to be a personal affiadr if a partner feels dissatisfistie ol
he has the right of divorce. But passing of laworge thing and its absorption in i
collective thinking of society is quite a differemtatter. In order to prove themselves e«
to the dignity and status given to them in the amndConstitutiorthey have to shake off tl
shackles of slavery and superstitions. They shbald the government and the societ
eradicating the evils of dowry, illiteracy and igance among the eves. The do
problem has assumed a dangerous form in this gourtie parents of the girls have to
thousands and lacs to the bridegrooms and theadgréathers and mothers. If promis
articles are not given by the parents of brideg, ¢huel and greedy members of
bridegrooms' family take recourse to afflictingrtures on the married women. Sc
women are murdered in such cases. The dowry deathseally heinous and barbar
crimes committed by the cruel and inhumane pers®hs. young girls should be bc
enough in not marrying the boys who demand dowrguih their parents. The bo
should also refuse to marry if their parents dendoary. But unfortunately the number
such bold and conscientious boys is very few. Bherdoctors, engineers, teachers anc
administrative officers do not hesitate inoaling themselves to be sold to the wea
fathers of shy and timid girls. Such persons haady brought disgrace to their cadre:
particular and society in general. The governmémukl enact stringent laws to affl

rigorous punishment on dowry seekers, women's merrsl@and rapers.
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4. Feminization of HIV/AIDS: Women as silent victins of the malady
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ABSTRACT

This article highlights the plight of HIV/AIDS afted women. The primary objective of this
article is to explore the affects of this epiderarc women, who are the silent and the most
blamable victims of the malady. In recent years,librden of HIV/AIDS endemic on women has
increased notably. Due to gender inequality thedemiic is becoming a heterosexual
phenomenon negatively affecting women. Globally AIS has emerged as a major reason for
wide spread abuse of human rights and fundamergatlbms of women. The discrimination and
stigma suffered by HIV/AIDS affected women is @ horrendous as they are branded as
promiscuous and vectors of the epidemic. The fadike low social status, lack of information,
education, prevention strategies, sexual violericeazcelerate feminization of HIV/AIDS. More
specifically, the issues of HIV/AIDS infected worsbould be echoed in the elucidation and

realization of various international and nationalinan rights standards.

Whilst the international community’s focus has beem the region most devastated by
HIV/AIDS, namely Sub-Saharan Africa, India now agrgeon the brink of a significant AIDS

epidemic. HIV/AIDS affect all segments of world’®gulation. From children to adults, rich
businessmen to homeless people, female sex wotketsousewives and homosexuals to
heterosexuals, there is no single ‘group’ which Ima¢ been affected by HIV or AIDS.

Nonetheless, HIV/AIDS is known to impact certainmounities more than others due to
behaviours that they manifest, which are stigmdtizg norms and looked on unfavourably by

legal institutions. The various marginalized growgso face acute vulnerability to HIV/AIDS
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are women, children, sex workers, men having sek wier, injecting drug usefsand the
prisoners. These communities are identified as neerob “high risk groups” as they face a
proportionately greater risk of becoming HIV/AID&fected. The primary objective of this
article is to explore the adverse affects of tipglemic on women, who are the silent and the

most blame-able victims of this malady.

WOMEN: FEMINIZATION OF HIV/AIDS

“The greater the gender discrimination in societa®d the lower the position of women
the more negatively they are affected by HIV/AIDS”

-ILO Code of Practice on HIV/AIDS (2006)

The HIV/AIDS pandemic is a dynamic unstable glolpilenomenon, forming a veritable
hodgepodge of regional and demographic sub epidenmdially constrained to large urban
hubs and a masculine epidemic, because of gendquaitity it is increasingly becoming a
heterosexual phenomenon associated with womenrtyaed common households.

In recent years, the burden of the HIV/AIDS endenncwomen has increased notably,
with women now representing half of all peopleniyiwith HIV and nearly 60 per cent of all
infections in Sub-Saharan Africa and the share ofnen with HIV /AIDS is increasind.
Among young people the gender gap is even largar &mong adults. 75% of all young people
living with HIV are female, with the worst samplesnging from 20 infected girls to every 10
boys in one country, and 45 girls to every 10 bimysnother country. More than one in five
pregnant women are HIV infected in most countriesauthern Africa, and in some countries
like Gaborone, Botswana, Manzini and Swazilandpitealence among pregnant women is up
to 40 per cent. In Mozambique, the prevalence vatges from 8 per cent among pregnant
women in one region to 36 per cent in another reYit India, too the pandemic is increasingly
feminizing as the male-female ratio of infected plecshifted from 55 per 100 males in 200l to
63 in 2007. In most other regions, women and gefgesent an increasing proportion of people
living with HIV/AIDS, compared with five years ag®f fastidious concern is the lopsided
frequency of the syndrome among young women livingbject poverty. Social marginalization,
inability to haggle options and lack of accessiforimation leads to their increased susceptibility
to HIV/AIDS.

The susceptibility of the women to HIV/AID$creases because of lack of access to
information, prevention techniques, treatment aack avhich are inextricably associated with

human rights violations like poverty, inequalitypkence and sexism.
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Since the creation of the World Health Organizasid@lobal Programme on AIDS in
1980s! a number of international human rights standaedsiire the states to protect the rights
of the adults as well as the childfehaving a linkage to the epidemic. Two promineghts in
this regard are the right to the highest attainatémdard of health including reproductivé'
and sexual healthand the right to freedom from discriminatfquius protection from violencg.
Some other important rights having close relatigns¥ith the HIV /AIDS epidemic include the
right to expression and information, right to lityeof movement, right to seek and enjoy asylum,
right to participate in public affairs and culturgk,’ right to liberty and security of person,
education, work, found a family, right to privagyght to social security’, freedom from cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment and right to enj@ylienefits of scientific knowledge. Besides,
all UN member states are obliged to take joint seplarate action for the purposes of achieving
universal respect for and observance of humangight fundamental freedoms for all without

any distinction®

Gender dimensions of HIV/AIDS

Despite all the documents and programmes, theistcjroups, health organizations and
UN agencies are presenting alarming statisticssandding warning
bells on the growing vulnerability of women to HAMDS. Globally, HIV/AIDS has emerged a
major reason for wide-spread abuse of human rightsfundamental freedoms of women and
young girls. Since 70% of the worldwide infectios mow taking place through insecure
heterosexual intercourse, the interplay betweereeand the HIV/AIDS pandemic has to be
seriously examined from the angle of preventiomsatinent, care and support services. More
specifically, the experience of women infected affécted by HIV/AIDSshould be echoed in
the elucidation and realisation of various inteioral and national human rights standards. The
mainstreaming of the linkages between gender dimesf human rights and the increased
vulnerability to HIMAIDS, with the various dimensions of the pandensdndeed lacking. In
these entire cores international documents on waneman rights focus on HIVAIDS is as a
public health issue only. It is paradoxical thab@ae level, the general human rights framework is
increasingly attending exclusively to the womenghts and yet at another level under
HIV/AIDS specific framework women's rights are subtmed under broader categories of
protection. The feminization of the pandemic isteabin the complex dynamics between
HIV/AIDS poverty, gender inequality, injustice, dignination and stigma. Such dynamics
generates multiple mechanisms and factors thateeate the vulnerability of women both for

contracting the disease, coping with the infecaond caring for others affected by the endemic.
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The gender dimensions of HIV/AIDS penetrate numgraspects of society including the
economic, legal, cultural, religious, politicalpligical and sexual status of women.

Biological vulnerability to infection : Male-to-female transmission is estimated to bedvas
likely as than female to male due to the highealwsoncentration in semen compared to vaginal
fluids, larger exposed surface and longer viraltachamong women. HIV and other sexually
transmitted infections also show "biological sexissnd make women's more susceptible to the
viral and bacterial agents because of hormonal gdgnvaginal microbial ecology and
physiology*™ The average age of infection for women is muchelothan for men due to variety
of reasons. Sexual activity tends to start eafbemwomen even before her reproductive system
is fully developed. This simple biological fact neskher more vulnerable to sexually transmitted
infections including HIV. In the social and cultusurroundings where males enjoy authority
over females, the women specially the young wonmeruaable to assert themselves against the
unprotected sex, for fear of reprisal. Pushy myiltes that sex with a virgin will cure a man of
HIV/AIDS and the chances of infection for younglgiiare minimal and the damaging practices
like rape, female genital mutilation, domestic eilmte and trafficking of women and girls
operate as strong stimulants to the feminizatioHI®AIDS.

Low social status and lack of information and educd#on : In most of the developing states,
because of social pressures and cultural normswtmen and girls have a limited access to
information and education about HIV/AIDS, gendelesp sexuality and reproductive health
including safe sex. Considerable gender fissureshool enrolment and retention and equally in
pulling out of girls from school in order to terttetailing relatives, run the household, or support
the family further weaken their chances to acqtheeskills to avoid HIV infection and ease the
brunt of infection and its adverse implicationgniiected.

Excessive Stigma and Discrimination The discrimination and stigma becomes horrendous
against HIV+ women as they are branded as 'promistand vectors of the epidefficlt leads

to their further marginalization- as they are ddnaecess to facilities like testing, counseling,
treatment and care, education, accommodation, emmgliot and other supportive rights. In many

cases they are publicly censured, abused, abandomeen killed by their families.

Poverty : Perpetuation of poverty along with HIV/AIDS eatp the all resources and thus
jeopardizes the survival chances of the family. Wwnen become highly vulnerable, both in

terms of infection and impact, because of uneqoedss to economic resources, inequality in the
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field of work, burden of care, resort to sex wonkarder to survive and spousal separation in
migration. The breakdown of social services suclhesth care, education and social welfare,
further intensify the crisis for the women, In adsh, anemia, repeated pregnancies and
childbirth, coupled with the lack of dietary supplents lead to rapid depletion of their immunity

system and make them excessively susceptible téAHDS and other opportunistic infections.

Lack of female friendly laws and Programmes :The absence othe political will and
commitment to form effective policies and laWwaddress gender inequality in the context of
HIV/AIDS increases the vulnerability of the popudet to the epidemic. The efforts to contain
the feminization of the pandemic demand strong ctment to respect and protect human
rights and active participation of civil societyarficularly the PLHAs- at all levels alule

making, programme execution and evaluation.

Burden of Care : HIV and AIDS have drastically increased the burdénare for many women.
Poverty and poor public services have converteddne burden for women into a trap with far-
reaching social, health and economic consequeticeghausts their energy and diverts them
from their usual economic and social activitiesisTleads to loss gbroductivity and livelihood
by families. Where the caregiver is herself infdomgth HIV, her health worsens quickly under
the burden ofcare giving. In many cases, young girls drop oatnfrschool to tend the sick
family members or younger siblings. Due to lagk information about proper protection

measures to be adopted, many women get infectiongithe caring process.

Prevention, protection and treatment issues Biologically women are twice as likely as men
to contract HIV from a single act of unprotected,skeut they continue to depend on male
cooperation to protect them from infection. Assitmen who initiate sex, control it, coerce into it
due to their power status and pay for it with ecoimoworth. The conventional prevention
strategies based exclusively on the' ABC' approdalbstain, be faithful and use a conddthis
thus quite untenable. The epidemic is further &elby under-investment in research and
development of inexpensive female-controlled meshofl protection such as microbicides,

female condoms and vaccine.

Sexual Violence: Sexual violence has been closely linked to feration of HIV. It is related to
the increased risk of gynecological disorders, fesabortions, pregnancy complications,

miscarriage, low birth weight, inflammatory diseas®l STIs. Violence seriously undermines
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the autonomy of individuals and the fear of sextialence, in particular reduces a women'’s
ability to negotiate safe sex for the preventionHY. Thus, because women are frequently
denied their right to refuse unwanted sex or taem@ne when and with whom they engage in
sexual activity, they are routinely exposed torik of contracting STIs and HIV/AIDY" Girls
are especially vulnerable to sexual abuse, incapt and trafficking, and are often targets of
systematic rape and other forms of sexual abudénies of war and emergency situations —
directly exposing them to HIV.

In relation to HIV/AIDS, State obligations to pest human rights in the context of sexual
violence arise at two stages. Firstly, States leadeity under international law to take positive
measures to prevent and prohibit sexual violemcalliits forms. Where States do not recognise
different forms of sexual violence, and laws andcpdures fail to address sexual violence,
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS increase®" Secondly, States are mandated to fulfil the right
health and provide appropriate health 'care toigors of sexual violence. The lack of services
provided to survivors of sexual violence affectsitthealth in psychological and physical terms,
and in the context of HIV/AIDS represents a direictiation of the right to life. Thus in India,

legal, social, economic and political barriers plammen at &igher risk of HIV transmissioff‘

Mother to Child Transmission of HIV (MTCT)

In India, perinatal transmission of HIV (i.e. framother to child) is a cause for concern as one in
every three infected persons is a woman. In Staifdshigh sero-positivety, increasing numbers
of women attending antenatal clinics are testingitp@ for HIV. Perinatal transmission
accounts for 2.74% of all HIV infections in Indfa. MTCT may occur in three ways: during
pregnancy, during labour and delivery or afterdthiith, through breast-feeding.

Before the effect of ARV therapy in reducing thekriof vertical transmission was
known, termination of pregnancy among HIV-positwemen was the only means to curtail the
spread of the HIV epidemic among infants and chitdrThis often involved subjecting HIV-
positive women to abortion without consent and ilstations without consent, therapy
controlling their decisions about pregnancy, cHiiith and fertility™ This constitutes a
violation of women’s fundamental rights includingproductive rights, various international
human rights instruments including tteCPR and CEDAW,and be no forced abortion or even
sterilization on the grounds of HIV status.

It is important to note that the acceptabilityavitenatal care is low at present and only
20% of deliveries in India are preceded by all tbguired components of antenatal care. This

needs to be increased to make any MTCT preventiogr@mme more effective. Over 60% of
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births in India occur at home or in non-medicatisgs, especially in rural areas. Besides this,
traditional birth attendants or untrained midwiattend nearly 45% of births with very minimal
or no medical experience or assistance and oftém ile or no antenatal care. Further, even
those women who access antenatal care do so eftitebthe delivery and not at the beginning
of the pregnanc§" Perinatal HIV prevention efforts must work to ersthat all HIV infected
women are reached early in their pregnancy withofty@ortunity to learn their HIV status and, if
infected, to consider preventive therapy to imprtwe chances that their children are born free
of infection. Bringing women into the primary hdattare system (early in life) will provide even
more opportunity to educate them about HIV and MT@3 part of family planning
interventions.

In the international arena, States have signetVM@ASS Declaration of commitmeint
which they commit to reduce the proportion of infannfected by ensuring access to
information, counseling and testing treatment opgtjoespecially ARV therapy, breast milk
substitutes and continuum of caf&. To this end, NACO in collaboration with UNICEF
conducted feasibility trials for Nevirapine in 1lites across 6 high prevalence states in India.
The government announced that short term Zidovudimek Nevirapine would be provided to

HIV-positive pregnant women free of cost from Jagu002.

Conclusion

However, it is clear that a comprehensivgpoese to HIV/AIDS must address
shortcomings in the larger health system that insp@aperson’s access to information, education,
treatment and long-term care. In addition, the d@epee of discrimination that HIV-positive
women face in the health system contributes extehsto the lack of access to appropriate and
adequate prenatal servic®$. A policy that considers all these dimensions af tights of
women and children would use an integrated lifensgaproach to providing healthcare through
which knowledge about rights and health is devedopeer time. Effective dissemination of the
essential ‘information package’, particularly to men and girls, from an early age will be a
critical element of ensuring the achievement of goal.

The failure of the State to provide access fomgWV-positive women to means of
preventing transmission of HIV impairs the womaright to life and the highest attainable
standard of health as also to the benefits of &fiemprogress. It is evident that reduction
strategies have a direct bearing on women and hesoeot be seen merely as a public health
issue. As such, information about healthy relatgps, sexuality, their bodies and rights must be

introduced into the lives of women long before thiest interface with the antenatal care setting;
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this information should be part of the girl childeducation from school to pre-marital

counseling. Any policy or legislative decision mbst based on comprehensive clinical data on
the efficacy of therapy, socio-behavioral studiggalating women’s concerns and experiences
vis-a-vis HIV/AIDS and an analysis of the legalieth questions in this regard. These
environmental factors compounded by social anduralltimpediments make it difficult for

women to realise their rights, there is a needdgislation that is grounded in the principles of
non-discrimination that respects women’s rightsyvmtes choices and encourages free and

informed decision-making.

End Notes

1. Herein after to be termed as MSMs

2. Herein after to be termed as IDUs

3. Ibid

4. CHG Commission on HIV/AIDS and Governance in Africdsender and HIV/AIDS
Discussion  Outcomes" ECA World Bank Gendehfinca: the issues, the facts, an pock~
reference publication  in collaboration witle tWorld Bank, 2004,P3
"See reporbf the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 49&ptember 1995,
United, Nations publication, Chapter 1, refiolul, annex 11, paras 112 and 117

5. For historical account of recognition of the imaorite of human rights in the fight against
HIV/AIDS see "HIV/AIDS and Human Rights Intetional Guidelines,” OHCHR and
UNAIDS,1996, Annex |,  pp 52-54

6. Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of tha&il@ 1989 requires governments to:
"recognize the right of the child to the enjoymehthe highest attainable standard of health
and to facilities for the treatment of illness aethabilitation of health" The Committee on
the Rights of the Child issued General Comment HBAAIDS and the rights of the child
and General Comment 4 on adolescent health andlogevent too reflected upon the
implications of HIV/AIDS for the younger generat®onThe Committee also stated that
discrimination against adolescents on the basiseafial orientation or HIV status is not
acceptable.

7. The right to health for everyone was promulgatec a®re value of the constitution of the
World Health Organization at its establishment B4@ "The enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of health is one of the funddaheights of every human being." This
right was later articulated in a number of inteloral treaties such as the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights, the International G on Economic, Social and Cultural
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Rights; Vienna Declaration and Programme of Actid®93; The Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Again$t¥omen etc.

8. A number of international agreements and standaaddsess women's sexual and reproductive
health rights. The Cairo Programme of Action addpé the International Conference on
Population and Development, 1994 addressed sexusdlysmitted diseases and the
prevention of HIV from the perspective of womengnerability to the epidemic. It also set
out key recommendations for addressing HIV throwugproductive health services. The
Beijing Declaration and Platfom1 for Action adoptadthe Fourth World Conference on
Women in 1995 too addressed women's sexual anddegiive health rights.

9. The Sexual rights include the right of all perstmshe highest attainable standard of health
in relation to sexuality, including access to séxarad reproductive health care services; to
seek, receive and impart information in relationsexuality; to have access to sexuality
education; and other related rights.

10. See, CEDAW and DEVAW. The principle of non-discmaiion in international human
rights law attaches to distinctions "of any kindgls as race, colour, sex, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social arigproperty, birth or other status". The term
‘other status' has been interpreted to includefaavhich “"can affect individuals' ability to
exercise their rights" such as health status inefudexual orientation and HIV/AIDS.

11. The Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health, Réumt, has underlined the effect of
discrimination on gender grounds when addressingnevis rights to sexual and
reproductive health in these terms, "Discriminati@sed on gender hinders women's ability
to protect themselves from HIV infection and top@sd to the consequences of HIV
infection. The vulnerability of women and girls iV and AIDS is compounded by other
human rights issues including inadequate acceswmftomation, education and services
necessary to ensure sexual health; sexual violérarmful traditional or customary practices
affecting the health of women and children (sucleasy and forced marriage); and lack of
legal capacity and equality in areas such as nggr@ad divorce"

12. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states theetyone, as a member of
society.....is entitled to realization, through patl effort and international co-operation
and in accordance with the organization and ressuo each State, of the economic, social
and cultural rights indispensable for his dignitglahe free development of his

13. Thomas C. Quinn and Julie Overbaugh, "HIV/AIDS iroMé&n: An Expanding Epidemic”
Science, 10 June 2005, Vol. 308. No. 5728, pp. 15883.
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14.

15.
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19.

For detailed analysis see UNAI.DS " Protocol far ttentification of Discrimination against
People Living with HIV*"2000 available at: http:/fdaunaids.org/Publications.

See Julie Hamblin, "The Rotd the Law in HIV / AIDS Policy" Issue Paper No I, Yiand
Development Programme, 2008, London.

Shari L. Dworkin, PhD, MS, and Anke A. Ehrhardt,'6iGg Beyond "ABC" to Include
"GEM": Critical Reflections on Progress in the HAIDS Epidemic" American Journal of
Public Health, January 2007, Vol. 97, No. 11, Pfl43

Centre for Health and Gender Equity,” Gender Basgetence against Women”, 2002-2003.
Available at http://www.genderhealth.org/violence.

See: Guidelines 59 and @fmternational Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human Rgyfihese
guidelines call on States to ensure developmentaaodlerated implementation of national
strategies for women's empowerment, promotion aonteption of women's full enjoyment
of all human rights and reduction of their vulneligb to HIV / AIDS through the
elimination of all forms of discrimination, as wel$ all forms of violence against women and
girls, and to among other things empower womerateecontrol over and decide freely and
responsibly on matters related to their sexuatitintrease their ability to protect themselves
from HIV infection.

“Societal barriers such as sexism, racism, hetgimgeand ableism affe¢he conditions of
women’s lives and may increase their risk of vickerand HIV by:.decreasing access to
education and employment and increasing povertyngmnammen; increasing women’s social
and economic dependency on men; reducing womenisempoand choice in their
relationships and in other aspects of their livestucing the availability of and access to
gender-specific information and services for allnvém; reducing the availability of and
access to culturally sensitive information and ey for immigrant women, women from
ethno-cultural. Aboriginal and rural communitiemen involved in the sex trade, lesbians

and women with disabilities.”

20. HIV/AIDS Surveillance in India (as reported to NAJ, as on 31 May 2011, NACO.

21.

22.

Available at

http://www.naco.nic.in/indianscene/overy.htm

See:Turning the Tide: CEDAW and the Gender Dimensidnthe HIV/AIDS Pandemic,
UNIFEM, 2001.Available at http://www.undp.org/unifem/resources/turningtide/

International Institute of Population ScienceP8) and ORC MacroNational Family
Health Survey (NFHS-2), 1998-99: Indi®umbai:llIPS, 2000).
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23. The UNGASS Declaration of Commitmetat which India is signatory requires vide
“Paragraph 54.-By 2005, reduce the proportion tdrits infected with HIV by 20%, and by
50% by 2010, by: ensuring that 80% of pregnant woraecessing antenatal care have
information, counseling and other HIV preventiomveses available to them, increasing the
availability of and by providing access for HIV-atdted women and babies to effective
treatment to reduce mother-to-child transmissionHd¥, as well as through effective
interventions for HIV-infected women, including voltary and confidential counseling and
testing, access to treatment, especially antivaabtherapy and, where appropriate, breast
milk substitutes and the provision of a continuuncare.”

24. Bharat, Shalini, et allndia: HIV and AIDS-related Discrimination, Stignmtion and
Denial. UNAIDS Best Practices, Key Material. UNAIDS/01.4¢&eneva:UNAIDS,
August 2001).
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Abstract

There are many countries in the world which are aagle been involved in various armed conflicts.seheonflicts
torn the countries and people residing in suffearin have always been soft targets during armeélicitsn They
face sexual harassment and their rights infringeemwia conflict is going on or even after the cotsliends. Such
agonies impact women'’s physical and psychologiealth. It is important to know the situations ofraen during
and after an armed conflict and how she pays tdgmtoand sustain her own families and children. \Worare the

most vulnerable beings which suffer more than matesn armed conflict takes place.

Introduction

Every now and then, countries in the world are ime@d in armed conflict in which women go
through harder throbbing as compare to their malenterparts. Various studies have also been
carried out by international community and orgatmses like International Committee of the
Red Cross (IRCR), Red Crescent Movement and UiN&tns Development Fund for Women.
Conflicts act as a source of hardship to womenramous forms. The paper deals with an impact
of armed conflicts on civilian women who are notalved in armed conflicts but are still going

through distress due to conflicts.

Women and Armed Conflicts

Every armed conflict imprints cruel toll on womemavwere and are still most vulnerable to all
forms of violations™* Since the historical times, women paid the pricéhe winners for those
who lost battles. They were considered as a markiabry and supremacy for those who
captured them. They were taken away by the winaetsused for sex as well as slavery and
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sometimes they were trafficked from one place totlaer for monetary gains*>.Not only
India’s but world’s history is a proof of those @tities which impacted women at large. There
have been many women warriors the world who shdwadery in various events but even they

were not left without sufferings during or aftemdlects.

The impact of armed conflicts has not changed spast. But now both national level and
international level organisations are giving dutergton to the women issues during armed
conflicts. Several examples of armed conflicts bartaken in to consideration while discussing
women'’s treatment during and post conflicts. Dunigrlid | and 1l women were tortured with
sexual violence; this was a strategic wedpéor the fighting forces to demoralize their enesnie
and to show their masculinity. The circumstances @ifficult situations forced women to fall
pray of sexual violence; they agree to the termthefmolesters as they consider it as means of
protection and survival for their own selves alavith their families'’ A report of Commission
of Government Experts for the Study of the Conwanfor the Protection of War Victims (1947)
women faced violence during World War 1l tells abéloe sufferings of women in detail. It
mentioned that women and children of all ages veerteaged with crimes like rape and brutal
treatment. The report also explained how women werg to brothels forcefully and how they
were contaminated with venereal dised8edhey were also used for various medical

experiments in Nazi camps during World Wat’ll.

Sexual Violence

Women experienced aggression during conflicts;evioé against women is one of history's
great silence$? The morale of the troops was maintained by explpithe women. The
Crusaders raped hundred thousands of women in kR@bnstantinople; in 1937 Japanese
soldiers raped women in Nanking; during WWII Germswidiers raped many Jewish and

Russian women, and contrarily Russian soldiersar&erman womef

A study of United Nations Women’s Refugee Commissi®15 found thasexual violence

against adolescent girls was reported in all 51ntaes that have experienced conflict since
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1986%% Many nongovernmental organisations and governrhenganisations had initiated joint
efforts and produced reliable studies of contenmyorveartime brutality against women. The
studies established the fact that sexual violes@mnipresent in all armed conflicts all over the
world and it is overwhelming’® During the civil war in the Democratic Republic@bngo rape
was a weapon of war which brought several thousactdns such as women and children to
sufferings*® According to a survey conducted in Sierra Leond, prcent of displaced
households experienced sexual assaults, includipg, rtorture and sexual slavery; Nearly 2,
50,000 women were raped during 1994 genocide inndajasexual violence occurred in the
Algeria, Myanmar, Southern Sudan and Uganda duengwing rivalries and there was an
increased numbers of women trafficked out of waremoand used as sex workers to earn money

as well as to work as forced labouréts.

When such kinds of incidents of sexual harassmeaiirg these add on to the misery of women
as the societies and families reject to accept taen an incidence. It becomes social stigma for
women as the society marks the sufferers of sexisdénce as ‘damaged goodfs’ It also
impacts the physical and psychological conditiohsvomen. They felt contended with the
humiliation, embarrassment, shame and an agonygieshby sexual violence. Women become
introvert and feel difficult to mingle with peopéand establish relationships; persistent fears haut

them as they get flashbacks of incidents.

Socioeconomic Impact

Post conflict situation proves difficult for womes they put their efforts and exert on rebuilding
their domestic resources to survive back again. yTeperience negative economic
consequences of an armed conflict. The rape sagiwomen generally lost their economic
position in their families when they are being degual of properties, forced to live in isolation
and poverty’’ In other cases, she becomes the head of a farhiynwhe loses her husband in
armed conflict i.e. when her husband di2dsenerally men are considered as the one who

support their families with earnings. When womelit $gpm their husbands (either due to death
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or some other circumstances), their houses inctir poverty and lack of money. Women who
are less educated or illiterate and those who hetegot any training for any work find it

difficult to get a job in order to help themseharsl their families economicalfy.

Displacement of Women in Refugee Camps

During armed conflicts, Women are the worst victiared an easy target among displaced
individuals. They deprived of home, goods and basicessities and during their stay in the
refugee camps, they are on greater risks as thamoes of being abused sexually become more
susceptible; especially when the refugee camps stamage of required protection facilities for
example proper lighting around toilets and well defd medical staff (as sometimes medical
staff could also exploit women for sexual favouldany times, they are being asked to grant
sexual favours to obtain resources for survivatamp; they had to grow food, cook for the

molesters?

Insufficient food, hygiene, health and sanitati@tilities for displaced women can lead to
deaths. A woman who is carrying child in her wonnlvbo lactate is liable to get nutritious food

for strength and medical cate.

Trafficking in Women

Trafficking in women is another concern relatedMomen. The International Organization for
Migration (IOM) has given a data of millions of wemwho were trafficked across international
borders during and after armed conflicts. In thenDeratic Republic of the Congo and Liberia,
women and children were abducted to work for theymailitants who captured the diamond
fields.

Women in Confinement

Women may be imprisoned during armed conflicts asopers of war, as civilian or as
combatant detainee. Women need more privacy angqgian as prisoners of war. They also
look upon meeting cultural, religious, health andnitation requirements. International

Humanitarian Law (four Geneva Conventions of 19@%tiie protection of war victims and their
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two 1977 Additional Protocols) provides protectidaring armed conflict situations to the

women either prisoners or detainées.

Female guards are required in the detention cembrethe security of the women. They are
being given ill-treatment in the form of torture @uel, inhuman and degrading treatni®and
male guards often sexually harass and humiliate emoprisoners during body searches. Other
forms of ill treatment include violence (psycholcg)i and physical), threats to life, abusive
language, unnecessary & abusive body searched wmobihde strip searches, prohibition of
family visits, solitary confinements, damage torogjuctive organs, cutting of breasts, electric
shocks. This kind of inhumane treatment can foroenen to live a stressful life which may lead
to their death. Therefore, such kind of treatméwatutéd be forbidden. Women must be kept safe
in prisons during armed conflicts.

Conclusion

Women undergo multiple kinds of treatments during post armed conflicts. They are harassed
physically by both enemy and friendly forces. Feméles, the people who were meant to
provide protection to them become oppressor andomddifomen’s sufferings during and post

conflicts. Many militants abduct women and youngdsgio either abuse them sexually or for

trafficking purposes in order to get money or weapdVomen also face health and injuries due
to lack of medical facilities as armed conflictusition damages existing health services and
infrastructures. International Humanitarian Law anetpd that women are entitled to same
protection like men whether they are civilians ombatants during all kind of situations in

armed conflicts.
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Introduction

Gender inequality persists worldwide, depriving veamand girls of their basic rights and
privileges. This inequality effects various aspeofslife of women. It affects their
economic independence, educational status, soeasign, political participation and so
on. Because of this inequality , they face a Igpraiblems and atrocities.

During the last few decades, the slogan of empogesiomen has gained popularity and
strength all over the world. Women Empowerment igecognition of women’s basic
human rights and creating an environment where #neytreated as equal to men. Even
United Nations has strongly supported this thoutftie world will never realize 100 per
cent of its goals if 50 per cent of its people tapalize their full potential. When we
unleash the power of women, we can secure theefdturall” (UN Secretary-General,
Ban Ki Moon). The United Nations Entity for Gendgguality and the Empowerment of
Women, also known as UN Women, is a United Natiemsity working for the

empowerment of women.

Gender Inequality:

Gender is a socio-cultural term referring to sdgidlefined roles assigned to men and
women in a given society. In its social, historiaald cultural aspects, gender is function
of power relationship between men and women wheza are considered superior to

women.
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General inequality, in simple words, may be defimsddiscrimination against women
based on sex. This type of discrimination againstnen is prevalent almost everywhere
in world and more so in the Indian society. Thet ause of gender inequality lies in its
patriarchal system. According to the famous sogisloSylvia Walvy, “Patriarchy is a

system of social structure and practices in whiddnndominate, oppress and exploit

women.”

The system of patriarchy finds its validity and &#om in our religious beliefs. There are

various other reasons for women’s lower and unestalis apart from religious beliefs.

Extreme poverty and lack of education are also manb reasons for women'’s low status
in society. Lack of education drives countless worte low-paid jobs. Women are not

only getting unequal pay for equal or more work &igb they are being offered only low-

skilled jobs where there is no social security,rappgate and working conditions and

decent salary. This has become a major factor égpgiuating inequality between men
and women. The failure to analyze the situatiomugh a gender lens has resulted in
ineffective policies and programmes that do littieeorrect gender bias.

Gender Scenario in Education in India:

Although the Constitution of India has granted naer women equal rights (Equality
before law, Article 14), the state shall not disgnate against any citizen, on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or afthem (Article 15 (1)) yet gender disparity
still exists. This inequality is found in all splerof life. In educational sphere too this
disparity is clearly visible. According to UNICEfe proportion of girls who are able to
attend school in India continues to remain low amparison to that of boys their age.
Approximately 70 per cent of girls between the afjé and 10 attend primary school in
India as compared to 76 per cent of boys in theesage group. The situation is worse at
the upper primary level where only 40 per cent iofscattend school. The main factor
influencing this disparity include poverty and #teong hold of social and cultural beliefs

that lead to discrimination against girls.

Attempts to increase the educational achievemerdirts are taking place amidst the
educational expansion of India. During the last bélthe twentieth century, India made
great strides in improving its educational infrasture. India’s educational expansion is

also reflective of the United Nations Economic, i@bcand Cultural organization
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(UNESCO) programme .‘Education for All' and the pu® achieve universal primary
education by the year 2015 under the Millennium @ayment Goals Programme
(Govind 2002; United Nations 2010).

Apart from this, expansion efforts are guided bgid‘s Constitution, which mandates
universal education for all those under the agéoofteen.India’s National Policy on
Education (1986) provided equivalent opportunities for all, indiug women, SC/ST
communities to get education. It also increased&titonal investment for girls and lower
caste children.New Education Policy (2016) also focuses on addressing gender
discrimination in education. The Supreme Courtnafid has also realized the importance
of education in women empowerment and it took aisien in 1993 that upheld

education as a fundamental right of citizens.

The Indian Government and many other NGOs are cemmghting these policy

imperatives to universalize enrollment, improverm@ag and promote gender equality in
education. Specific efforts include the expansibeducational funding, the provision of
free educational resources such as textbooks aifmimas, an increase in the number of
female teachers and special facilities for girl&o¥ernment of India (GOI) 2000;

Govinda 2002; Nayar 2002; Rao, Cheng and Narad320

Gender Equality and Education — Global Scenario

Gender equality has become global priority for a#tions. Various international
organizations are working in this direction. Theitdd Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), is doing a dbteffort to promote the right to

education and support the Sustainable DevelopmealsGSDGSs).

In May 2015, the World Education Forum mandated 38D to retool its annual Global
Monitoring Report to document educational progr@gainst the goals and objectives of
the new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) onatidn. The newly named Global
Educational Monitoring (GEM) Report comprehensivelpvides this stocktaking and
evaluates with empirical precision the importanderale that education plays in
achieving the other 16 SDGs. Importantly the GEMé&te ‘Education for People and
Planet: Creating Sustainable Future for All” presesubstantial evidence of education’s

impact on all the SDGs. For example, it shows #uhtcation is critical for lifting people
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out of poverty (SDG1), promotes sustainable farnang better nutrition (SDG2), makes
a difference to a range of health issues, includiagy mortality, reproductive health,
spread of disease, healthy lifestyles and welldgpe{8DG3), ensures inclusive and
equitable quality education and promote life-lorgrhing opportunities for all (SDG4),
and helps women and girls achieve basic literaoyrove participative skills and
abilities, and improve life chances (SDG5) and pesmote better energy conservation
and uptake of renewable energy sources (SDG7). dduts relationship with these

other development goals makes up a virtuous cycle.

UNESCO has been promoting gender equality in educ#trough its various plans like
Educational-2030 Framework for Action. Through this plan, it aims to ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote lifeggldearning opportunities for all
(SDG4). It also emphasize to achieve gender dguaiid empower all women and girls
all over the world ( SDGb5).

The Education-2030 Agenda recognizes that geneuzligy requires an approach that
ensures that girls and boys, women and men not gaily access to complete education
cycles, but are empowered equally in and througlt&tibn. Large gender gaps exist in
access to learning, achievement and continuatioedurcation in many social settings
most often at the expense of girls. Despite pragnemre girls than boys still remain out
of school. According to UNESCO Institute for Statis (2005), 16 million girls will
never set foot in a classroom and women accountworthirds of 750 million adults
without basic literacy skills. Poverty, geograplitsalation, minority status, disability,
early marriage, traditional attitudes about theustand role of women are among many
obstacles that stand in the way of women fully eisamg their right to complete and

benefit from education.

UNESCO has been promoting gender equality in eductathrough its another
programme likecUNESCO Priority Gender Equality Action Plan (2014-2021).Under
this plan, UNESCO supports member states to dewatipigation systems that promote
gender equality in and through education, from pryto higher education, in formal and
informal settings and in all intervention areasnir@lanning infrastructure to training

teachers.

UNESCO works to improve the quality of learning procesd anvironment for girls and

boys by fostering gender-sensitive and gender responsilieigm and strategies in
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education. Special attention is given to globalcadey and multi-sectional partnerships
to promote education for girls and women in pattcuhrough UNESCOs Global

Partnership for Girls and Women’s Education.
Conclusion:

From the above article, it can be concluded thatation can play a significant role in
empowering women and making them lead a dignified Over the centuries, women
have faced numerous obstacles to the path of teducation such as poverty,
geographical isolation, sexual violence, gendercrasnation, early marriage and
traditional and cultural mindsets. Because of latkducation, the women have not been
able to avail the rights available to them. This hesulted in their negligible political
participation and their economic status negatibelgn affected. The end result of this has

been their low status in society.

Education can certainly play a pivotal role in ehating gender inequality. It is very
much essential to bring awareness among peoplet #ienefits of equality between
men and women. The inclusion of concept of equatityurriculum and laws concerning
gender equality have significant impact on the needchieve the constitutional goal of

egalitarian society.

The Indian Government and international organiraticuch as the UNESCO are

committed to educate and empower all girls and womehe world.

However, achieving gender equality and empowerroémgirls and women will require
sustained efforts, including legal frameworks, ediomal opportunities to counter
deeply-rooted gender-based gender discriminati@i dften results from patriarchal

attitudes and related social norms.

References:

1. Deobhanj, S (2014) “Empowering India with Gendeu&dy.”Odisha Review, April:
97-101

2. Government of India (GOI).2000. Education for dlie year 2000 assessment report :
India. New Delhi: Ministry of Human Resource Devaioent. Government of India.

3. Govinda . R (2002). "Providing Education for alllmdia “.Pp1-20 in Indian education
report edited by R.Govinda. New Delhi.

4. https://www.globabartnership.org

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018  Page 48




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

o

https://en.unesco.org

o

Indian Human Development Survey (Working paper Rail6-2) National Institute of

Educational, Planning and Administration and Oxfordversity Press.

7. Ministry of Human Resource Development (2014), (Eational Statistics at a
glance’, Ministry of Human Resource Development (GO

8. Nayar, Usha. 2002 “Education of girls in Indian Assessment” Pp 35-46 in Indian
Education Report, edited by R. Govinda, New Delmtional Institute Educational
Planning and Administration and Oxford Universitg$§s.

9. NPE (1986), National Policy on Education 1986, ity of Human Resource
Development, Government of India.

10. Rao, Nirmala, Kai- Ming Cheng and Kirti Narain.G&)"Primary schooling in China
and India: Understanding how socio- contextualdesctmoderate the role of the state”.
International Review of Education 49:153-176.

11.UNESCO Institute for Statistics.

12.UNICEF'S ‘Progress for children report on genderityaand primary education in
India’ (2005).

13.UNESCO’ Education 2030 Framework for Action.

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018  Page 49




O International Inventive

- Multidisciplinary Journal
Inventive
Publication An International Peer reviewed Refereed Journal |ISSN : 2348-7135

7. Status of Women in India: A struggle for existeoe

Dr. Rimpi Mehani Chopra
Assistant. Professor

Ramgarhia Girls College, Ludhiana.

Abstract: The power of the women is not an unheard epicsand their cry for justice in all
castes and creeds of India. Women held high s@tdsposition in Ancient times. Her status
deteriorated later. Indian Women'’s position in taenily and in the society depends upon the
level of her education. Higher the education legegater is the equalitywomen status during
British rule in India was worse. It started changiafter Mahatma Gandhi gave a call to women
to participate in the independence movement. Maegtgvomen helped in changing the women
status in India. After Mrs. Indira Gandhi was ekdtas the Prime Minister of India, the
condition of women changed positivelpdia has seen an increased percentage of literacy
among women, and women are now entering all kifggadessional fields may it be fighter
pilot, train drivers or chef’s in five star sociefi. But on the other hand, the practices of female

foeticide, poor health conditions and lack of edigraare still persisting.

Introduction: Our earth is a magical planet which has its owelesyof extinction of old species
and creation of new. Out of these the fittest basurvival and the stronger has its dominance.
Each specie has two genders. One is stronger pitlysend the other is stronger mentally.
Physical strength shows the signs of easy dominaite mental strength, there is a fluctuation
in dominance and recessiveness. Homo sapiens anelldr of the earth. They have men as a
strength full gender but the strength of women Kejtuating. Their mental strength, emotional
strength and the motherhood has always kept thefighting position. They faced many odds
and conquered them with zeal. Their status chang#d era. Although they had never been
stronger than men still they have come out stroagyra times. The present times Indian society

is one of the leaders in generating women equality.
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Ancient India: The status and position of women was good inRigeVedic times. They were
allowed to select their own husbands through swesnvighough the overall position of women
was lower than men. Discrimination against educatiod other rights of the women started in
the post Vedic period. The women were facing tocmemphasis on physical chastity, Child
marriages were very common and they had unquestiobedience to husband. This led to
progressive deterioration of her position. Remggiaf the widow was permissible up to the
times of Kautilya. Megasthenes has stated thatrBasias did not communicate knowledge of
philosophy to their wives. They considered womeibéanferior to men in status. The position
and status of women in the Mughal period was vexyrpPurdah pratha and child marriage were
common. Only the women of lower classes were altbwe move out of their houses. The
Muslims women observed purdah much more striciytthe Hindus. Polygamy was common
among rich societ§™.

Medieval India: The position of women became inferior in medieVWadia. They were
considered as a material than a person. Women leeskave of man’s passions and were forced
to live according to the wishes of their owneratsic and Christian invasion curtailed the
freedom and rights of women. The sati pratha was sa this period.However, women
exercised great influence at home and some of thgped their husbands in their avocations.
Generally, it was the responsibility of the meridok after the economic affairs and the women
would take care of the needs at horBaints like Chaitanya, Nanak, Meera, Kabir, Ramdas,
Tulsi and Tukaram were born in this period and pgagted in favour of women’s right to
worship. The Bhakti movement opened the gate ajicels freedom to women. This resulted in
securing some social freedom to wortien

Pre Independence:Women status during British rule in India was gobd. Macaulay wrote
that the Indians could not be taught by means eif tinother-tongue. The Indians should be
taught some foreign language. Macaulay thoughhaial as an ignorant nation whose education
could be through the civilized Western educatiotill ey encouraged the education of the
women. They encouraged co-education system. Their wwas to westernize the Indian
population. Women status in india started changiamy years after the struggle for India’s
freedom started, when Mahatma Gandhi gave a calbtoen to come forward and take part in
the independence movement. There is hand of maat glomen, Vijaya Laxmi Pandit, Sarojini
Naidu, Mrs. Aruna Asaf Ali, etc who helped in charggthe women status in India. The number
of girls enrolled in various institutions kept omcreasing continuously over the years - from
1,424,422 in 1922 to 4,297,785 in 1947. The tredsmbawomen education was encouraging and

it was clear that women’s education had grown ré&afay during 1921 to 1947. Women had
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come to receive education in large numbers andwsée looking towards taking up carriers.
This development though was confined to the urb@asa Because, in urban areas most of
women’s educational institutions were managed hyapr organizations. The government
educational organizations could not reach the ranehs?.
Post Independence:When our country got its independence, the padieon of women
nationalists was widely acknowledged. When thedndConstitution was formulated, it granted
equal rights to women, considering them legal erig of the country and as an equal to men in
terms of freedom and opportunity. The national fieniteracy rate was an alarmingly low 8.6%.
The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for girls was 24.8%rimary level and 4.6% at the upper
primary level (in the 11-14 years age group). litespf the Sharda ABwhich was passed in the
1950s to raise the marital age limit for girls,|dimarriage particularly in North India was quite
prevalent though the average age at marriage foralls was increased to 18. Sprawling
inequalities persisted in their access to educatiealth care, physical and financial resources
and opportunities in political, social and cultuspheres. The practice of dowry was as common
as evef®.
Today women have asserted themselves over malendtedi realm. In every field, women are
making their presence felt. Women are actively ip@dting in the democratic process and
elections which is quite more impressive in enhagdheir status. Women participation in any
area of work is increasing day by day than men sschumber of women voters is increasing
than men voters on the days of polling. They aiaglbard work in performing professional as
well as household responsibilities very activelywei after huge level improvement in the
women status in India, they are still exploited amblsed in many ways like rape, sex
discrimination, etc. The Special Marriage Act of549, allowed marriage irrespective of
religious affiliations. Divorce by mutual consenasvpermitted. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955
made monogamy the rule for both men and women. Abisprovided for the registration of
marriage. Divorce became permissible under cedairditions. The petition for divorce could
be presented by either the husband or the wife.fitther was conferred the custody of children
up to the age of five but the guardianship rested the father. The age of marriage was fixed at
the minimum of 15 for girls and 18 for boys.. Thght of a mother to be the guardian of her
minor child was recognized but this could be defédty any testimentary appointment made by
her husband. A mother could not appoint a guartinher children by will.

The Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1986entitled a wife to maintenance for
life. Children both legitimate and illegitimate veeentitled to be maintained by parents. The

Abolition of Dowry Act, 1961, prohibited any propgior valuable security to be given or agreed
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to be given either directly or indirectly by onertyain a marriage to the other party. All these
Acts were passed to give women equal rights in ianger divorce, inheritance, adoption and to
make the demand for dowry an offence. There is,@vaew no uniform Civil Code because these
reformist laws apply so far to Hindus, Buddhistang and Sikhs and not to Muslims, Christians
and Parsees, who are still governed by their mligilaws, constituting what amounts to lacuna
for the concerned sections of women.

Twentieth century: With time, a lot has changed since those dark afjdbe 1950s for the
women. Though at some levels crimes like dowryeraexual harassment at office or public
places, molestation and eve-teasing, still prevddi we can’'t deny that the situation has
improved since the earlier times. Women, who noprasent 48.2% of the population, are
getting access to education, and then employmenn 5.4 million girls enrolled at the primary
level in 1950-51 to 61.1 million girls in 2004-0Bt the upper primary level, the enrolment
increased from 0.5 million girls to 22.7 millionrigi.Adding to women safety and reduce crime
against women, government of India had passed andtlvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Bill, 2015 replacing the earlier Indiamvenile delinquency law of 2000. This act is
passed especially after the Nirbhaya case whercased juvenile was released. According to

this act, the juvenile age has been 16 years fi®years in cases of heinous offerfées

year 2010-11| 2011-12 2012-13| 2013-14| 2014-15
primary 1.01 1.01 1.02 1.03 1.03
secondary| 0.88 0.93 0.96 1.00 1.01
Tertiary | 0.86 0.88 0.89 0.92 0.92

Education is the single most important factor toswea gender equality and
empowerment. The Gender Parity Index (GPI) is #te rof the number of female students
enrolled at primary, secondary and tertiary lewal®ducation to the corresponding number of
male student in each level. Thus GPI (based on GHERgh is free from the effects of the
population structure of the appropriate age gropqmvides picture of gender equality in
education. During 2005-06 to 2014-15, substantiabpess has been achieved towards gender
parity in education as revealed by GPI in the folly figure1®?:
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Figure 1: Trends in GPI
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Dropout rates for girls have fallen by 16.5% betwéee year 2000 and 2015. Programs like

‘Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan’ and ‘Saakshar Bharat Misgar Female Literacy’ has helped increase

the literacy rates from less than 10 percent toentban 50% today. The result of this is that

India has world’s largest number of professionajbalified women. Women in India slowly

started recognising her true potential. But dtiéd phrase stands true, “miles to go”.
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Abstract: This article is an attempt to the most burning espuevailing in India an attack with
acid. It is much more intentional act and graveartheven rape and murder. These groosome
crime footprints the victim miserable living conadlit or even it results in death. Most of the
women restrict themselves to their homes to avalulip appearance. In such situations, it is
very pertinent to discuss the present laws thaeguoug this crime in India.

Introduction

Women constitute half the population in the socaatd it is presumed that best creation belong
to the women. It is harsh reality that women hagerbill treated in every society for ages and
India is no exception. Violence against women igédly unreported. Fear and stigma often

prevent women from reporting incidents of violemeeseeking assistance. Among them one of
the most heinous crimes committed against womextits attack. Acid attack is a gender based
violence committed on women with the intent to idisfe her. Study found that 78% of report of

acid attack is for refusal to marriage or rejectddmomance. The contributing factors are various
for these attacks. Among the main are the sociakwmess of women in the society and the
existence of a male dominated society. Moreover eidisy availability of acid in an inexpensive

manner makes the perpetrators to use this as ahvid@pon against the women. This offence
being bailable in certain situations, the punishimgmes not act as a sufficient threat on the
offenders in most cases. Our legal and medicaésys$iave also proved very weak while dealing
with such cases; there is no proper legislation twedmedical facilities provided are also not

proper.
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Meaning and definition of an acid attack:

The research conducted by UNICEF reveals, "Acidcéttis a serious problem all over the
world, even children are becoming victim of acithek in many cases. In an Acid attack, acid is
thrown at the face or body of the victim with delibte intent to burn and disfigure. Most of the
victims are girls, many below the age of 18, wheehaejected sexual advances or marriage
proposals "Acid attack" ovitriolageis defined as the act of throwing acid onto theybofia
person "with the intention of injuring or disfigng [them] out of jealousy or revenge".

Aim of most acid attacks is not to Kkill, but tosfigure and debilitate, something more
brutal than murder. In such cases, the perpetveants the victim to live and suffer physically
and emotionally for the rest of their life. Thedtaeks are used as a weapon to silence and
control the victim by destroying what is constratctes the primary constituent of their identity,
i.e., their body.

Factors Leading to Acid Attack

Acid attack is not committed against women alonésitcommitted even on men, women,
children, and adult. Revenge for any past incidemoeurs between victim and offender, the
refusal of an offender, the refusal of an offenwdrriage proposal, the refusing to have a sex or
relationship, failure of a girl to bring a dowry ber husband, business disputes, domestic fights,
disputes over property, for committing Robbery,ehat jealous, extra affair, political rivalries,
rarely it is accidental, that is presence of vicsitthe scene.

Acid as a Weapon and Its Effects
The biggest reason for the high frequency rat&caf attacks in India is that concentrated

acid is cheap and easily available in the marketas low as Rs.16-25 liter. Due to cheapness, it
is easily available in all places. Acids and bameschemical compounds that have distinctive
properties in water solution, these acids and blaaes different characteristics of taste and this
taste are based on the concentration of those icalBsmBoth the acids and bases have a
characteristic of corroding the metals and otheclas. The acids do not need any source of heat
for causing any damage to the living tissue. Mdghe acids have the tendency to absorb water
from the skin and react with it. During this reactiheat is released outside. This type of reaction
is called exothermic reaction. This heat will inntwlamage the cells instantaneously.

Acids are corrosive substances that will causéMsnecrosis (death) of human skin tissue and
will even corrode a metal in higher concentratidhey can cause serious poisoning; burning and

serious injury can result from exposure to stroegia Commonly available acids include
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Sulphuric acid, Hydrochloric acid, Hydrofluoric d¢ciPhosphoric acid etc. The effects of acid on
the skin may include redness, and burns. In sesases, it could lead to shock and death. Some
other effects include permanent hair loss or sgatinnhaled in large quantity it can also lead to
pulmonary disorders.

Consequences of Acid Attack

Acid attack victim faces long-term consequencetgrahe attack there, life style itself will
changes fully in one day, even their loved one%® atarted ignoring the acid attack victims.
Due to their horrific physical appearances, theetga@lso looks at the acid attack victims as an
alien. Acid attack victims itself feel worthlessdaembarrassed to come out from their houses
due to their drastic changes in their appeararier temaining life will be ruined after that

incidences.

Physical Consequences

Acid eats through two layers of the skin, i.e. fta¢ and muscle underneath, and
sometimes not only eats through to the bone buiy even dissolve the bone. The deepness of
injury depends on the strength of the acid anddimation of contact with the skin. Burning
continues until the acid is thoroughly washed oihwvater. Thrown on a person”s face, acid
rapidly eats into eyes ears, nose and mouth. Byald lips may burn off completely. The nose
may melt, closing the nostrils, and ears shrivel Aiggd can quickly destroy the eyes, blinding

the victim. Skin and bone on the skull, forehedmeks and chin may dissolve.

Social and Economic Consequences

Victims face a lifetime of discrimination from sety and they become lonely. They are
embarrassed that people may stare or laugh atdhedmay hesitate to leave their homes fearing
an adverse reaction from the outside world. Victivi® are not married are not likely to get
married and those victims who have got serioushdias because of an attack, like blindness,
will not find jobs and earn a living. Discriminatidrom other people, or disabilities such as
blindness, makes it very difficult for victims terfd for themselves and they become dependent

on others for food and money.

Indian Scenario in Past and Present
Prior to the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2013 theras no such specific laws relating to acid

attacks.The Section 326 of the Indian Penal Codehndteals with voluntarily Causing Grievous

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 57




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

Hurt by Dangerous Weapons or Means was not sote#eian dealing with this heinous form of
crime because it does not include acid attack.€lgjeteenth law commission of India which was
headed by Justice A.R Lakshmanan then proposedvaseetion 326A and 326B in the India
Penal Code and section 114B in the India Evidende A

Further, The 226 Law Commission Report statedd¢batpensation to victims of acid attacks is
of vital importance as huge medical costs are oftenlved. The victims of acid attacks need
both short term as well as long term specializedioa treatments and plastic surgeries.

After the leading case of Laxmi v Union of IndiatBupreme Court passed an order to put ban
on selling of acid in shops. For preventing acithaks, the Supreme Court has completely
prohibited the counter sale of the chemical untessseller maintains a recording of the address
and other details of the buyer, and the quantund 8leould not be sold to any person under 18
and all stocks must be declared with the local divlsional magistrate (SDM) within 15 days.
Undeclared stocks could be confiscated and theutlefdined up to Rs.50,000. Acid attack is
now a non-bailable and cognizance offence.

The CRIMINAL LAW (Amendment) Act. 2013 resulted imsertion of sections 326A and 326B
for specifically dealing with acid violence. Them&ections 326A and 326B read as follows:
326A. Whoever causes permanent of partial damage orrdéjoto, or burns or maims or
disfigures or disables, any part or parts of thdybof a person or causes grievous hurt by
throwing acid on or by administering acid to thatgon, or by using any other means with the
intention of causing or with the knowledge thatifékely to cause such injury or hurt, shall be
punished with imprisonment of either desciptiondaerm which shall not be less than ten years
but which may extend to imprisonment for life, amih fine: Provided that such fine shall be
just and reasonable to meet the medical expengée tfeatment of the victim: Provided further
that any fine imposed under this section shalldid o the victim.

326B. Whoever throws or attempts to throw acid on asng@n or attempts to administer acid to
any person, or attempts to use any other meanh, thé intention of causing permanent or
partial damage or deformity or burns or maimingl@figurement or disability or grievous hurt
to that person, shall be punished with imprisonnoéreither description for a term which shall

not be less than five years but which may exterskt@n years, and shall also be liable to fine.

Compensation for acid attack
Section 357B has been newly inserted in Criminak@dure Code, 1973 which reads as: "The
compensation payable by the State Government weion 357A shall be in addition to the

payment of fine to the victim under section 3264section 376D of the Indian Penal Code."
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Free Medical Treatment

357C has been newly inserted whereby all hospifalblic or private are required to provide
first aid or medical treatment free of cost. Thetiem reads as: "All hospitals, public or private,
whether run by the Central Government, the Statee@wonent, local bodies or any other person,
shall immediately, provide the first-aid or medita@atment, free of cost, to the victims of any
offence covered under section 326A, 376, 376A, 37T®BC, 376D, or section 376E of the
Indian Penal Code and shall immediately informgbkce of such incident.”

-Enactment of appropriate provision for effectiegulation of sale of acid in the States/Union
Territories.

-Measures for the proper treatment, after carerahdbilitation of the victims of acid attack and
needs of acid attack victims.

-Compensation payable to acid victims by the Statefeation of some separate fund for

payment of compensation to the acid attack victims.

CONCLUSION

An acid attack has the long lasting durability pb#ing the victim who faces perpetual torture,

permanent damage and other problems in theirAitbhough they are ready to pursue a normal
life, there is no faith that society itself willet them as normal human beings given their
appearance and disabilities after an attack. Thay not be able to work. As a result of which

they prefer a darken life to live and to hide thelwss from the world. Therefore, to check

attacks on women harsh and stringent punishmeniléhme given to offenders. The woman

should learn physical defensive measure in ordgsrddect themselves from the perpetrators.

Again the government should take appropriate actiarder to combat that heinous crime.
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“There is no chance of the welfare of the world urdss the condition
of women is improved. It is not possible for a birdo fly on one wing.”
- Swami Vivekananda

Education is essential for every human beiAgcording to the 26th article of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, every individual hhe tight to education. Education shall be
spread in such a way so that it can lead the iddals to get the developed version of their
personality. Education helps the individuals tesgthen their fundamental freedoms and human
rights. As wise men say, education must promoterdace, understanding, and friendship
among all the races, religious groups and natidhe.women of our country need to be provided
all the facilities of education. The importanceedfucation has the same dignity in both cases of
boys and girls. Education is not entirely the chood the young generation. The international
human rights law claims for a basic level of ligrdor all the human beings, regardless of age,
gender, race and anything else. Every citizentl@asight to seek to obtain basic numeracy and
literacy skills. Usually, all the states are bowogrovide the free facilities of education totak
women at least at the fundamental and the elemestages. Usually, media plays an initial role
in spreading the awareness among the societythidritase, the contribution of the media is the
same. It helps a lot to spread the public awarereggding the importance of education. Media
let each and every layer of the society to undedsthe importance of the women awareness and
proficiency. Media has a lot of effect on sociefypday media is a main part of our lives. It is
way to announce our thoughts and goals. Media ghimtithg up more ideas about empowering
women in all aspects. It is possible only if wonse educated. Media can bring awareness in
the society that women should also have right toegeal education as men. In some parts of
India , girls are not allowed to get educatiorsdtinds intriguing how in India’s mythic history,
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the woman in India has been relegated to a secppaaition. It would be a sad commentary on
the subordinate role of women in India when womadeally viewed as Shakti (Power), the
origin of power itself but in reality found as hkdgs, hapless woman without any identity except
that of a wife, or the mother who has very litti@ioe in decision making and has very little of

her own basic choice.

From ages, Women have been undeat gocial control which has restricted them
from what they want to say and where and to whoualtu€al moves in almost every social set-
up determine women’s socialization in no uncertaimms. A vast majority of Indian women
work through out their lives but they are not a#ilty recognized. According to a survey
conducted by NCW covering over 1200 women in batianized andunorganized sector it has
been found that 50% experienced gender discrinminaby way of physical and mental
harassment of women at work. The survey reportscridiination not only in salary but also in
promotions, work distribution and working hours. Wven generally earn a far lower wage than
men doing the same work. In no state in India woieth men earn equal wage in agriculture.
The media can certainly bring some of these biases light. The soaring crime rates and
violence against women in the country reflects woras weaker sex who are being dominated
and exploited. They face violence inside and oetsite family throughout their lives. Before
empowerment of women can be achieved it is necessanable women to give voice to their
experience, their sufferings, and for society tdarstand them as human being and respond to
them with sensitivity. Millions of Indian women spty lack the freedom to go out of the house
to get health services they need to the most. Alicgrto National Health Survey, only 52%
women in India are not even consulted on decisioouttheir own health. The majority of
women go through life in state of nutritional sge§hey are anemic and malnourished. Girls and
women face discrimination within the family; by eat last and least. Female foeticide is a big
issue in developed India. Ironically, Female fetdking is high in Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan specially. In these states, the ratisheckingly low as compared to other Indian
states. Female infant mortality rates are higheantmale infant mortality rates. Sample

Registration System (2000) reveals that femaleninfi@ortality rate is 74 per 1000 live birth.

Women Education
Women education refers to every form of educatibat taims at improving the
knowledge, and skill of women and girls. It inclsdgeneral education at schools and colleges,

vocational and technical education, professionalication, health education etc. Women
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education encompasses both literary and non-liteeducation.Education of women enables

them to set their own priorities, seek knowledge aformation to make their own choices.

Education will empower women to corfmward and contribute towards the
development and prosperity of the country. Econceamipowerment and independence will only
come through proper education and employment of evorieducation helps a woman to live a
good life. Her identity as an individual would neget lost. She can read and learn about her
rights. Her rights would not get trodden down. Tifeeor condition of women would improve a
lot, if we take a broad outlook in the field of falm education. Educated girls and women are
aware of the importance of health and hygiene. Oginchealth education, they are empowered to
lead a healthy life-style. Educated mothers cam tagtter care of both herself and her baby.
Educated women are now looked upon with dignity &odhor. They become a source of
inspiration for millions of young girls who makeeti their role-models. Educated women can
prove be highly successful in the fields of life.gitl-child should get equal opportunity for
education, so that, she can plan to become a sfatdsctors, engineers, nurses, air-hostesses,
cook, or choose a profession of her choice. Theadd women should insist on exercising their
civil, social, political and economic rights. Thigill help improve the overall condition of
women in the society. We can hope for better dalggewall women of our country will be
enlightened and educated.

But sadly, only 50% of India@men are literate as compared to 65.5% of men. In
rural areas of India, far fewer girls than boystgschool. Even if they are go, many of the girl
students drop out of the school. Women and girks exposed to great discrimination in

economic,health and social services access workdwid

Role of Media

Media is considered to be the nimgiortant tool of society in the modern timestas |
has the power to reach out to a large audience dgsmommunication and create an impact
wherever it can reaclCommunication is extremely important for women’'srelepment and
mass media plays a significant role. Media can edgtforce stereotyped images of women and
their roles in society. Media has huge influencgpeaple. It should act with more responsibility
before reporting and publishing any news. Portrayfalvomen which is derogatory to their
image by media is an evidence of lack of gendesiteity and has called for making them

accountable for such representation of women. Ther
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e is a need to produce programmes that talk abwmame generating schemes for women.
Unfortunately, in these kinds of ventures typicalomanly jobs” like papad-making, sewing,
embroidery, pickles making etc. are propagateasStshould be given on non-traditional skills
which can break the myth that women are suitedertam kinds of jobs only. The distance
between women and media not only deprives the woaofetiheir right to information and
knowledge but also keeps the women in the darkrdeggathe blatant misuse of the female and
the distortion of the truth.

(a) The media must project the working worrethe unorganized sector as worker and not
merely as performing the duties of wife/daughteney being major earners, they must be
projected as producers and not merely consumers.

(b)The media should make deliberate attengpi®t only project the problems of women in
poverty, but should monitor in such a way that totig role models are not depicted, nor
derogatory references to their work are made.

(c) To improve content and coverage, co@iid efforts for increased interaction between
NGO'’s, women’s social action group, research ogions, institutes of mass communication,

and the media personnel should be developed.

Suggessions
Governments should support women's educatiomimiagiand employment to promote

and ensure women's equal access to all areas @eld [&f the media. They should support
research into all aspects of women and the mediassi define areas needing attention and
action and review existing media policies with @&wito integrating a gender perspective.
Women's full and equal participation in the mediawdd be promoted, including management,
programming, education, training and research. @weent should aim at gender balance in the
appointment of women and men to all advisory, mamnant, regulatory or monitoring bodies,
including those connected to the private and Stateublic media . Encouragement should be
there to the extent consistent with freedom ofresgion, these bodies to increase the number of
programmes for and by women to see to it that wasnaeeds and concerns are properly
addressed. Encouragement and recognization of wemeedia networks, including electronic
networks and other new technologies of communinatés a means for the dissemination of
information and the exchange of views, includinghat international level, and support women's
groups active in all media work and systems of camications to that end.

Mass media and advertising organizationsist develop, consistent with freedom of

expression, professional guidelines and codes oflwtt and other forms of self-regulation to
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promote the presentation of non-stereotyped imageswomen and increase women's
participation in decision-making at all levels dfet media. They should promote the equal
sharing of family responsibilities through mediangaigns that emphasize gender equality and
non-stereotyped gender roles of women and men rwithe family and that disseminate
information aimed at eliminating spousal and clalobuse and all forms of violence against
women, including domestic violence. And to produmad disseminate media materials on
women leaders, as leaders who bring to their postiof leadership many different life
experiences, including but not limited to their expnces in balancing work and family

responsibilities, as mothers, as professionalsjasagers and as entrepreneurs.

Conclusion

“The role of Media is very important to accelerateriién empowerment which will lead
to economic empowerment of women. The Mass Mediwayeker, like all social media, are
good and practical means to increase, through isemhination of healthy concepts of being
woman, of what is the role of women in modern sg¢ief good examples that women give us
every day, of the results they have achieved antirage to reach out to women in many fields
of economics and beyond, the social consideratiowamen, giving to young women good
ideas and examples for their economic empowernfeliass Media could also make a strong
contribution, with the implementation of media cangms, to the dissemination of the concept
of gender equality. If people see in the mediaatercome of the differences between men and
women will bring him back into everyday life. Theas Media have always unconsciously
affected and influenced the thinking and behavisaziety. Media should focus success stories
of established, successful & renowned women inggit@decent representation of women. As
an important agent of socialization shaping of genles, its mechanisms for checks and

balances with respect to gender need to be stremgth
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Mahasweta Devi is known for ground-breaking andificditerary work focussing on the plight

of the dispossessed tribes as well as of otherineaiged people such as landless labourers of
India. As editor of the journBbrtika, Devi penned several stories that are often thdymtoof

her research as a journalist. Her narratives dontuntee tribal communities’ struggle to
overcome the oppression and violence wssroughtidfy-¢daste landlords, money-lenders and
corrupt government officials. These tribes facecmlsination even today for they are still
investigated by the police and are often categorése‘habitual offenders’. Hence, all her work
is dedicated to highlighting the suffering of dlbse dispossessed and downtrodden individuals
pushed to the periphery of society and forgottea part of humanity.

Mahasweta Devi who was committed to society, widloegmove the evils of society for
the oppressed and the downtrodden. Within her iattwriting, she created awareness in the
readers and thereby expect change in the so@etpur discrimination, casteism and classism
cause people to writhe in agony. She wished sucaiginaization living conditions to be wiped
out away from the face of the earth. This presapiep makes a theoretical study of Mahasweta

Devi’'s Douloti the Bountiful under the lense of @abased social exclusion and discrimination.

The Palamu | have depicted in my stories-is a mirnoof tribal India. ( Imaginay Maps iy
“Mahasweta Devi’'s stories inlrhaginary Maps”are not only linked by the common
thread of profound ecological loss, the loss of fitvest as foundation of life, but also of the
complicity, however apparently remote of the polirees of local developers with the forces of
global capital. And it is Douloti in whom the lowa land, of Nature indistinguishable from

parents and home, is seen at its strongest andvulogtrable” (204).
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Douloti the Bountiful was set in the village if Deoin Palamu (Bihar) in post-
independent India. The story portrays the plightGafinoriNagesia and his daughter Douloti.
Ganori was a bonded —labourer. He was sent tbgaihuse of stealing water- buffaloes from the
market. In order to do the purification for returgifrom jail and also to feast his people because
his eldest daughter and eldest son got marriedpydmeowed three hundred rupees from the
landlord Munabar Singh Chandela. He had to folloes¢ustom, “if you go to jail and stay there
you have to feed your community when you returnisTis such that you can’t get around it.
Ganori became a kamiya when he took that money’(21)

The way GanoriNagesia became Crook Nagesia telutalbhe exploitation and
oppression the tribals suffered at the hands obthers. GanoriNagesia was nicknamed Crook
Nagesia because he was crippled in an accidenwddeforced by the landlord to carry an ox
yoke on his shoulder because the young ox of mdldad was eaten by a tiger due to his
carelessness. While he tried to pull the cart, @drb on his face and the axle plunged into his
back. After this incident’” Ganori spent three manih Tehri hospital. He came out of the
hospital with his body broken.Ganori’'s condition swhteralized as slave due to the cruel
punishment meted out to him. Because Ganori bodoweney from Munabar and because of
the increase in interest and the recurrent sooi@dlezonomic needs, Ganori became his slave for
an indefinite period of time. Thus the tribals suéfld a lot under the hands of the landlords.
People like GanoriNagesia subscribed to the systhmout questioning anything because to
become a kamiya, for the tribal, is ‘fate’s decrézl).

One of the villagers, Bono Nagesia, who did nohboto follow the tradition, was taught
a lesson. Bono Nagesia who went to work in a coaérat Dhanbad under a contractor earned a
lot of money when he unintentionally killed a hgaln. Bono came back to his village Seora
with his money to build a house. He thought that ond-lord Munabar might take away his
belongings like pots and pans but not a house. gre@autionary measure, he got the permission
of the landlord Munabar to build the house. NoemaBono built the house, Munabar’s men
locked him up in a room and set fire to the hod$en he was forced to put his thumb print on a
sheet of white paper in receipt of twenty five repand was declared a bond- slave thereafter.
The landlord tells Bono:

“Take these twenty-five rupees. You are borrowimg because your house burnt down.

From now on you are my bondslave. You will repaytihg body’s labour. | could have

made your aunt, wife, and son my bondslave too. tBey have no strength in their

bodies; they won't be able to work hard. | won’eeget back the cost of giving them

snacks and their breakfast of thin gruel” (28).
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Even the unending labour of Bono’s body, the bodiesis wife, his sons and daughters
would not adequate for the repayment of the loahlzsd been acquiring metaphysically endless
proportions. Hence he decided not ‘to slave fordaued’ (29), and not to perform the marriage
of his son Dhano with Douloti and he vanished freora. He became a wandering ministerial
by joining father Bomfuller, a reformist journalistissionary.

“After Bono’s final departure from Seora village...any things happened in Seora

village. Munabar’'s white horse died. The lightnstguck tree suddenly fell over one

night and suddenly the bear-players came to tHagel Although Munabar made the
bears dance in front of his own house, the whdlage could after all see.”(30)

In the 1962 elections that took place, the trilwat not have any choice but to vote for
the man of Munabar’s choice. The tribals like @her things, had no say in that also. When
Crook Nagesia was no longer useful to his mastenvas freed from bondage to Munabar by
ParamanandaMisra, who was a relative to the logestp He did so only to take over Douloti,
the younger daughter of Crook Nagesia with an offemarriage. Crook Nagesia was too
ineffectual to resist against the local conspirbetween the Rajput bond-lord and the Brahmin
‘god’. The thirteen year old Douloti, the new- fallbbond-slave was thrown as a piece of meat in
the flesh market of the market- town of Madhpurahiey master Parmananda. As Chari says,
“she is thrown as the live sexual of a contractbovappropriates more than his money’s worth
of sensual pleasure from Douloti’'s body.” (66)

Ganori and Douloti’s fate is that of so many trilbban and women. Human beings are
not considered for their worth and the social systanly is to be blamed. Mahasweta Devi
brings this out in the story: “The social systerattmakes Crook Nagesia a kamiya is made by
men. Therefore, Douloti, Somni, Reoti, have to aiethe hunger of male flesh. Otherwise
Parmananda does not get money.” (62). since thiésdstconsidered everything as the outcome
of fate, they never tried to resist against theesys Douloti ‘s scepticism regarding the measures
that could be taken up by the government to pretlenpractice of bonded labour as a result of
the statistical data provided by the reformist misary Bomfuller and his associates is to be
considered in this context.

The story came to an end in 1975, just as IndiradB& Emergency began. The twenty
seven year old Douloti’'s body had been ploughed4f@rthousand rupees and she died of
venereal disease and hunger. Once Douloti was ibdaand useful; she was used, exploited,
plundered and wasted. But once she caught hersdismad could no longer be utilized to the
maximum, she was abandoned. She went to Tohri tabsphere she was not only rejected but

also robbed. So she decided to go back to her piate, Seora. She walked to the village of
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Tohri where the school teacher Mohan SrivastavBasic Primary School was preparing for the

celebrations of Independence Day by drawing a muge of India in front of the school. Douloti

who was exhausted and weak struggled to walk atiddésvn on the map. When Mohan

Srivastava, the school teacher came down fromdasy he found Douloti lying dead on the

map of India. The author describes the manner iciwouloti’'s body was lying on the ground:
“Filling the entire Indian peninsula from the oceda the Himalayas, here lies bonded labour

spread-eagled, kamiya whore Douloti Nagesia’s totewcorpse, putrefied with venereal
disease, having vomited up all the blood in itsateged lungs,” (94)

The hard- won independence has nothing to do watipje like Douloti who are yet to
taste freedom. The author’s question, “Today orfifteenth of August, Douloti has no room at
all in the India of people like Mohan for plannitige standard of the Independence flag. What
will Mohan do now? Douloti is all over India” (949 quite significant. For people like Douloti,
freedom remains only as an illusion. The passapeieg the morning after Douloti’s first rape
where ‘she was stretched out quite naked’ sugdbestsomplete identification of the exploited
adivasiwoman with India; she is India- meaning that tlo®rp exploited workers compose the
majority of the people of India and that Indeperaders a lie fir the vast majority of people in
India or at the very least that it is meaninglesthem.

Mahasweta Devi uses the image of the bonded-sekewbying dead on the map of India
to condemn exploitation and to destroy the myth &fee India for all. Douloti dies on the chalk
dust of the map of a mythical India, and in othards, “Everything would have reminded a
fairy tale, but the conclusion of the fairy taldife, bloody, pain-filled life” (50). Douloti malkse
one to reason the new pungent logic behind Mahassvatbsession’ with the nation. It would
be appropriate to say that this novella can bentalsea mirror to the nation which can be defined
by the victims rather by the ruling parasitic greup

“Douloti the Bountiful” establishes a parallel betsn the exploitation of adivasi men
who became bonded-labourers of the rich upper-d¢astwners whose labour and the fruits of
their labour are alienated from them and the segwploitation of the adivasi women who are
used or abused as they are poor who own nothintitenghe means of the their livelihood, nor
their own bodies.

Devi's literary work exposes the legacy of violertbat has been passed on into the lives of
generations of women. Her works portray women asms of the politics of gender, caste and
caste played at various levels of social relatigngHer fictional works are based on those rarely

disclosed, or constantly overlooked, accounts whesenen are stripped of their honour and
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humanity. It is the physical, emotional, psychotagirape that forces woman to strip the cloak

of chastity, obedience, transforming this act sfalbing into a symbol of female power.
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The status of women refers to her position in aosfructure, rights and duties. It is
generally measured in the comparative amount ddtigee and respect accorded to her with that
of men. The widely accepted view with regard to st@us of women is that they occupy a
secondary position in social hierarchy vis-a-visnm&ome religious norms, traditions and
scriptures are considered to have contributed ¢éofdihmation of this gender inequality. The
paper seeks to examine how significant is the oblesligiosity in promoting gender inequality.
An attempt has been made to study the positionrdedoto women in four major religious viz
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Buddhism and fgwut whether the injunctions of these
religions suggest subjugation of women in anyway.

So far as Hinduism is concerned, in theory it giwesnen an exalted status of goddess
but in practice it is male dominated. Accordingtimduism, the female was created by Brahman
as a part of duality in creation to provide comptmynen and facilitate procreation, progeny and
continuation of family lineage. Tradition recommendur prominent roles for married Hindu
Women-that of DASI, MANTRI, MATA and RAMBHA.

Hindu religious scriptures VEDAS support patriadcbaciety at family level as well as
structure of societal governance. The family ispaged to be headed by father. A number of
prayers were performed for the birth of son so tmatcould perform the religious rites of
ancestors. He was considered as a boat to salvatis preference resulted in unhappiness at
the birth of girls. The advent of daughters in figmavas not an occasion for rejoicing rather that
for general gloom and depression. A verse in Athafeda echoes general desire for the birth of

son and not daughter
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“The birth of girl grant it elsewhere, here granbay”

Athervaveda contains charms and rituals to ensweebirth of son in preference to a
daughter. This naturally led to the degradatioatafus of women in family and society.

Vedic literature indicates that women were heldordy in disrespect but positive hatred.
The RIG VEDA at many places gives expression t ittea of disbelief in the destiny of
women. They are held to be weak minded and unwasthyeing trusted. According to Vedic
hymn Indra himself has said that the mind of worheyoks no discipline, her intellect held little
weight. In conversation with the royal sage Purard¥rvashi herself confesses that with women
there can be no lasting friendship and that hedrgmen are hearts of hyenas.

The Vedas present a society where polygamy wagtentéut they did not approve of
polyandry. Athervaveda shows a strange funeradlrgimilar to Sati. Women were regarded as
untouchable during menstruation. Hindu society hadbeen willing to invest wife with full or
exclusive ownership rights over immovable propewjomen has no right over inheritance has
been expressed at many places in Vedas. The Vedtae that women were devoid of senses
and incompetent to inherit. Gender bias remainednajwomen as Rigveda advices a brother
not to give any share to his sister as she is gyate to a different family. Daughter, married or
unmarried did not have a share in patrimony.

Brother less women found it difficult to marry aoften had to remain spinsters. Much
higher standards of sexual morality have been tlmdn for women than men. Women as
dancers and courtesans did not have any respsctiaty as indicated by Vedas. Uncharitable
remarks against women are contained in Vedas wdnieturtful and degrade their personality
apart from lowering their status. Rig veda statesen are fickle by nature. They cannot control
themselves and can be easily won by one who isnféorm and expert in singing and dancing.

Women were excluded from Sabhas. Rigveda and Adlieda suggested that home was
the only sphere where activities of women be cotmaged. In Hindu scriptures the description of
good wife is

“Women whose mind, speech and body are kept indatign acquires high renown in
this world and next, the same abode with her hudlian

On the brighter side, however, Vedas place noicésin on movement of women,
supports widow remarriage, education of women amaeoship of property as ‘Stridhan’.

The Upnishadas are the heart of Hinduism but jikst Vedas and many other Hindu
Scriptures they were essentially composed with nmemind. The teachers were men, the
students were male and authors mostly men. Evers @Gaehtioned in them are male Gods.

Women generally figure in verses which deal witlogoeation roles, survival intercourse
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methods to obtain male child, spells to attract worand destroy their secret lovers. They were
supposed by Upnishadas to have been born for apgeagn’s instinct of pleasure. Father had
control over their daughters and gave them awayfessto whomsoever they chose.

However to be fair, we have to acknowledge thdtoalgh women were not given much
importance in Upnishadas they were not degraded. $hared their sufferings with them, cared

for them, shared their knowledge and wisdom widnland women gave them consul.

Manu relegates women to entirely subservient posiis he deprives them of Upanayane
Ceremony and thereby of education. In religiouaiedfalso he assigns inferior role to women.
While performing Namkaran, Jatkaram Vedic mantrasewot to be recited by women because
women are lacking in strength and knowledge of ¥adxt. He forbade women to offer an
Agnihotra. No fast, no vow, no sacrifice be obsdnl®y women. Women are impure and
represent falsehood. The religious ceremonieseabitith of daughter were performed with silent
prayers.

Mahabharta is even more outspoken in condemningemomthlessly and holding them
in utter disrespect and infamy. The epic holds thate is nothing more sinful than women.
Verily women are the roots of all evilThe destroyer, the god of wind, death, the nether
regions, the aquine mouth that roves through oceamiting careless flames of fire, the
sharpness of razor, the dreadful passion, the shakkthese exist in State of union with
woman.”

Bhishma corroborates the idea of wickedness of woldes discourses are full of fierce
attack on the gentler sex. Says h€here is no creature more sinful than women. Worsen
burning fire she is the illusion that Daitya Mayeeated.” Women is like those atherva mantras
which destroy life. Even after they have consembeld’e with one, women are prepared to leave
man for joining others. They are never satisfiethwine person of opposite sex. So men should
not love them nor should they cherish any jealoasiyaccount of them. Only for the sake of
virtues should men enjoy their society nor withheisiasm or attachment but with unwillingness
or absence of attachment. By acting otherwise memiie to meet with disaster. Bishma further
declared in Mahabharta that according to injunaiofhscriptures, husband should treat wife as
an acquisition. In other place, he has classed wowith riches and every other possession or
property which is coveted by thieves.

Shukra another writer of post epic ages also doespare women. He holds that women

are inherently weak and instinctively given to viéecording to his injunctions eight vices are
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innate in female sex i.e. greed, deceit, stupiditypurity, falsehood, inconsistency, insolence
and cruelty.

Thus, we see that in Hinduism, a secondary andrdirtate role has largely been
assigned to women and this is typical of othegrefis as well . The Quran and Hadith provide
basic source of authentic exposition of what Isktands for on the issue of women. Though
there are several positives for women in Islanil, grtain religious injunctions are responsible
for the secondary status given to women. The Isldaw of inheritance gives women less share
of property. A male is entitled to have as muclsizare of two females. Testimony of women is
considered worth half of men. Husband has the righbeat his rebellious wife. Women are
required to observe the tradition of veil, remam House cover their body including face,
communicate with men from behind a curtain, lowegirt tone while speaking and should not
walk in a manner that attracts attention. Islampsuis polygamy as Muslim males are allowed
four wives. Strong warning is given to women whowdonot accommodate their husband’s
sexual desires. In Islam in some regions, womemateallowed to enter mosques for worship.
Women have rights against men like men have righénst women but men have a rank above
the women. Men are considered as overseers of wdreeause Allah has granted virtues to
them over others.

Many leadership roles in organized church have hestricted to males in Roman
Catholic and orthodox churches. Only men canesasvpriests or deacons, only males serve in
senior leadership positions such as Pope, PatraardmBishop. Women may serve as abbesses.
Pope John Paul Il (1920-2005) encouraged womeadallrtheir role as wives and mothers and
attacked feminist ideology which asserts that med women were fundamentally equal. He
supported policies prohibiting abortions and useamftraceptives placing further limitations on
women freedom. Anthony Giddens arguedhéChristian religion is a resolutely male affair in
symbolism as well as hierarchy. While Mary the rapthf Jesus may sometimes be treated as if
she had divine qualities, God is the father, aarfajure. Women is portrayed as created from

rib taken from men

Concluding Remarks

A detailed analysis of four major religious of tiverld reveals that while all of them
agree on respect for women and their crucial nol&amily life especially as wife and mother,
they do not advocate emancipation in sense of edahklity of women with men. Male and
female roles are much differentiated and unbalarinedlmost all the world religions. The

religions reflect patriarchal values and influeméevomen in formation of religious norms and
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traditions is negligible. Women of course have @ paplay in many religions but are always
subordinate to men and it is likely to be privatiaia rather than public affair. The religious
texts, on one hand have to say a good word abouoten folk but side by side they are also
strewn with deprecatory remarks about women. Rmligiself may not be the main cause of

oppression of women, but it certainly is one otdas responsible for subjugation of women.
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Introduction

The role of women in society has been greatly aersin the last few decades but now are
coming to a more perspective to people. In theyedalys women were seen as wives who were
intended to cook, clean, and take care of the Kidsy were not allowed to vote while men took
care of having jobs and paying any bills that hado¢ paid.Soon enough it caught on that
women should have a bigger role than what otheplpethought women should have. Women
would have strikes and go on marches to provettiegt should have rights just like everyone
else. They faced discrimination like and other rédtat faced it. Women would voice their
opinion in any way possible so that they could hetheir goal and they did.

Women have made vast improvements in their lifestyh the past few decades from holding
positions in governments to simple things like igegtta job and supporting themselves. Men
have a tendency to leave their wives due to thetfet they had their child and the father was
not committed enough or not ready to be a father."

Abortion is also another problem that women aredawith. Morality is an issue with this as

women are sometimes not ready to be a mother adhhsbands or boyfriends have already
left them. Men usually just walk away from the ation but women have to choose to either
have the baby or have it “aborted”. Some peopleitsaya sin to let a women have an abortion
because they say they are killing a baby and tbg Izastill innocent and has nothing to do with

it.

Women play a great role in everyone’s life withaditom we cannot imagine the success of life.
They are the highly responsible for the successfutinuation of the life on this planet. Earlier

they were considered as only wives and mother veve o cook food, clean home and take care
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of the whole family members alone. But, now theditban has been improved a little bit, they

have started taking part in the many activitieeothan family and kids.

Position of Woman in Indian in Different Era

Ancient Period

Women during the early Vedic period enjoyed eqtetlis with men in all aspects of life. Works
by ancient Indian grammarians such as Patanjali kkathkana suggest that women were
educated in the early Vedic period. Rig-Veda vessggjest that women married at a mature age
and were probably free to select their own husbamds practice called swayamvar or live-in
relationship called Gandharva marriage. Scriptwsesh as the Rig Veda and Upanishads

mention several women sages and seers, notably &atdviaitreyi.

In approximately 500 B.C., the status of women beigadecline. Although reform movements
such as Jainism allowed women to be admitted tgioek orders, by and large women in India
faced confinement and restrictions. The practicelolid marriages is believed to have started

around the sixth century.

Medieval period

Indian women's position in society further deteated during the medieval period, when child
marriages and a ban on remarriage by widows bepamef social life in some communities in

India. The Muslim conquest in the Indian subcomit@ought purdah to Indian society. Among
the Rajputs of Rajasthan, the Jauhar was practisesbme parts of India, some of Devadasis
were sexually exploited. Polygamy was practised ragnblindu Kshatriya rulers for some

political reasons. In many Muslim families, womeare/ restricted to Zenana areas of the house.

In spite of these conditions, women often becanoenprent in the fields of politics, literature,
education and religion. Razia Sultana became thevasman monarch to have ever ruled Delhi.
The Gond queen Durgavati ruled for fifteen year®tgelosing her life in a battle with Mughal
emperor Akbar's general Asaf Khan in 1564. Chanoi Befended Ahmednagar against the
powerful Mughal forces of Akbar in the 1590s. Jajigs wife Nur Jehan effectively wielded

imperial power, and was recognised as the real pbelgnd the Mughal throne.

Immediately following the Bhakti movements, Gurundh, the first Guru of Sikhs, preached

equality between men and women. He advocated tloammen be allowed to lead religious
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assemblies; to lead congregational hymn singinigadlirtan or Bhajan; to become members of
religious management committees; to lead armigb@attlefield; to have equality in marriage,

and to have equality in Amrit (Baptism).

The Colonial Era

During the British period no notable changes oaturethe woman's right. They had several
inabilities in economic field. In a joint family siem, she was deprived of her share in parental
property. Her monetary jobs were considered tarraoral. However distressed a woman could
be but she was not allowed to earn money outsidédme. It was against her womanhood and
high birth.

A galaxy of social organisations likes Brahmo Sanfgmkrishan Mission, Arya Samaj etc.
opposed ' sati pratha' and child marriage. 'Wid@mBRrriage Act' was introduced in 1856. Legal
reforms were also introduced in 1860 and 1891dp shild marriage. "Sharda Act" had further
raised the age of marriage to 15 years. In briehugh legal reforms and favorable attitude of

social reformers in the late nineteenth centurgpsts for girls were opened.

Independent India

Independent reinforced the challenges and strugglenprove the status of women. Initially
education was seen as a means of empowermentsefiorts were started to encourage the
education for women. A National Committee on Wormsdtducation chaired by Mrs. Durgabai
Deshmukh was set up in 1956 to examine comprehalgdive problems of woman's education
and according to the recommendations of this Cotamia Council of Women's education and
according to the recommendations of this Commist€aouncil of Women's Education was set
up in the same year. Hansa Mehta Committee (186d)Bhaktvatsalam Committee (1956)
were also set up to look into the problems, speadiff of curricula for girls and lack of public
support for girls' education. All the Commissior@&dmmittees and policies formulated after
independence (including University Education Consiois 1948 to National Education Policy
1986 and PAD 1992), have laid due emphasis on wneglucation. Though all these efforts
have helped a lot in improving the status of wormaed their educational position, vigorous
implementation of various policies is required émove gender bias.

The Constitution of India guarantees to all Indreamen equality (Article 14), no discrimination
by the State (Article 15(1)), equality of opportiyn{Article 16), and equal pay for equal work

(Article 39(d)). In addition, it allows special pisions to be made by the State in favour of
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women and children (Article 15(3)), renounces pcast derogatory to the dignity of women
(Article 51(A) (e)), and also allows for provisiots be made by the State for securing just and

humane conditions of work and for maternity rel{@ftticle 42).

In the 1990s, grants from foreign donor agenciedblen the formation of new women-oriented
NGOs. Self-help groups and NGOs suctSaf Employed Women's AssociatigBEWA) have

played a major role in the advancement of womeglds in India. Many women have emerged

as leaders of local movements; for exambledha Patkaof theNarmada Bachao Andolan

In 2006, the case dfnrang a Muslim rape victim, was highlighted by the needmrana was

raped by her father-in-law. The pronouncement ohesdviuslim clerics that Imrana should
marry her father-in-law led to widespread protestsd finally Imrana's father-in-law was
sentenced to 10 years in prison. The verdict wdsomeed by many women's groups and the All

India Muslim Personal Law Board.

The emerging environment in our country is indwatof the beginning of a new era of global
consciousness, an era in which we have to comptgteat the national and the global level with
products of quality produced at a competitive prigilizing resources in an optimum manner,
thus, minimizing avoidable waste. In a sense,rgugiires a work force, of both men and women
of calibre possessing competence of internatiotaldards so that they can work together for a

better future.

Indian Women's Search for Justice

It was argued that unless the rules, conventiomslaws are brought out of the personal or
community level into the public domain women wouldt be able to enjoy the equality as
promised by the constitution.

The shah Bano affair brought an entire range afeisselated to women to the fore. First, it
brought the India state's attitude towards theeissiwomen in the context of her religious

community. Second, it also showed the weakneshefwomen's movement to mobilize its

strength to fight for a Common Civil Code. Thirdlybrought the weakness of the progressive
sections in society to come forward the demand agmfCivil Code for all the communities so

that women's rights come out of the domain of refignto the secular legal domain. The Indian

government's act in some sense weakened the Bbertiin the Muslim community and the
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voice of the educated women who found themselvéisi@point of time, against the strength of
the orthodoxy vis-a-vis the state.

Recently, the Protection from Domestic Violencd ®&#s tabled in the Lok Sabha.

Again the story does not end here. If the Judicsrfgrced to play the role of a disciplinarian in
preventing domestic violence, it also has to stepnther theatre of ' misuse and abuse'. Proxy
Motherhood or Surrogate Mothers are beset withasami ethical complexities. Absences of
protection of surrogate mother in case of medicalblems, exploitation of commercial
surrogates by NGO's and ambiguity about child'atrig know about parenthood-still remain
unclear. It is the woman who has to bear the baimampant commercialization of surrogate

motherhood and she should be sufficiently equigpeteal with the allied complications.

Need for Change

These needs are

» Effective enforcement of constitutional rights obmwan.

* Repeal of discriminatory laws.

* General sensitization of the law enforcing machjraerd positive legal education.

» Social education and awakening for change of so@ales. Not merely law reform, but
reform of the mindset, attitude and beliefs.

* Restructuring unequal social and economic relations

 Empowering them by creating work opportunities achibices. Making them equal
participants in the development process.

* Economic empowerment would be possible only whemam have full autonomy to spend
their income and also control resources.

» Building capabilities through education.

* Increase access to basic health care and nutrition.

* Equality in governance.

» Generating a creative relationship between govemtbmeivil society and international

community.
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Conclusion

The socially famished and impoverished women ofdrdeclined gradually and this sustained
depreciation was carried on till the urgent nee@rmpowerment made itself an imperative that
could no longer be ignored. The gradual erosiofewfale esteem and the resultant liberation of
"woman power" deprived the society and economy pdtent force that could have added to the
already deficient existing human resources of oountry. There is an urgent need for
multipronged strategies for empowering women anghgbng them to the centre of the
development process.
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Every society consists of men and women, thatidividuals of both the sex. The societal
principle of difference also includes sex differenéll human societies attach great importance
to sex difference. Though men and women have beig ftogether form the very inception of
human history, every society differentiates its rhems on the basis of sex, treating man and
women in different ways and that one sex shouldehstatus superior to the other, but in
practice, sexual differentiation is always traredatinto sexual inequality. Many areas of
employment were completely shut for women. Theyehagcess to resources, technology and
money. These generalizations apply, to some ddgrpeactically every known human society.
The most basic division of labour appears to bended on sex or gender. In recent years,
particularly with the rise of the women’s LiberatidMovement, the reasons for sexually based
division labour and for the inequality between maitel female roles have been hotly debated.
Clearly women are biologically different from mefhough there is disagreement about the
exact nature and consequences of this differencajessociologists, anthropologists and
psychologists argue that it is sufficient to expltie basic sexual division labour in all societies

As a mother, sister, daughter or wife, the roléhefwomen in the development of
human being personality in particular and the ghoarid progress of society in general, can not
be either denied of undervalued. But for centunean that is the male of the species had kept
her under his thumb, allowing her own developmemt stagnate. He treated her own
development to stagnate. He treated her like ptp@erd she lived her life under the domination
of her man, ever if she was ill-treated abusedoduted. The primary reason why women are
subjected to intimidation and violence is their @alinate status in a male dominated patriarchal
society. The biological fact of sex has created indifference between them. The aim and

objectives, desires and aspirations, duties angorssbilities, dress styles and behavioral
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patterns, role and statues of men and women aferafit. This does not mean that man and
women represent two different cultures as suchyTapresent one way of life, one culture and
one heritage. This is also true of India and Indimomen. The degree of freedom and
respectability given to women to move about ane fa&rt in public activities gives a good idea
of the nature of the society to which they belombge status accorded to women in society
symbolizes its level of progress.

For the purpose of the present study a village daRerka’ from Patiala district of
Punjab has been purposively selected, keepingaw ¥he convenience and resources of the
investigator. Patiala. The water supply to thidagé comes from a nearby village known as
‘Sialu’ which is about half km away. The streetstué village are mostly pucca. The two petrol
pumps are located on the Ghanaur-Shambu road whiche km away from the village under
study.

This is a multi caste village and a stratified ramdsample has been drawn from the village
households. The stratifying variable is caste gsanfithe village. The caste groups of the village
have been classified as shown in the followingeabl

Table |

Showing the caste distribution in village ‘Rurka’

Sr. No | Caste Category| No of households Percentage of sample house hold

"2

1. High Caste 104 25%

2. Medium caste 09 100 %
3. Backward caste 12 100 %
4. Scheduled caste 46 50 %

The list of households of the village was procuiredn the village Sarpanch who keeps
this list with him for the purpose of panchayatélens. The Sarpanch helped the investigator by
telling the caste groups of all the householdsi@nillage.

Womens included in the sample were interviewed wighp of a partially structured
interview schedule In addition to the interview heirjue, the non-participant observation
technique was also used and detailed notes abeuSdlsio — economic characteristics Age,
Religion, Education, job, monthly income, savingp&rticipation in Govt work like PRI etc.

1. Age.
It is important to find out the age distributiontbe respondents included in this study. In

order to get clear idea, the sample has been fodassito four age categories. The first category
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includes respondents 20 - 30 years of age, thende®Womens between the age of 30 to 40
years the third, Womens between the age of 4@tpears and the fourth categories Womens
between the age of 50 - 60 years. The distributifoimne Womens in these four age categories is
given in Table 3.1

Table 1l
Distribution of Respondents According to Age Categies
S. No Age (Years) Frequency| Percentage
1 20 - 30 years 26 26 %
2 30 - 40 years 26 26 %
3. 40 - 50 years 24 24 %
4 50 — 60 years 24 24 %
Total 100 100%

Age wise distribution of sample respondents revdas women between age — group of
20 to 30 years comprised 26 % of the total whiclk Wwdlowed by women of age group of 30 to
40 years, women between the age group of 40 tord0D5® to 60 years comprised equal

percentage, 22 % each.

2. Educational Background.

The Educational background levels have been @ikedsinto 5 cetegories, that is,
illiterate, Low education (up to middle), mediumuedted (up to 1? standrad), high educated
and womens who had studied up to B.A and M.A wectuded in the high educated category
and professional education like B.Ed etc includedprofessional education category. The
distribution of the women in these five educatiocetkegories has been presented in Talbe IlI

Table 111

Educational level of womens in Ruraka village

Education Category Number of Precentage
Cases %
llliterate 18 18 %
Low education 32 32%
Medium education 29 29 %
High education 15 15 %
Professional education 06 06 %
Total 100 100 %
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The distribution of the respondents accordinghiirteducational level indicates that a
majority of them in the low education category (32% little more than one fourth (18%) of the
respondents have been in illiterate category. Theee29% medium educated respondents int
hhe sample. There are 15 % high educated respdssderthe sample and only 06 %
respondents are in the Professional education (BRf€J category. Unfortunately 18 % in
illitrate, 32 % respondents were low education llesad only 06 % respondents were
professional educations. Form above analysisdtear that spred of education is still very very
low among women in rural areas. In our country éhir widespread illiteracy among rural
people, particularly among rural women. It is doeconservative social system, poverty, low

levell of awerness and many beliefs.

3. Economic Conditions

Human is not only a social animal; he is also amemic being. He is
incessantly engaged in what are known as econoctivtees. The fundamental challenge that
women’s development now faces is to ensure ecnommpowerment and self reliance for
women. Rural women perform a host of activities alshhelp in augmentation of their family
income. But in spite of that the economic conditadmural women is still not up to the mark. In
the present paper we have made an attempt to shedgconomic condition of rural sample

women. For this purpose certain important variablese idendtified and studied in detail.

Table IV

Monthly income of womens in Ruraka village

Income (Rs) Frequency Precentage %
Less than 1000 22 22 %
1000- 1500 32 32 %
1500-2000 18 18 %
2000-2500 07 07 %
2500-3000 13 13 %
Above 3000 08 08 %
Total 100 100 %
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Table IV reveals that the monthly income of samptenen respondents is quite low as
22 % of the total women respondents interviewegleaked that the monthly income from all
sources was less than rupees 1000/-. There was tangber of respondents, i.e. 32 % out of
100% whose income ranged between rupees 1000-1890.sample respondents revealed that
their monthly income ranged between rupees 150@-200ese respondents were either in small
home job or agricultural work or running smallsimess. 07% respondents revealed that their
monthly income between 2000-2500. there were 13a%apte respondents whose monthly
income was in 2500-3000 and there were only O&#ftpde respondents whose monthly income
was above 3000/- . These respondents were eithgowernment service and other small
business or private jobs. As a whole the incomeaial women in Rurka village is quite meager.
It is due to the fact that employments opportusitee not available those have these are near
about Patiala District.

4. Sources of Income
Women are engage in economically productive woik @arn incomes though their earning
are generally low. Most of the women work in agitieral sector either as workers in

household farms or as wageworkers.

Table V
Sources of Monthly Income of womens in Ruraka villge

Sr. No Sources Frequency| Precentage %
1. Agriculture and manual laboyr 42 42 %
2. Small job (domestic work) 18 18 %
3. Agriculture 14 14 %
4. Private jobs 12 12 %
5 Government jobs 08 08 %
Total 100 100 %

The study was also conducted to find out the seuofencome of sample respondents in table
V. Study revealed that main source of their incamas form agriculture and manual labour. Still
for considerable section of women i.e. 18 % the llsjoé like domestic work (low caste

women'’s worked in high caste people’s home) wasrha source of income. For 14 % women

respondents the source of income was from agrieulpnoduce like potato, vegetables, wheat,
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rice etc. There were only 12 % respondents wasiyrate jobs and only 08 % respondents was
in government jobs like government teacher etcaAghole the source of income of women’s

was from agriculture and manual labour, small job agriculture produce.

Conclusion :-

Though the status of women in Indian societyhhastorically and socially, has been
one of the respect and reverence, but hard trutimatseven today, they struggling for their own
identity, shouting for diffusion of their voices drfighting for their own esteem. The above
discussion reveals that women in Rurka village raweencouraged to participate in various
development programmers by the male dominated tyodtelucation level among women was
found very low and majority of women were foundfpening traditional types of jobs. Thus for
the overall development of women, it is essentalehcourage their active participation in
various development programs. For this purposeasigref education is must among said section
of the society. Women need to be educated abouitsmefr develop her economic status.
Furthermore employment opportunities must be cceéte rural women so that their level of
earning could be improved and they could be madiedseelopment. Only then atrocities
against women can be minimized and active participaof women in development can be
increased and social, economic, and political stafusuch a large section of population can be
improved. Special campaign by joint efforts of tgevernmental and non- governmental
agencies should be launched to generate awaremesgaural women.
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It is customary everywhere to classify the humammainity on the basis of sex into groups of
‘men’ and ‘women’. The biological fact of sex hagated much difference between them. The
aim and objective, desires and aspirations, duéied responsibilities, dress styles and
behavioural patterns, roles and statuses of memwanten are different. Nowhere in the history
of humanitymen and women were treated alike antjy@sd statuses alike. Women have not
been able to lead a life exactly on par with mesgite of their urge for equality.Women are one
of the most powerless and marginalized sectionadiin society. Various social and economic
indicators provide the evidence of inequalities amdherabilities of women in all sectors -
economic, social, demographic, health, nutritidn, €he rising incidence of crime and violence
against women are indicators of a decline in tispeet of women in society. Increasing physical
violence against women in the form of rape, dowegttis, wife beating and female-foeticide are
all indicative of the powerless position of womenfamily and society. Women are treated as
inferior members in their own families.

Status of women is a topic of sociological studiesl discussions ,for it mirror the position of
about 50% of the population of any society .Stuflthe history of human society reveals that
in no society of the world have women enjoyed &liseequality on par with men . Everywhere
they were subjected to inequality, discriminatiomd aexploitation. In some societies their
position has been comparatively better than thaheir counterparts in some other societies,
Even in the same society the status accorded toewdmas never been the same all through . It
has been changing in keeping with the changesaimgémeral conditions of society .The type of
the status assigned to women in any reflects theaaf its cultural richness and the level of its

civilizational standards.
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Hence Swami Vivekananda said ,”that country and tlat nation whichdid not respect
women have never become great nor will ever in fute”, The spirit of civilization can be
assessed by the way in which women are treatededognembers of that civilization,1

The persistent problem of inequality and discrirtiora against women gets reflected in
demographic imbalance ,unequal access to healtmainition ,educational neglect. It also gets
reflected in discrimination in employment and seVerea of social ,economic,and political
participation. In india, since long back , womearg considers as an oppressed section of the
society and they were neglected for centuries. Gigtald that women is the complement of
man and not inferior . The preamble of constitufioomises to secure of all its citizens “Justice-
economical, social, and political * The sense skrurity, humiliation and helplessness always

keep a women mum..

Natality Inequality or demographic inequality-in this type of inequality, a preference is
given for boys over girls that many male dominasatieties have, gender inequality can
manifest itself in the form of the parents wantthg newborn to be a boy rather than a girl.
There was a time when this could be no more thamsh ,but with the avaltasility ofmodern
techniques to determine the gender of the foets;-selective abortion has become common in

many countries .

Health status; Health status of a population that includes magratititritional status and medical
care, is one of crucial elements in the assessaighe equality of life.A World Bank report has
attributed the high female death rate in India @adgr discrimination at birth, during infancy
and through a woman’s reproductive life span .ghesence of excessive malnutrition among
female children as compared to male children has latiributed to the practice of marked
differences in the intra-family allocation of fobétween the male and female children. In India,
where traditional practice determine the houseldddtribution of food, it is customary that the
male members are fed before the female memberdamhiy. Further, a girl’s diet is inferior to
that of a boy’s both in quality and quantity.

Social inequality- The major problem of women are illiteracy and @yment inequality
llliteracy rate among girls is higher than thattloé boys. The reason for this is that the parents
prefer to take care of their sons and neglect thés gducation the reason for this that the
parents feel that whatever they invest on educasamot beneficial to them as the girl reach

others house after marriage. The second reasamfesending of the girls to school is that the
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mother needs her assistance in the householdtadiand feels that the duty of the women is
mainly maintenance of the house. Another reasoiiliteracy among girls is the poverty of the
parents and they could not afford to meet the edipere on the education of all their children.
To eradicate illiteracy among girls, the societpud remove all these barriers. Employment
Inequality , In terms of employment as well as potens in work and occupation , women often
face greater handicap than man. A country likeadagnd India may be quite equalitarian in
matters of demography or basic facilities and etem, great extent, in higher education and yet
to progress to elevated levels of employment amdation seems to be much more problematic

for women than for men. Men priority in seeking fblan women.

Ownership Inequality and Opportunities Inequality- In many societies, the ownership of
property can also be very unequal. The absenctawhs to property can not only reduce the
voice of women, but also make it harder for womanenter and flourish on commercial,
economic and even some social activities. Thig ypinequality has existed in most part of the
world though there are also local variations. e.gven though traditional property rights have
favoured men in the back of India. Even, whendhera relatives little difference in basic
facilities including schooling, the opportunitielogher education may be for fewer for young
women than for young men. Indeed , gender biasghen education and professional training
can be observed even in some of the richest cegntrithe world, in India too.

The most painful devaluation of woman is when shsubjected to physical and psychological
violence. The against women takes many forms imatuteticide, dowry, rape, prostitution,
sexual harassment of women, women trafficking andegligible political participation.

Selective abortion and female infanticide:

It is the act of aborting a fetus because it isdlemFoetal sex determination and sex selective
abortion by medical professionals has today gromin & Rs. 1,000 croreindustry (US$ 244
million). Social discrimination against women angr@ference for sons have been promoted
.various tests are used to determine the sex db#tas, which, if female is aborted. One of the
tests-amniocentesis-has been misused for fematieittee

Rape and Prostitution; young girls are often the victims of rape and mialgsn. Almost 25 %

of rape are of girls under 16 years of age. Howeweost rape incident go unreported, because
most of the time , the crime is committed by madative of the family. The institution of
prostitution is entirely a product of male dominati sexual violence against women and their

ensalvoment. Various studies show that most ofwtbmen take to this profession because of

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018  Page 89




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

economic necessity. Further , victims of rape, sthceidows , separated women , whom society

does not recognize as noble fall easy prey offfogession.

Dowry and Bride burning:

Marriage very often is a financial transactionndib. With economic prosperity our greed has
only grown. Rich and poor alike expect to make alkfortune when they get their sons
married. Demands are often made on the bride’slyamith not the least amount of
compunction. It is no surprise then that this is ohthe main reasons why families prefer to put
girls to sleep in the womb. The cavernous gregti@fyroom’s family is sometimes not even
satiated with the booty it acquires on marriage iterdtive demands are made thereafter. The
worst casualty in this is the dignity of the youmgman as well as her family.Non fulfillment of

demands sometimes spells death for the woman.

Sexual Harassment of Women:

Sexual harassment of women at workplace refers/toggindecent treatment to women workers
by violating all the norms of modesty. Many femal®rkers have complained of such
harassments during the recent years. This harasdmemen includes — continuous staring at
women, making women the targets of lewd remarksy ghkes, repeated invitation to meals and
outings, offers to drop them home, making unwantechments about dressings, making
“accidental” touches and dashes, making them sial Im the work spot even after the working
hours, male bosses calling smart female employedbleir chambers and making unwanted

“advances” towards them, molesting women workedssanon.

Women Trafficking; Womentrafficking as the act of recruiting, trandpwy, transferring,
harbouring or receiving persons through the udercke coercion or deception for the purpose of
exploiting them. This concept is accepted inteoratily but, m our view, it tends to place too
much emphasis on movement. We see women traffickgi@ form of modern-day slavery,
where people profit from the control and explodatiof others. Every country is affected by
trafficking, whether as a country of origin, transr destination. It is a lucrative criminal
industry, second only to drug trafficking, genergtbillions of dollars annually. A wide range of
trafficking occurs in which this is not the casdte, there are much more subtle forms of

coercion or force within families and communities
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Decline in the Political Participation of Women-

Participation of women who constitute 50% of ouakgopulation in politics and public life is
very much negligible in India. We find only a negfile number of women in prestigious
positions like those of Central and State cabinetisters, governors, secretaries and legal
advisers to the governments, ambassadors to otlwtrees, IPS, IAS, IFS officers, judges in
courts, mayors of big cities, office bearers oflatlia parties, etc. No political party of Indiasha
given position to women in accordance with theimber in the total population. In some areas
seats are reserved for women as we find in Granchagmat, JillaPanchayat, University Senate,
etc. Even in these areas women have not constithesdselves into a “pressure group “. Hence
in our political life, we have caste lobbies, lingjic lobbies, capitalist lobbies, minority lobby,
etc. but we do not have “-women lobby ” to bringgsure on the government.

In the light of the above discussion, it can be shat the continuing decline in the sex —ratio and
the higher mortality rate of women are primarilyedio the worsening conditions of life for
women in the poorer sections of society. Womennidid are not yet equal to men. Indian
women are not very much after equality with ment Bey expect a change in the attitude of
men towards them and their status. On the contrdmgy expect greater freedom, better
education, self —dependence, decent jobs, a ptogsment of women by men folk and a socio-
economic environment free from all types of exp@ltdn. It would also accord her full
opportunities to participate as a free citizerhia life of the nation. Our attempts to provide such
a type of socio-economic environment to women définitely influence their social status and

the socio-economic conditions in the days to come.
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In Indian culture and civilization, the girl chil@presents beauty, auspiciousness and prosperity.
She is worshipped as Dawn , the bringer of hope. Bdautiful dancer of Mohenjadaro, indicates
highly sophisticated culture. She is the mothemnwhan kind.

The position of women started deteriorating atterfirst phase of primitive history . Though our
constitution and many other legislative acts havemwted gender equality, their status
continued to be law. The empowerment of women amscegaining control and power over
their own lives. It involves awareness raising, |&8unig self confidence, expansion of choices,
increased access to and control over resourcesc@untry is on its path towards a knowledge
based society, women’s education is of much impeda Traditionally in India, women are
respected so their economic empowerment will nlyul@ad to their political empowerment.
They have great role to play in projecting our ardtand our way of life. In our country women
specific projects continue to play an importanenol promoting gender equality.

Girls still have less access to education than .bdigorically vocational technical education has
been differentiated by gender. The high proportibriemale enrolment in religious education
gave support to the arguments about the violatadrtbe basic objectives of these schools and
their role in reproducing traditionally gender ssgation in a secular school system.

Causes of educational inequality:

Economic, social and Infrastructural Barriers : Ho@ool system is under high pressure of the
high rate of population increase. The number of lwoed classes set the elementary level in
high and overcrowding in classes prevail at allelsv A further problem is related to the

spending in that the high proportion of personixglemses leave less resource for other needs.
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llliteracy is generally observed among poor womemural areas and especially those speaking
unofficial languages. Most frequent reason citedyioks for leaving school was “family did not

send”.

Discriminatory educational practices The gender equality in education is certainly not
confined to enrolment equal number of boys and gitlall levels. Subject choices at secondary
school have important influences over the kindsrahing and employment which are open to
girls and boys in later life. languages , arts aadial sciences for girls and boys in scientific,
mathematics and technical subjects. Studies hawersithat girls receive an unequal share of

teacher’s time and attention.

Lower quality of education imparts to girls:

School is important to consider that Indian girlaymexperience lower quality school
environment than boy. Prior research reveals ediratdisparities by various demographic and
school related factors such as gender, social backg, and access to educational resources. To
build on this foundation, additional research isde to further examine factors and moderating
influences that are associated with gender gapg, tanassess how the effects of India’s
increasing educational attainment, public polidesyeted to girls, and changing educational
landscape are having an impact. Several importamstipns emerge from the literature
regarding gender inequality in education. For eXergdthough socioeconomic and other family
background factors have been shown to influenceathinal attainment, it is less clear how
these factors may differentially affect boys andsgi Time devoted to learning and other
educational resources are also important to inya&j and it may be the case that parents are
prioritizing sons’ education over daughters’ edigrathrough the allocation of these factors.
Finally, the role of attitudes toward the educatdmirls is underexplored.

Female students with parents who look favorablynuine education of girls might be expected
to exhibit higher educational achievement relativethose without such parents. In order to
answer these questions, this paper will exploreréhegive contributions that social background
factors, learning resources, time devoted to legrnand cultural attitudes make to academic
learning through Educational reform in India Attdspo increase the educational achievement
of girls are taking place amidst a backdrop of guirgg educational expansion in India.

During the last half of the twentieth century, ilnchade great strides in improving its education

infrastructure — an achievement representative pbst-war educational expansion by newly
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independent states and the importance of educatitnn the emerging nation-state model
(Meyer, Ramirez, and Soysal 1992).

India’s educational expansion is also reflectivetled United Nation’s Economic, Social, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) program EducationAdl and the push to achieve universal
primary education by the year 2015 under the Millam Development Goals program . In
addition, expansion efforts are guided by India’'sn&titution, which mandates universal
education for those under the age of fourteen, & 19ational Policy on Education which 4
increased educational investments for girls ancefesaste children, and a 1993 Supreme Court
decision that upheld education as a fundamentiad afjcitizens.

Complementing these policy imperatives are otlomegiment and NGO efforts to universalize
enrollment, improve learning, and promote genderaéty in education. Specific policies have
included the expansion of educational funding, gh®vision of free educational resources such
as textbooks and uniforms, an increase in the nuwiblemale teachers, and the introduction of
local schools, single sex schools, and speciditiasi(including in non-formal settings) for girls
and the non-enrolled

A primary outcome of this increased focus on etlanaand learning has been a sizable increase
in literacy rates among the Indian population frapproximately 18% to 65% in the fifty years
ending in 2001. However, a significant gender gapearly 22% still remained at the beginning
of the 21st century (GOI 2000; GOI 2011). Accordiogcensus estimates, the literacy rate has
continued to climb to 73% in 20111 ; however, teader gap has only narrowed slightly, with
women still at literacy levels 16% below men (GOL2). Literacy rates among youths age 15-
24 were higher still, at 81% in 2005-2008, yet &ldender gap remained (UNESCO 2011).

The continued presence of educational gaps isapsrlunsurprising, given the historical
prevalence of gender inequality in a patriarchalidn society (Desai et al. 2010). However,
educational disparities in India are striking givibeeir contrast to a worldwide pattern of less
marked gender inequality in education.. Togeth&sehfactors contribute to higher overall
education expenditures for boys than for girls,nrewdth the existence of special fee reduction
policies for girls in some areas (Desai, Dubey, Manan, and Banerji 2009; Desai et al. 2010).
lower income students, and students with the ledstated parents (Desai, Dubey, Vanneman,
and Banerji 2009; Desai et al. 2010) 3 . 8 Reseatsb finds that differences in educational
expenditure on boys and girls are related to tiael lef urbanization. Kingdon (2005) finds that
inequality in educational expenditure within houdds in rural areas is primarily the result of
enrollment differentials between boys and girlsingsdata from the IHDS, Azam and Kingdon

(2011) also reveal that gender disparities in etilbical expenditure are more prevalent in rural
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areas and within certain states. In addition, ttegkors suggest that an important factor related
to gaps in education expenditure is the higherllefgrivate school enrollment among boys.
Finally, lower-income families may struggle to fueducational expenses and may have a higher
demand for child labor.

secondary level5 (UNESCO, 2011). Despite this megjrcertain subgroups of Indian girls (such
as those from rural backgrounds) may be at higekifor school withdrawal or absenteeism due
to cultural beliefs about gender roles. They map alevote less time to out-of-school learning
activities such as completing homework. Reasondiiminished engagement in schoolrelated
activities include the need to fulfill householdpensibilities such as domestic work and caring
for younger siblings. These competing demands ifts’ gime may present an opportunity cost
for parents who wish to employ girls in activitiast permit the economic survival of the family.
Other reasons cited for girls dropping out or spemdess time in school-related activities
include the burden of school expenses, a lack océrnpal interest in educating girls, girls not
being allowed to travel to distant schools, anddearth of female teachers. Of special note, the
issue of caring for younger siblings is exacerbatebhdia by a scarcity of early education and
care facilities, which can have particularly negatconsequences for older girls in large rural
families.

These attitudes are embedded in cultural normsaaadnfluenced by marriage and kinship
patterns which may lead parents to invest more iemait and financial resources in educating
sons rather than daughters (Desai et al. 2010).c€h#ality of preparing girls for marriage is
pronounced in the north of India where parents hawgéorically held lower aspirations for
educating daughters rather than sons (Probe Ted&%).18everal factors influence negative
attitudes toward the education of girls. One comaefates to savings for dowry, which may
limit the amount of funds that parents have to gp@mdaughters’ education or create a fear that
having educated female teachers is an attemptvierse gender bias that girls experience in
schools (GOI 2000). At the same time, social charge challenging traditional beliefs and
practices in the home. Education may increasinglgden as important in the marriage prospects
of girls, who may be valued for their higher eaghpotential as well as their improved ability of
finding better-educated husbands, although thesertaare still subject to community specific
norms. Education may also be seen as a social mbrigood childrearing, and the skills
developed through education may serve as a pragetdctor in widowhood (Behrman et al.
1999; Probe Team 1999; Rao et al. 2003). Motheysirations for having educated daughters is
also seen as increasing amid rising educationatatisms overall (Desai et al. 2010; Probe
Team 1999).
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In light of these changing social norms and treadsopen question for research is how cultural
attitudes toward female education in India are entty associated with girls’ learning. Given
historical gender discrimination in India, and ag&rch base showing the negative influence that
cultural attitudes can have on educational achiengnit is 13 important to understand how and
under what circumstances gender bias may affecetheeational trajectories of Indian girls.
India has experienced large gains in expandingataumal access to its children nationwide. The
result has been the achievement of nearly universalary school enrollment for boys and girls
and reduced gender differences in literacy andragdecational outcomes. However, previous
research reviewed in this section has shown pergigducational gaps based on gender and
other social background factors, such as castemec and level of urbanization. Rural girls
appear to be the most disadvantaged, as reseaticlatas that they spend the least amount of
time in educational activities. Given the trend &mavimproved educational equity over the past
few decades, and taking into consideration thessigtent gaps, it is important to understand
how factors historically linked to educational inetjty for girls, including the financial and
emotional investments that parents make, are dlynextated to girls’ educational achievement.
On the whole we can say that promote educatiowémnen’s self empowerment at all levels and
in all fields. Encourage the equal access to kndgédein all fields, notably within science and
technology. Assist in building a culture of peacdhe minds of women and men by recognizing
women’s capacity for leadership and non violentfloctinresolution. Develop gender sensitive
curricula from pre-school to elementary schools.

Gender Equality is more than a goal in itself

It is a precondition for meeting the challengeeaxfucing poverty.

Promoting sustainable development and building ggmarnance.
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Introduction

In India, Crime against women are rising day by dayn alarming rat&) It is the big issue
related to the women, which we cannot ignore in enodndian society. (According to latest
data released by the National Crime Records Bu{®@&RB) , “ crime against women” , has
been reported in every three minutég)n ancient India, the women had equal status wiém
every fields of life. But status of woman fell down Medieval Society, Child marriages,
banned on widow remarriages and Sati were at thra)t In modern period, we talk about
civilized society, women empowerment but every dame against women is rapidly increases.
The World Health Organization (WHO), categorized Yiolence against women in five stages:
“1) pre-birth, 2) infancy, 3) girlhood, 4) adolesce and adulthood and 5) elderly” This paper
focuses on the crime against women and impact amem in developing country especially

issues in India.

Crime Against Women :- (“Crime against women” is direct or indirectsgebe the variety of
violence such as physical, mental, domestic andtienalf. The term crime against women
has been used to describe a wide range of actading murder, rape and sexual Harassment

that Women in the Indian society have to bear

Forms of crimes against women in India Different forms of crime represent the total toé
picture of crimes which affects women mentally, gibglly, emotionally and socially.

(i) Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace/publiplace
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Sexual Harassment is unwelcome sexual behavicanlbe physical, verbal and written. Today,
women are facing sexual harassment includes pigchigasing kissing sounds, touching by

someone sexually, in different sectors of life

(ii ) Rape : Rape is a forcefully and unwanted sexual relatigairsst women will. (It destroys
the entire psychology of a woman and pushes herdaeep emotional crisfs)There are several
types of rape: Custodial Rape, Gang rape, Inceatjtdl Rape. From last few decades the rape
percentage increased, especially in big cities Etd December 2012, in Delhi a 23-year-old
was beaten and gang rap€tidn December 26, 2017. A girl who was 19-year-oldp& in
Dwarkay.

(iif) Molestation: Molestation means to touch someone against thshres .It includes touching
of private parts, exposure of genitalia, taking mdrnographic pictures. The girl Child
molestation occurs almost every day in India. itesy important for every girl child and women
to know what exactly molestation is.

(iv) Dowry: A bride family giving cash, goods and propertythe family of the groom.
Improper sex ratio, female feticide and domestmence are the major causes of dowry. In
India, dowry is a culture demand. Marriage of aghdar gives a lot of financial pressure to her
parents to collect money for dowries. Dowry is aainetime payment by girl family. Today
Marriage has become a business and misuse opgirsts)-°

(v) Domestic Violence against Women“Domestic violence” means cruel behavior by her
husband and family members. Forms of domestic na@lere: physical abuse, sexual abuse and
rape by partner, Psychological and emotional abars¢ murder of women. This type of
harassment forced women to commit suicide.)

(vi) Women attacked with acid: Two minor girls of Ludhiana were attacked with #@d by a
boy for refusing his proposal on March 31, 2007e @i the girls was died, while the one lost
vision in one eye while the other eye has less @ vision)*?. Such incidents were reported
in various cities of India.

(vii) Child Marriage: Child marriage is another big issue in India whiokeds immediate
attention. According to United Nation’s Populatiéands, child marriage is a violation of human
rights and despite of laws made to deter suchipezctin India, marriageable age for girls is 18,
while for boys it is 21. One in every three gidsmarried before reaching age of 18 and one in
nine is married under age of 15. In India great bers of child marriage cases have been

registered in Bihar and Rajasthan.
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(viii) Feticide: Sex selective abortions are another form of f@¢éic@and it is leading problem in
India. Haryana is one of the states with lesseafermopulation as compared to male population.
The decline in sex ratio becomes the problematiason for not only the state governments,
but also for the central government. Recently, M&dvernment has launched ‘Beti bachao, Beti
Padhao’ campaign to address the problem.

(ix) Female Genital Cutting: It is also known as Khatn&oung girls aged six and seven are
regularly being cut right here, in India. (Mumbaoands with untrained midwives who continue
to scar young girls from the Bohra community, aastub sect. For long, Female Genital Cutting
as the Bohras call it remained a well-kept seeetbject never to be discussed. But now a few
women — victims at the hands of the Bohra traditidrave raised their voice and created
awareness. Masooma Ranalvi, a Delhi-based publabag with 17 other women has filed an
online petition to save other girls from being cdt)

(x) Honour Killing: This is the most prominent issue in the Indianetgespecially in districts

of Haryana. Many of cases were reported in villaglegn people with conservative mindset
have killed their daughters for having love affairlove marriage with boys from some other
case or religion.

(xi) Human Trafficking: Human trafficking is one of the major problems ndib. The New
York Timeshas reported on the problem of human traffickimgndia, especially in Jharkhand.
The newspaper in the report has mentioned thatggints have been trafficked from Nepal.
Every year more than 300 such cases are reportexhcéh of the four south Indian states.
Whereas West Bengal and Bihar, on an average I@f/such cases each year.

Gender discrimination at labor market: Wage differential based on gender, however, exists
unorganized sector jobs, especially in manual woflssmost manual workers have minimum
education, exploitation based on wage differentilsomes easier. (Research has revealed that
about 30 per cent male-female wage differencesegptained due to productivity differences
and the residual, amounting to a majority of 70 pent, is based on discrimination due to
gender}® However gender based wage differences are notnassen organized sector,
especially in government sector jobs.

Less political representation: The average percentage of women’s representatiobaky
stands at about 22%, whereas in case of India & mere 11.8%. Countries like Rwanda,
Burundi, Zimbabwe, Iragq, Somalia, Saudi Arabiaj &i)d Ghana rank higher than India. If we
compare South Asia, Nepal is on"48ank in percentage of women’s representation, avhil
Afghanistan has 54, Pakistan has 90 and Banglaues®2, which is much higher than India.
Even in the Rajya Sabha, the representation of wicstends at a meagre 11.1 $sAccording
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to a study conducted by Inter-Parliamentary Unlodia ranks 149th in a list of 193 countries in
terms of women'’s representation in the lower oglgirhouse of parliament (Lok Sabha, in the
case of India) as of July 1, 2017.

Status of widows:Widows tend to face many difficulties and deprieas because of negative

social attitudes towards them in India. Social riesbns are placed upon them and their
activities. They are subject to patriarchal custorebgious laws and widespread discrimination
in inheritance rights. Many suffer abuse and exatmn at the hands of family members, often
in the context of property disputes. Widows aresmfperceived as “unlucky” and subject to

various kinds of discrimination and even ostracism.

Impact of crime on Women

Psychological effect.crime and violence affect women as mentally distace from stress,
anxiety, anger and depression.

Diminished value of life: Women have been always considering lower stratharsociety and
they had never been counting as main decision maker

Loss of potential: After regular course of violence, the women becqpmgsically weaker. They
become vulnerable to iliness.

Family disruption: Due to abusive, physical and mental violence, esutted in family
disruption. In the most of case, children have alsen affected.

Economic loss:Due to effect of violence on women, they lost thebs and loss of work
productivities.

Social disruption: An isolated woman is also deprived of supportshef society and she is
unable to get access to the social environment.

Impact on Society

Women are an important constituent of our society ia is important to equip them with their
given rights, so that our future generations messdfeguarded. It is important that the society as
whole must unite together for eradiating the udiaed practice of violence against women from

society.

Conclusion:

Condition of women has been improved in India irstpthree decades. They are more

independent and more aware about their rightsgbutronment for women is not safe even in

the metro cities. Incidents of rape, molestatiod anid attack has been increased in past few

years. In villages the condition of women is stif worsen as pre independence era. Child
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marriage is still a stigma. The women have beemads®d for dowry by their in-laws. The

condition of women cannot be improved without edioca The government should educate

women at village level and should give trainindpezome financially independent.
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Abstract

Crime against women in India is inhumane, brutad asruel against norms and law of the
nature, irrespective of any justification given the culprit for the crime. It violates the very
basic rights of freedom, dignity, safety, libertydasecurity to human life. In modern civilised
world and progressive mindset there should notaage for such practices. The crime against
women has emerged as a major threat to the humamrigein India. Even adequate safe
guards for their security and dignity are not awahile to the women in India in context of
society, government and judiciary. Therefore, pap#iralso focus on the role of government in
perfecting the right of women, their economic gatignity of women and well being in the
society.

(Keywords- crime, domestic violence, exploitatianmdgr equality, honour killing, women, rape,

women trafficking,)

Objective
» To analyse the factors responsible for crime agawosnen in India.
» To study the legal framework for combating crimaiagt women in India.

» To suggest the remedial measures for crime agamsien in India.

Research methodology
The study has adopted qualitative method basedotin gximary as well as secondary sources

such as reports, published government records,shgmkrnals, newspapers, magazines etc.
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Introduction

In India, Women constitute approx 48.17% of totapplation but the pride of women their
living conditions in society, their economic wekihg, their literacy level and social security is
always a matter of concern for academia researghéralso for the government. This paper
attempts to focus a micro and macro levels of cragainst women in different parts of the
country. Crime against women has become a significant topidiscussion irindia due to
continuously increasing trends during 2008—2015dislas well as government both have great
focus on the problem faced by the women in rural anban areas of the country. Our
constitution gives everyone right to equality, dqight to life, liberty and security of a person.
Like men, women are also born free and equal initigand rights. No one should be subjected
to torture or cruelty. Crime against women is th@ation of fundamental rights of the Indian
constitution which are the basic right of humanngsi It poses a serious challenge to human

security at all level of the society.

Crime against women in India

The United Nations defines violence against womerfiaay act of gender-based violence that
results in, or is likely to result in, physicalxs@l or psychological harm or suffering to women,
including threats of such acts, coercion or arbytideprivation of liberty, whether occurring in
public or private life”. (General Assembly Resotuti48/104Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against womei993)

It is observed that gender inequality among menwaochen and traditional practices in many
parts of the world as well as in India is the reafmr women to fall victims to honour killings,
women/human trafficking etc. these are the extréones of violation mostly perpetrated on
women where both men and women are equally redpen$or the inhuman act. It is a
traditional practice which has evolved over mangrgeThere are another form of violence apart
from honour killings and women trafficking whicheachild abuse, rape, fake marriage, bigamy,
harassment, eve-teasing, molestation, bigamy, tegulnd invitation of married women

abduction and kidnapping, harassment to women gtimgpplace, wife beating, dowry death.
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Source: National Crime Research Bureau

According to the NCRB data UP and Delhi recordedimam number of crime against women
in India. There is an increase of 12.4 percenapercases from 34,651 cases in 2015 to 38,947
in 2016.

Human Trafficking

It is the violation of human rights which involvdee recruitment, movement and exploitation of
a person. It is involving the overt or covert papation of several criminals at various places at
different point of time. Major elements involves the process of Human Trafficking are

recruitment or hiring or transfer, exploitation,rihauring and commercialization of human

beings. The initial consent by a person will belevant if it obtains by means of fraud, or
coercion. A child cannot consent to being trafftkdransporting a child into exploitative

conditions constitutes Trafficking. It is a tradedaexploitation of human beings for profit.

Trafficking in persons should be understood asoagss rather than as a single offence.

Honour killing

Honour killing is the homicide of a member of a finor social group by other members, due to
the belief of the executor that the victim has Igidudishonour upon the family or the
community. The perceived dishonour is normally tésult of one of the following behaviours,
or the suspicion of such behaviours dressing in anrmar unacceptable to the family or
community, prevent an arranged marriage or destongarry by own choice, especially if to a
member of a social group deemed inappropriate,@ngan heterosexual acts outside marriage
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and engaging in homosexual acts. Honour killinggehbeen labelled as a form of gender

apartheid.

Rape

One of the most serious crimes against women imaligl rape. It is a sexual assault of an
individual without his consent. Rape is a sexualeixation of a person by means of force,
coercion or threat. Criminal Law (Amendment) Add13 defines rape as penile and non-penile

penetration in bodily orifices of a woman by a maithout the consent of the woman.

Domestic violence

Domestic violence defines as brutal acts commibie@ family member, such as child abuse or
the mistreatment of one's partner. Domesimence can refer to physical harm cause on a
member of a family, by other family member.

It affects men and women of any ethnic group, aichoor, of any race or religion or teen, adultt Bu
most of the time primary victims are women .It mesg fear and threats to gain control over the
other person because of jealous, possessive grotestive.

Gender is one of the important aspects of Indiaciety patriarchal values rooted in local
tradition and culture. Patriarchal control over waomis exercised through the institutionalization
of restrictive code of behaviour, rigid gender sapan, kinship and family patterns and a strong
ideology which links family honour to female virtuadian society is based on collective family
course rather than an individual course althougkrgpatriarchal nature of the society. In India
culture honour has an additional social importaaceund which most interpersonal life is
organised. The individual is considered as a remtasive of the family and the failure of the

individual result in the loss of honour of entiegerfily

Causes which are responsible for crime against women India

Patriarchy and killings in the name of honour thalg the honour of the family, early marriage
without the consent of the girls are the main caeseonsible for crime against women. Apart
from this Social discrimination and disturbed fagslwith problems of alcohol, drug, physical

or sexual abuse fuel a desire to move away espeaiatase of girls and women. Absence of
appropriate social security (food, shelter, emplegtnrelief) forces them to migrate. llliteracy,

lack of awareness of rights, discrimination, ndtwaamities, manmade calamities, poverty,
economic disparities and uneven levels of inconeetlae factors responsible for the vulnerable

conditions of women in India.
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In urban areas causes like more income of a wonkioghan than her partner, working till late
night, being more forward socially which lead tdfefiences in the beginning and later take the

shape of domestic violence.

Role of NGO and Media

The NGO and Media play an important role to spraadreness amongst people regarding the
legal rights. Print and electronic media alwaysypdasignificant role in conveying message
powerfully. It encourages people to report cagedomestic violence against the culprit so that
the proper action may be taken.

Media is the eye and ear of the society they cbelg in justifying violence against women. But
media still had not played an effective role in imizing crime against women in India. The role
of media becomes effective if they expose and geéeeawareness against ills and evils of

society.

Constitutional Provisions
Our India’s Constitution also provides equal riglitdoth women and men. The Preamble of the
Constitution of India provides guarantee justiaial, economic and political; equality of status
and opportunity and dignity to the individual. tefare it treats both men and women equal.

* The right to equality ensures in Article 14 of ladiconstitution.

» Discrimination on the basis of sex is specificgiphibits in Article 15(1).

* Article 15(3) allows the State to take confirmatagtions in favour of women.

» Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matterslating to employment or appointment

to any office provides in Article 16 of Indian caigtion.

Following are the Laws related crime against women in India:

1. Rape (Sec. 376 IPC)

2. Attempt to commit rape (Sec 376/511 IPC)

3. Kidnapping & abduction of women (K&A) (Section 3884,364A, 366 IPC) - in order
to murder, for ransom, to compel her for marriage ather purposes

4. Dowry deaths (Section 304B IPC)

5. Assault on woman with intent to outrage her mod¢Sgx. 354 IPC) - including sexual
harassment, voyeurism and other forms of sexuinvoe

6. Insult to the modesty of women (Sec. 509 IPC) {udimg at work and in public

transport
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7. Cruelty by husband or his relatives (Sec. 498A IPC)
8. Abetment of suicide of women (Sec. 306 IPC)

Gender specific laws in the country for which datas available as per records:
« The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961
- The Indecent Representation of Women (ProhibitAuxt) 1986
« The Commission of Sati Prevention Act, 1987
« The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Af05*

« The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act

Way for what

In India women was glorified as the mother, theatse who gives life. Women worshipped as
goddess but their glorification was rather mythisatause women in India is totally suppressed
and found herself subjugated in patriarchal soci€ty see gender equality there has to be a
debate and discussion among the academia ,schgkmsralist, legal fraternity, expert from
police and security agencies, judiciary and théestfarough wider discussion in Institutions to
arrived at a conscious for effective and meaningfalision and enforcement of the field. There
is a need to trace the reason for women beingnviati family and society and also like to

suggest measures to improve their status, digntiypaofile in the modern society.
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ABSTRACT

Educated women are just on the threshold of trarsifrom tradition to modernity. The women
themselves desire that their status and positiosaciety should rise higher. Traditionally, an
Indian woman had four fold status-role sequencdses& were her role as a daughter, wife,
housewife and mother. The modern women are inclioe@rds the social issues, and trying
hard to improve the social status of women at laMy@men’s equality in terms of education,
employment, and power is still an individual ratiiban a universal achievement. Women are
generally not aware of the provisions related te tmprovement of their own position. Even if
they know about some of the provisions relatetiéo rights of succession, marriage, or family,
they do not desire to invoke them. Though a properate for such a change is still wanting, yet
there have been many structural and statutory iatioms for the improvement of their position.
The traditional status and role sets of women areaking up and new role-sets based on

achievement, independence and equality are graglgalining up.

Earlier in the Vedic times, women were given lotg@spect and honor in the Indian society.
They were equally given opportunities like men &velop socially, intellectually and morally.
They were completely free to choose their own ratine life and select life partner. They were
getting complete education before marriage as alimilitary training for their own safety.
However, women status in the Indian society gotn@tated in the middle ages because of
various bad practices against women.

The position of women became inferior when theypsged to be plaything of man and
decoration of drawing room. Women became almostestd man passions and forced to live
behind purdah. They were left their rights of ediscaand property. However again in the
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independent India, women are enjoying perfect etyualth the man. They are no longer a slave
of man’s passion and not living at the mercy of mBmey are raising their voice and help in
shaping the destiny of country.

Women status during British rule in India was notchanged even became worse. It was started
changing after many years of struggle for India&etiom when Mahatma Gandhi gave a call to
women to come forward and take part in the indepeod movement. There is hand of many
great women like Vijaya Laxmi Pandit, Sarojini NajdMrs. Aruna Asaf Ali, etc who helped in
changing the women status in India. After the o@nge of Mrs. Indira Gandhi as a Prime
Minister of India, the condition of women was chadgositively a lot. She became a worldwide
famous woman and thus great icon and inspiratiotieer Indian women. Later the prestigious
positions of many women in India has proved thatwo are not inferior to men and can go
together.

According to the Rigvedic verses, women were ggttirarried at their mature age and free to
select their own life partner at that time. Gamgd aaitreyi are two great and notable women
sages who have been mentioned in the Rig Veda gaahithads scriptures. According to the
history, women status was started declining wite ®mritis (Manusmriti). Gradually the
freedom and rights of women was curtailed due &l#hamic invasion and Christianity. Then
women in India started facing confinement and ret&ins due to the bad practices in the society
like Sati pratha, child marriages, child labor,dapratha, ban on widow remarriages, etc.
Purdah practice was brought in the Indian socieyy the Muslim conquest in Indian
subcontinent. Jauhar was practiced by the RajpuBagsthan whereas Devadasis in temples
were sexually exploited by the rich people. Howevew-a-days, women are participating in
every areas of work (like politics, social work, field, driving, etc) without getting fear.
Women are leading in many areas of work even theyshowing much interest and performing
better than men. We cannot say that status of womethe Indian society has been fully
developed but it is continuously going up as woraenbeing more conscious about their rights.
Women are the backbone of society to bring in gttgnharmony, cooperation, humanity and
eventually transforming the society into a compassie and peaceful place to live in. Every
child requires nourishment and wise guidance inetity age. During this stage, a woman helps
her child induce the best of good things in lifeack of education will not only harm the
individual development of a child but whole of tbemmunity and nation. Western education
has enlightened our people in many ways. India isomplex country. We have, through
centuries, developed various types of customs,itivad and practices. These customs and

traditions, good as well as bad, have become appaxir society’s collective consciousness. We
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worship female goddesses; we also give great irapoet to our mothers, daughters, sisters,
wives and other female relatives or friends. Buthat same time, Indians are also famous for
treating their women badly both inside and outsleir homes. Indian society consists of people
belonging to almost all kinds of religious beliefs.every religion women are given a special
place and every religion teaches us to treat wowiém respect and dignity. But somehow the
society has so developed that various types girdctices, both physical and mental, against
women have become a norm since ages. For instaatepratha, practice of dowry, parda
pratha, female infanticide, wife burning, sexuablence, sexual harassment at work place,
domestic violence and other varied kinds of disgratory practices; all such acts consists of
physical as well as mental element.

The reasons for such behaviour against women ang & the most important one are the male
superiority complex and patriarchal system of dyci€hough to eliminate these ill practices and
discrimination against women various constituticaradl legal rights are there but in reality there
are a lot to be done. Several self-help groups M@®s are working in this direction; also
women themselves are breaking the societal baraeg achieving great heights in all
dimensions: political, social and economic. Butistycas a whole has still not accepted women
as being equal to men and crimes or abuses agaomen are still on the rise. For that to
change, the society’s age-old deep-rooted mind nestds to be changed through social
conditioning and sensitization programmes.

Therefore, the concept of women empowerment not fmauses on giving women strength and
skills to rise above from their miserable situatimri at the same time it also stresses on the need
to educate men regarding women issues and inauicatisense of respect and duty towards
women as equals. In the present write-up we wjltdr describe and understand the concept of
Women Empowerment in India in all its dimensions.

Under the influence of the male-centric Westerigrehs, the role that comes most naturally to
most women—wife and mother, the children’s firstiguthe Shakti of the home, the preserver
and enhancer of the spiritual force field of thenecand family—has been effectively disparaged
and has become so despised in the mass mind thatfamence to it is now perceived as an
attempt at subjugation. Every religion looks to stgiptures and its holy men and women for
guidance. What other religion has access to thé agfoguidance regarding women that is
contained in our revealed Hindu scriptures? Whhaeroteligion has scriptures that treat women
with respect, not to mention reverence—and thaalspé God as both male and female (though
ultimately neither)? What other religion has fembdaders comparable to our great women

gurus?
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Women are discriminated against in many societibghware patriarchal essentially in nature.
The reasons are social, cultural and economic. Sehiggons including cultural beliefs consider
that women are subordinate to men and this peel&d the children within the family
consciously and subconsciously through the prooéssocialization. So the society takes it
granted that women are inferior to men and thiobess the starting point of the discrimination.
India is traditionally a patriarchal society wherale domination is immense and women are
under social control till the time of their birtlo their birth. Women suffer from lack of
independence in economic matters, choice of edutatiecision making and especially in
matters of marriage. Even though men and womeroperthe same work men are paid more
than women. In several companies there is glasmgevhere women are given jobs with less
decision making power. But in the recent years veélveral legislations favouring women,
modern education and economic independence of wdireersociety is changing its outlook
towards women.

There has been a lot of improvement in the statusomnen in India after the independence.
Gradually women started enjoying equality with nierthe society. Women have all the rights
and privileges in every areas as possessed byehe The Constitution of India has given equal
rights, privileges and freedom that are enjoyedtiy men for years. Even after various
exploitation against women, they are now feelingcmamancipated and free. Almost half area
and population in India is covered by the womernttso development of the country depends
upon the status of both sex equally. We can imatfiaetime when 50% of the population was
not given equal opportunities and rights and ewasiricted to perform many activities in the
society. Now-a-days, women are getting top posstionvarious fields of life such as some have
been great political leaders, social reformers, repméneurs, business personalities,
administrators, etc.

Improvement in the status of women changes theakacid economic status of the country.
Status of women in the Indian society is much bettan the women in other developing
countries. However, it is not enough to say thatust of women have been completely improved
in India. In such a competitive world, Indian womeme being well conscious about their rights
and privileges in various fields. They are beingrenconscious about their professional career
(socially, politically, economically and educatidiga by following their all the responsibilities
towards family.

In conclusion, it can be said that women in Intihapugh their own unrelenting efforts and with
the help of Constitutional and other legal prowisicand also with the aid of Government’s

various welfare schemes, are trying to find th@nglace under the sun. And it is a heartening

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 112




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

sign that their participation in employment- goweent as well as private, in socio-political
activities of the nation and also their presendbatighest decision making bodies is improving
day by day.

However, we are still far behind in achieving tlygi@ity and justice which the Preamble of our
Constitution talks about. The real problem liegha patriarchal and male-dominated system of
our society which considers women as subordinateeio and creates different types of methods
to subjugate them. The need of us is to educatesanditize male members of the society
regarding women issues and try to inculcate arfgadif togetherness and equality among them
so that they would stop their discriminatory prees towards the fairer sex.

For this to happen apart from Government, the effare needed from various NGOs and from
enlightened citizens of the country. And first dif efforts should begin from our homes where
we must empower female members of our family byigling them equal opportunities of
education, health, nutrition and decision makinthaut any discrimination. Because India can

become a powerful nation only if it truly empowésswomen.
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Abstract

The history of mankind shows that a woman is seepr@server of social norms, customs, and
family cohesiveness. In the present world a female take some additional responsibilities to
make her own identity in the society as well asturing her family. Women often known as
physically weak, emotionally soft and kind heartgde is not supposed to do odd or hard jobs.
Even with the passage of time her duties are chéisgenehow but still her main priorities are
considered as the same as earlier times. Througtieutvorld, women are taken soft by nature
as well as body than the men. As the women’s sotthanging and become more open to the
opportunities and tensions associated with the male, the criminal activities will be
transformed in kind and degrees. This distinctiomstimes fills the women with unrest and
inferiority complex. This complex sometimes forttesn towards the crime also. Women, like
men, suffer from tensions, frustration, jealousy &atred, which motivate them to criminality.
These causes sometimes push her to commit crimaniikder, theft, fraud, kidnapping and
many more.

Key Wordsdndia, crime, Female Criminality, prison

Introduction

Both crime against women and crime by women argestdd to alarming situation. But still
crime against women is studied and discussed wethé scholars and thinkers throughout the
world; however crime by women also needed a defiimtzon by all. Crime is a common

phenomenon, which remain in existence in socieisnfages. The way of crime is changed with
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the passage of time, but no society can deny tiwtegexxe of it. Both male and female can
commit the crime but the later ones number is Jewer than the former gender. In a male
dominate, especially in patriarchal society, corelimwith the issues of poverty, deprivation and
the frustrations of existence- may sometimes pustoman to commit an offence or adopt
criminal behaviour, which is punishable by law. lfrdia, the problems are mainly economic
which results to poverty, destitution, high deperaeratio and unemployment. Industrialization,
urbanization and migration within the country andtside the country also contribute
substantially to the alienation, anomie and resticame.

Crime

Crime is considered as a social phenomenon anadhtasaxial behavior which a group rejects
and to which it attaches penalties. In this waytladise activities for which the state lays down
punishments are crime.. In the words of C: Darrow’(1922),

“Crime is an act forbidden by the law of the lamdll dor which penalty is prescribed”.

In the sociological point of view, Durkheim (1897)states,

“An act is criminal when it offends the strong, Wweéfined states of the collective
consciousness. Specifically, crime was a term useahy act, which regardless of the degree
provokes against the perpetrator the charactenistiction known as punishment” (The Sage

Dictionary of Criminology, 2013).

Women in India

It is clear from the past that the woman has beenfdundation stone of a family in particular
and society in general. Throughout the world, woraen taken soft by nature as well as body
than the men. Although, women generally are comstas: kind-hearted, soft (mentally as well
as physically), emotional, caring, patience, meiciétc. They always consider like life givers
and physically and emotionally weaker than menth&swomen’s role change and become more
open to the opportunities and tensions associatddtiae male role, the criminal activities will
be transformed in kind and degrees. This distinciometimes fills the women with unrest and

inferiority complex. This complex sometimes fortleem towards the crime also.

Women Criminality
It was believed till a few decades ago that crimpredominately a male phenomenon and world
of crime are only of men. But today the former aotiis proved wrong. As stated in the

beginning, in India also the social environment tdbotes a lot to the making of women
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criminals. Here, it has more to do with the pattel society. According to Psychologist Anchal
Bhagat, the female offenders have lost faith inaaystem. Women's fate is sealed and they
face deprivation instead of constitutional rightel gorivileges. Discrimination within society
exists from birth till last breath in most partsiimdia. Bhagat summarized that the most forcing
factors such as wish of economic independencegréion in society and to earn a respectable
position in the society is what probably forces somomen to resort to extreme steps of
committing crime. She also emphasizes that thetgaunile deciding cases, must consider the
causes and persuasive reasons which led a won@mumit that particular crime. Women, like
men, suffer from tensions, frustration, jealousg hatred, which motivate them to criminality. It
was believed that females commit certain type wherwhich is not as heinous as men commit
the crimes. But the myth is broken when some ssudigealed that women also commit all type
of crime like murder, drug peddling, theft, kidnappetc.

Causes of Female Criminality in India

Causes based on biological viewpoint postulateddrly criminologists were baseless and does

not apply to women in India. The early researclaisbute female criminality to biological or

sociological antecedents. Women are considerediragi¢) crime as a perversion of feminine
role whether their causes are biological, psycholigsocial or environmental.

1. From the biological factor, Caesar Lombroso'stitoutes important scientific study on
female crime. He stated, "Female deviance as raottte biological make up or as inherent
feature of the female species”.

2. The psychological phase shows that women whes ttae emotional instability, insecurity,
rejection or frustration as well as when they wduwdde encountered harsh living conditions,
disappointments in love and a large number of waf@te experiences which generally made
it difficult for them to face realities of life, ihilead most of the females to criminal activities.
Psychological viewpoint is applicable to Indianrsmeo as there are several crime committed
because of depression and frustration.

3. As the sociological view is concerned, it deaith the social factors that turn a woman to a
criminal. Women in India, even is now educated, rayaand can be economically
independent, if given the right and proper oppdties, but still face the inequality in every
phase of life. Equality for women is not practigadeality as it is stated in Constitution of
India. Due to inequality, women miss most of the@anunities in life which in turn affect
her financial independence and thus her econonaitusstis lowered. Women in Indian

society are always expected to understand andtaaijasrding to the world around her. In
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most ways, crimes women commit are considered tbnlaé outward manifestations of an
inner medical imbalance or social instability.

4. Moreover, in India, women are not safe, neithghe homes nor the outside. This also is the
factor to involve the women in criminal world, toopect their modesty or to get revenge
from the others. Many cases in India show that womere labeled ‘criminals’ not because
they had 'criminal tendencies' but because theniljamale members were so labeled. In
most crimes in which women are arrested play segv&lLipportive roles. They are,
therefore, not to be treated as sole perpetratbthese crimes. In these cases, family’s

patriarchy system and gender plays a significaet ro

Types of Crime Committed by the Women

Murder- Most of the female offenders in Ludhiana jail inv@lin the murder case of their
husbands. Few of them are convicted in the caseeabenany of them are under- trial. Mostly
cases are because of the extra- marital affaitiseoinmate.

Drug Trafficking cases many women inmate in the jail are those who ak®lved in drug
dealing cases under NDPS. The women are mostly fihenpoor families and illiterate or under
matric. Their husbands and even other family membaez also in the same.

Theft- It seems true in many cases that poverty is a Unigecfor people. The lack of fulfilment
of the basic daily needs give birth to crime. Taakithe own child in hunger is most difficult
thing to bear, and for providing them food somesrgees them to the way to crime.
Prostitution- Arrest rate for prostitution type offences are canagpively smaller now although
other data sources indicate that prostitution owes to be a chief form of female offending
(Steffensmeier in Renzetti and Goodstein (ed), 20@1india also sex related crimes constitute
a significant proportion of crime committed by fdesa(Madhurima, 2009). This can be called a
crime in which the offender is in fact a victim too

Dowry Murder- Another major reason for females’ arresting in &ndi the dowry murder or
torture for dowry (Bajpai & Bajpai, 2000). For thgseed bride is mentally, physically tortured
by the grooms family after the marriage and thitute sometimes leads to forceful suicide or
even murder of her. In most of the cases it is sbkahnot only the husband but the mother in
law, father in law and sister in law or all famgjyay a role for torturing and the whole in laws

family is being arrested.

Property Disputes and Minor/Major conflicts with Relatives or Neighbours The other cause

of crime in India is property dispute. Mostly womare trapped in the case to help the male
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members of the family in dispute relating to thegarty. Moreover the widows file case against
the in laws families after the death of their husb#o claim the property share or against the
torture made by the in law family to them to get tathe widow member of the family to not
share the property with them.

On the other side some fights and conflicts areother reason to go behind the bars for women.
Either the street quarrels with neighbours overamissues or any disagreement with relatives

turn a major fight that bring them in jail.

Conclusion

The above discussion summarized that females positi India is changed now they are not
restricted to the four walls of the house now bithwhese new responsibilities the pressure of
work and tensions and exploitation by patriarchallgs push them to commit the crime. The
poverty, maintaining their dignity, maintains orshes to set a high status in society sometimes

turn some females as the criminal ones.
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“It is impossible to think about the welfare of webunless the condition of Women is improved.
It is impossible for bird to fly with one wing”.

Women are not born, but mad, what better tharaltaliexemplify this statement that the
whole world celebrating international women’s daghwgreat pomp and show. The status of
women in India has been subjected to many greatgasaover the past few millennia. Most of
the people associate, status with the prestige péraon’s life style, education, or vacation,
according to sociologists status describes theipnsa person occupies in particular setting. We
all occupy several statuses and play the rolentizgtbe associated with them.

Society is understood in terms of network of soicigeraction and interconnection in any
interaction situation. We cannot expect everyoneegpond to stimulus in the same manner
because everyone has his own separate identityhwhkialready there even before always
patients expect treatment for their diseases freendoctors, students expect clarification for
their doubts in lesson from their teachers andrsthas, everyone enters a social situation with
an identity. This identify refers to his positionstatus.

By looking at various indicators such as demogiapfeatures, education employment
and political participation. We are able to undamstthe status of women. The status of women
in India has been subject to many great changestbeepast few millennia from equal status
with men in ancient times through the low pointsted medieval period to promotion of equal
right by many reformers, the history of women imlitnhas been eventful status of women in
ancient period women were belonged to high statgeciety. There Condition was good & they

were always free to do anything. They enjoying fee@steemed position, many opportunity
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provide them to attain high intellectual & spiritisdandard. No bondation provided by early rig
veda period. In ancient india had many learnecekdihere were two types of scholarly women.

The Brahmavdins, who never married & cultured. Veelas throughout their lives and
sadyodvahas who studied the Vedas till they marrigahini mentioned of female students
studying Vedas. Katyna called female teachers w@a@h Ashoke got his daughter, Sangmitra
inducting into preaching Buddhism. From jain textge learn about the kousambi princess,
Jayanti who remained spinster, women often playr trides in policies in ancient period.
Women from the aristocratic classes.They Enjoyadcation & other privileges but common
women still suffered ignoming, deprivation & hurslléfhe Rigveda accorded the highest social
status to qualified women of those days. Women va@q@inted by important position in that
period marriage not compulsory it was considered@al & religious duty & generally takes as
advanced age. However the status and position ofemdell in the later Vedic & Epic periods.
They were not considered equal to men and did motyehe same rights & privileges as men
knowledge of the Vedas become limited among womlearwbecome silent partners of religious
ceremonies.

In medieval period the Condition & status of womenndia declined with a passage of
time. During medival period, women were given aii@s subordinate to man, law and religion
did not recognize the equality and equal rightsiah & women. The women'’s place was largely
regarded as being in the home, in short the rolevomen was conceived to be one of
subservience to her husband the master & rurallyamivever by the 10 century, the situation
underwent a change. There was a general revividddn society which led to considerable
improvement in the status of women. The bhakti moat played to helpful role. The saints
preached equality of the sexes pleaded for equairtymities for women.

We all knew about the position of women in medigaiod not more than that but a
little bit know that medieval age is known as worsaark age we should not explains a lot at
things which were happening in India with a passagéne, there was a gradual degradation in
women’s status, during next period which comes. Simarti the most significant law maker was
Manu status of women coded by their permanenthkathManu degrade women'’s freedom in
certain spheres. The status & position of womdrirgdater Vedic & epic periods. They were not
considered equal to men and did nit enjoy the sagi¢ & privileges as men. Knowledge of
Vedas become limited among women, wives becomestgphrtners of religious ceremonies.

Manu the law maker stated that man should enjoyestipned supremacy over his wife.
He declared that women had no right to study theéagen royal families, normally, a son was

preferred because of the need to continue dynedant marriages & polygamy were prevalent
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during this period, many evils given by him thaCikild marriage, Sati, Jauhar and restriction or
any girl education and PURDAH system. During sudtarperiod, social status of women both in
Hindu and Muslim communities was very low. She wegarded as property of men females
belonging to the nobility observed PURDAH & wereels allowed to go outside house, rarely
allowed to go outside house. It was believed thatomen went out, they might get involve in
immoral activities, as a custom, rulers and nobhesried many women & kept slaw girls in a
place called HAREM. The Rajputs, especially afteing defeated in wars, killed their wives &
slave girls in order to save their honour. Womed ha freedom & were suppressed peasant
women had to work at home as well as in the fieldir life was very hard and without love &
respect.

Status Of Women In Independent India: The statusidibn woman has radically change since
independence both the structural & cultural chamgesided equality of opportunities to women
in education employment & Political participatiamith the help of their exploitation of women,
to great extent of women to great extent, was redluMore freedom & better orientation were
provided to the women’s organization to pursureeiifhnterest, importance of researches,
national policies & programmers focused on womeme@o be increasingly realized. Several
commissions were appointed by the central & stawt.go study the causes of low status of
women & protect their rights in various fields. Téelebration of international women’s year in
1975 & the activities of UNESCO also created awessrof problems of women.

The improvement in the status of Indian women esflg after independence can be
analyzed in the light of the major changes thatehtaken place in Areas such as legislatives
education, economics & employment sector politpaaticipation & awareness of their rights on
the part of women etc. i.e. Hindu marriage act 1$b%cession Hindu act 1956 special marriage
act 1954, and Dowry prohibition act 1961 etc. aftetependence women of India took to
education in a relatively larger number. Women arsities, the nation has gone much ahead in
the field of female education. Traditionally Indimmmen had four fold status role sequences.
These were her role as a daughter, wife, homem&lkemother. The women, whose status &
role traditionally was well defined and almost filxe society is now experiencing for reaching
changes.

The modern women are inclined towards the sosflas and trying hard to improve the
social status of women at large; women are alsd fdrattending social functions & value her
social life quite a lot previously, men folk useddiscourage. Women from leaving households

for attending social functions. The modern womes Btarted caring for her health, figure,
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cultural needs & interest, academic pursuits, $aotarcourse, religious activities recreational
needs.

The women of the present generation have generatlgived higher education, than
women of their proceeding generation. There havenbkar reaching consequences in the

economic status of their families.
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Abstract

In this study | want to explain that education e tkey factor for women empowerment,
prosperity, development and welfare. Discriminatiohwomen from womb to tomb is well
known. There is continued inequality and vulneibibf women in all sectors and women
oppressed in all spheres of life they need to beograred in all fields of life. In order to fight
against the socially constructed gender biases, @oneed to have more strength to face all this
kinds of situations. Such strength comes from toegss of empowerment and empowerment

will come from the education.

Introduction
“Women are an incarnation of ‘Shakti’- the GoddedsPower. If she is bestowed with
education, India’s strength will double. Let thengaign of ‘Kanya Kelavni’ be spread in every
home; let the lamp of educating daughters be linugvery heart.”

- Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Every child has a right to equal educational opputies. Women constitute more than 60% of
the world’s population. Sadly, in some countriad, ¢hild education is neglected due to cultural
beliefs. History has proven that, “If you educatenan, you educate an individual, but if you
educate a woman, you educate a nation. Educatingewobrings about self-esteem and
confidence. It also promotes active participatiomer society.
Education is the most important requirement andfanelamental right for any citizen. It helps
the individual to reduce inequality and play a cantole in human development that impacts the
overall social economic development. Empowermendt @pacity building provides women an

avenue to acquire practical information and leagriar their improved livelihoods.
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Why women empowerment?

Women constitute almost 50% of the world’s popuolatiAs per their social status are not treated
as equal to men in many places especially in teg #augh in the western countries women are
treated at par with man in most of the fields. @sabilities on the one hand and the inequalities
between man and women on the other have giveniaisat is known as ‘gender problem’. All
over the world and particularly in South and EasiaAand Africa the gender problem has
assumed importance during the recent years gessige has become virtually a crucial point of
argument? It is now widely believed that women ewgrmnent that is providing equal rights,
opportunities and responsibilities to women will gdong way in removing the existing gender
discrimination. Women empowerment should focus e holistic the manifestation of
womanhood and the feminine. Women have to comefoileir hom,es and actively participate
in reshaping the society. When women empowereghergs of life with an equal opportunity
and when she has the choice and opportunity todgaublicly active life only then we can talk
about a foundation being created for a collectivenge in the society.

Need of education in women empowerment

Women empowerment refers to the creation of anrenment for women where they can make
decisions of their own for their personal benedigswell as for society. It refers to increasing and
improving the social, economic, political and legiength of the women to ensure equal right to
women and to make them confident enough to clagir tights.

Education empowers women morecéffely which would help to abolish gender
inequality, develop their potentials, increase alband economic returns, improve the quality of
life, produce educated and healthy children andaedertility and morality rates. Education is a
key to empowering women’s participation in decisioaking in democracy, dynamic
transformation of society and shaping the destirfytore generations.

According to M. Phule, “Education is that which damstrates the difference between what is
good and what is evil.” Education means modificatmf behavior in every aspect, such as
mentality, outlook, attitude etc. Educated womenhaordy tend to promote education of their girl
children but also can provide better guidance ltthair children.

Constitutional provisions and government efforts fo women empowerment in India
A) Constitutional provisions:
The constitution has given provisions for empongivomen. As follows:

1. Equality before law for all persons (article-14)
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2. Prohibition of discrimination on the grounds refigion, race, caste, sex or place of birth
(Article 15(2).
. Special provisions to be adopted by the statavior of women and children (Article 15(3).

H W

. Equality of opportunity for employment to anyfioé under the state (Article 16), right to
secure adequate means of livelihood for men andemoaqually (Article 39(a).

5. Equal pay for equal work for both men and worgfeticle 39(d).

6. Maternity relief (Article 42).

7. Promotion of dignity of women (Article 51A).

8. Reservation of not less than one third of tegat for women in direct election to local bodies
(Article 343(d) & 343(T).

B) Government efforts:

The government has taken initiatives for women emgwment through enacting laws and
implementing several schemes operated by diffedlepartments and ministries. The National
Commission of Women was set up by an act of padr#mn 1990 for safeguarding the
constitutional right and legal provisions for womdime reservation of seats in the local bodies
of Panchayats and Municipalities for women has beeovided by the 73th and %4
Amendments (1993) to the constitutions which isdsefr socio-political empowerment. The
Department of Women and Child Development (DWCDjJemthe MHRD was established to
implement various schemes relating to women adwvaaoe The National Mission for
Empowerment (NMEW) 2010 has emphasized to faalitdie process of integrating all
programmes for welfare and upliftment of women utadeen by the ministries and department.
The National Resource Centre for Women acts asomsdticonvergence centre for all
programmes for women. The National Literacy Missi®rbeing set up towards eradication of
literacy in the age group of 15-35 years. The FHonel Literacy for Audit Women (FLAW) was
started in 1975-76 to provide illiterate adult womt® gain functional skills and to awaken

desired awareness for health, hygiene and chilpiractices.

Role of education in achieving women empowerment

In spite of constitutional guarantees, legislapvevisions, judiciary mandate and administrative
efforts, the women empowerment in India is stitldiag in some areas. Mere enactment of laws
and making out the schemes are not much effeativevémen empowerment. Hence it arise the
need of education. The National curriculum framdwof women pointed out, “Education of

women is an important key to improving health, iigin and education in the family and also
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empowering them to participate in decision-makingdreover education enables women not
only to acquire knowledge but also help them toieah economic security, self-confidence,

vocational and technical skills and guidance, gbedlth and safety, courage and inner-strength
to face challenges in every spheres of life andlenthem to play equal role as men in nation-
building. Education can be used as a tool for radnof inequalities and gender bias so that
women can move from weak position to execute {h@iver or capabilities in society.

The National Policy for the Empowerment obmen, 2001 stated, “Equal access to
education for women and girls will be ensured, sgemeasures will be taken to eliminate
discrimination, universalize education, eradic#erdcy and create gender sensitive educational
system, increase enrolment and retention ratesrisfand improve the quality of education to

facilitate life-long learning as well as developrhefhvocational or technical skills of women.”

Following are the some efforts which try to empowewomen through education:-

» Different types of educational institutions shobklestablished exclusively for women in the
state.

» Traditional evil norms and practices such as cmbiriage, child labor, dowry system, child
prostitution, polygamy and female feticides shdoddstrictly banned by enforcing laws and
creating public awareness.

 The government should provide a package of eduwtigrants such as ‘Kanyashri’ of
women and concessions in the form of providing foe®ks, uniform, mid-day meals,
scholarships, cycles and so on for enrolment foremgirls and reducing the drop out
students, especially from marginalized familie881..

» Technical and vocational education should be pexvigarticularly to the rural women such
as tailoring and weaving, mushroom farming, beegeg fruit pulping etc. for improving
their vocational efficiency so that they can bef-appointed and self-supportive. The
government will have to offer financial support aedch them how they can earn money by
starting business activities.

» Adult and continuing education, social educatioomk schooling etc. can be used as a tool
of basic change in the status of women. It woulp ke develop a women entrepreneurial
skills and job opportunities. In rural areas mobiteary, distance education through the
media, non-formal schools should be provided ferlife-long education and empowerment

of women.
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* The efforts of GOVT. and N.G.O. will be co-ordinate respect of implementation of
schemes and program for empowerment of women. iHettéities of health care, sanitation
and medication should be provided to women. Theiciay should look after the

molestation cases with special care and transpgarenc

Great examples of women empowerment in India

Here | present you some names which highlyieeexamples of women empowerment:

* Chanda Kochhar: - ICICI Bank- Managing Director abhief Executive Officer. For
India and Overseas, Chanda Kochhar is in chardgleeobank’s assorted operations. She
proved herself with an effective leadership ancecognized for her role in shaping retail
banking in India.

* Richa Kar: - Founder of Zivame.com. Awhile back.cli was just another SAP
consultant who worked a dreary 9 to 5 job. But a$w@ired for something more. One day
while working, she noticed that Victoria’s secredaes doubled during Christmas. She
got inspired and formed Zivame, a company that estord the inner most needs of
women.

* Mary Kom: - Legendry Indian Boxer. Mary Kom has eat record after another and has
gone on to achieve things that many athletes cindymeam of. She is the only Indian
Woman boxer who has won six championships for In8lze is the only Indian women
to qualify for the 2012 Summer Olympics where slom\a Bronze Medal and also she is
the one who won gold under Asian games.

* Puja Thakur: - Wing Commander in the Indian Air ¢garWhile there are many women
who are making their nation proud by serving in fbiees, Puja Thakur stood out this
year. This is because, when one of the most poWwerén visited India, Puja Thakur
became the first women to command the Guard of Hiodoring his visit.

» Kirthiga Reddy: - Head, Facebook India. The QuekeBaxial media, Kirthiga has been
heading Facebook India for the last 5 years. Tist lindian employee of the tech giant,

she has already been featured in Fortune Indiadg ‘90 Most Powerful Women” list.

Conclusion
Women play an imperative role a nation progresan guide it towards development. They are
essential possessions of a lively humanity requioedhational improvement, So if e have to see

a bright future of women in our country, giving edtion to them must be a pre-occupation
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empowerment means moving from a weak position exebe a power. The education of women
is the most powerful tool to change the positiorsadiety. Education also brings a reduction in
inequalities and functions as a means of improWay status within the family. To encourage
the education of women at all levels and for didotof gender bias in providing knowledge and
education, established schools and universities exelusively for women in the state. The
efforts of women empowerment by the government sowial reformers will go in vain unless

the women are well educated, self-supportive addpendent in all spheres of life.
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Abstract:

Sixty five years of Indian independence has wigtkasany changes in many fields of an
national life. From the women's point of view theBanges are significant. But it does not mean
that Indian women in the beginning of*2tentury have become totally free from all these
unwanted problems, trapped by new problems andwmeced by many challenges. They are
becoming victims both inside & outside the famiomen are denied nutritious food, their
education never assumed as priority, they are dfested as sex commodities. Sale of women is
still a profitable business. At thet?(nentury, has brought the women new opportunitres at
the same time created new anxieties, fears andestgds. Unless women are determined to fight
back with all power at their command against thésees, and unless society itself makes a
determined effort to find effective solutions tawvea's problems, they cannot become free from
these anxieties and fears.

Introduction

Traditional male document Indian society has passde problems to women which are really
challenging for them to achieve equality. Thesebfgms are very much interlinked and hence
overcoming all of these is equally a tough tasknWgo in the whole of India are suffering from
almost some kind of disadvantages. The nature augted of these handicaps may differ
according to the person and place. It can alsoal that it is double standard taught to and
inbided by us during the early period of social@atthat can be send to be largely responsible

for our behavior towards women.
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Half of the Indian population is women. Women halso been suffered and are
suffering discrimination. Self sacrifices and sednial are their nobility and fortitude and yet
they have been subjected to all indignities, indéesand discrimination In society we can
observe that some basic problems of women areimiis@ation against girls child, Increasing
violence against women, Gender bias in educatioatficking in women, Problems of health
and nutrition, Problems relating to employment, d¢éament at work place, Exploitation of
women at work place, Negligible political particifpe, Exploitation of the women in the media,
Globalization and its impact on women, Violationhaiman rights regarding women.

1 Declining Sex Ration Which Shows Discrimination Agast Girl Child:-

Sex ratio is an important indicator to measure éxéent of the Prevaling equality
between males and females in a society at a gieant pf time. Changes in sex ratio largely
reflect the underlying socio-economic and cultyratern of a society in different ways. India is

one of the few countries in the world where malesmomber females.

Table Sex Ratio from 1901 to 2011
Year | Females Per 1000 Males
1901 | 972

1911 | 964

1921 | 955

1931 | 950

1941 | 945

1951 | 946

1961 | 941

1971 | 930

1981 | 930

1991 | 927

2001 | 933

2011 | 940

Source-Census Report
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Acc. To 1991 census, the sex ratio which is a phwendicator of showing, the status of
women, stood at 927 females per 1000 males in #004&s 933. In 1901 the sex ratio was 972
and it lowered down to 930 in 1981 and in 1991235

In India in spite of improvements in the economyaltie service and general living
conditions the sex ratio has been deterioratinghfoiecades to decade to the present century.
There are so many factors which are responsiblgdnder bias. Female feticide is the main root
cause of decreasing sex ratio. But there are soymo#imer factors which are responsible
decreasing sex ratio like- culture, matrilineal ag, dowry, marriage related expenditure,
female infanticide, infant mortality etc.

In Indian society women are always discriminafBlis is due to the traditional practice
of the gender discrimination. Gender discriminatiefers to "the practice where by one sex is
given preferential treatment over the othérccording the the Vir Bal Aggrawal, there are five
major areas of sex discrimination against the ghild* Like female foeticide, female
infanticide, selling of girls, prostitution, sex wde. But female foeticide is the centralized
problem in our socialization process. Male childega preferred to female children. Sex ratio is
the powerful indicator for showing the status ofmem. There is a positive bias towards the
male child. Female sex ratio is declining. In 200Wvas 933 and in 2011 it was 940. All the

Indian states except Kerala (1,040 females to 108i@s) have a sex ratio adverse to females.

2. Health Problems, Child Care & Nutrition:-

The heavy manual labour performed by women, thelshg working and living
conditions, malnutrition. Repeated pregnancies, gber quality of health services and even
more poor accessibility of women to them, lack atennity benefits in the unorganized sector
take a heavy tool of the health of the women. Besigproductive health problems, create
specific health problems for woménChildren suffer from lack of primary health care,
malnutrition, and overcrowding, unhygienic livingoraitions, lack of opportunities for
education, neglect and lack of attention especiallyoor families. And often invisible victim is
the young girls in the family, who assist her motimehouse work in economic activities and in
care of younger children.

Including of food products with minimum nutritiodsod value in the diet and
improper ways of looking are the result of ignomr@mongst women. Under nutrition is
consistently higher in rural areas than in urbaagr Malnutrition is said to be the major cause

of female morality, especially in the youngest ggaup®
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3.

Increasing Violence Against Womern

Violence against women is not a new phenomenomdial Women in Indian society

have been victims of ill treatment, humiliationsttse and exploitation as for as the written

records of social organization and family life aeailable. These records are replete with

incidents of abduction, rape, murder and torturavomen. But regretfully, female victims of

violence have not been given much attention in ltieeature. In criminal violenc&.Crimes

against women including rape, molestation, dowryassment, wife-battering, kidnapping

female children to be sold unto brothel homes, ilide¢c embracement, forcible religious

conversion, cheating young women with a promisentory them or fetch them a job and

various types of sexual harassment and abuse oewdmsluding eve teasing.

(i)

(ii)

Violence Against Women With In The Family:-

It starts from the female feticide, female infaite; health care and food intake
etc. Women are often subject to violence withinfdmaily, a place which is expected to
protect their dignity and assure their safetyslaiso known domestic violence refers to
pattern of violence abusive & coercive behaviootiygh which one member tries to gain
power and control over other person inside the lfanfiis type of includes crimes such
as- dowry related harassment including death, wafiéeering, mantel rape, sexual abuse
of female children and women of one's own familgpvation of sufficient food to
family members, connecting incestuous offencesludicg female members of the
family to resort to sex trade, female genital nadikiin, abusing female servants of the
family and so ort? Domestic violence may assume physical insultychpslogical assent
, sexual assault, attacks on property & pets. Hoent legislation protection of women
from domestic violence Act 2005; however gives sgonetection to women against

domestic violence citied above.

Violence Against Women Outside The Family:-

Kidnapping, raping and murdering a women are vessioss offences. The
society at itself is to be blamed for many typesviolence that are committed against
women especially outside the family. Such violemeglude- compelling women for
abortion and to undergo tubectomy operation, eeasihg, kidnapping girls of pre
matured age and forcing them to mdfi§exual harassment of women employees in
workplace, immoral trafficking an mutilating thegans (such as hands, legs, ears, nose

etc) of female children to use them for the purpobdegging, resorting to forcible
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religious conversation of young women, female ggnibutilation**black mailing of

women, throwing acid at the faces of girls who sefuo marry, sexual crimes organs

female prisoners, and so on.
4.  Women's Education And Gender Bias In Education:-

It is beyond any doubt that education is of trensiental importance and it has
fundamental significance to the life of an indivadand nation. Much attention has been paid to
the education of women in India after independefibe. female literacy level increase steadily.
In spite of this change in the trend towards higgrdcy. Some problems cropped up. We find
glaring differences between the level of educatibmen and women.

About 50 percent of total population in India cgis of women. But women education is
much lower as compared to women. It is not becaus®aen are not interested in getting higher
education, but these are faced with some seridfisullies. In India vast majority of population
is poor. They cannot afford to give education totlair children. When choice comes, they
prefer to invest on the education of the son'$ierathan their daughter. It is believed that sons
well reside with their father in old age on theesthhand after some time girl will get married.
She will go to some other family. Therefore do carte much for their educatidn.

« Many people still condemn and dislike the idea @feducation. They feel both boys and
girls study together in some educational instituticorruption is bound to breed. They,
therefore are not prepared to send their daugbteico-education institution.

« The literacy level in general is higher in the urlaeas than in rural areas. This is due to
social-economic reasons that education rate il aneas is very low.

% Increasing drop-out of female children is from salsas another problem. Through female
children are getting admitted to primary, middlel dngh schools in a substantial numbers,
many of them drop out of the schools in the middkkhout completing the course.

« There are regional imbalance also. In states likeald, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Punjab &
Maharashtra female education is encouraged and giveost equal importance. Whereas in
states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan etacatbn of girls is neglected even today.

+ The economic structure in rural areas is such ¢hatiren, especially girls are required to

help in household work and perform their cores,ngpwirls to look after their younger

brother and sister, have to get water from the vimralve to carry food to the father in the field
etc. Since there is so much done at the home. Thapot be spared for the luxury of

attending the school. The resources of poor farmeignited that does not have anything to
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spare for education of his children. If there a®ources available it will the boy who sent to

school first.

Trafficking in Women
It has two dimensions:-

1 Trafficking for domestic labor.

2 Trafficking for prostitution.

The first care refers to "Virtual Sale" of distribuvomen or girls for purples of a domestic
work. This is particularly wide spread in backwardamine/draught prone areas of the country.

The second aspect of trafficking that of prosimutbased on the commercialization or

women's bodies and also on double standards oabgxior the male and female. Young girls

are often unknowingly bared in the the traps dfitlang.

5. Problems of Run Away Cases

Yet another shocking trend which is being obserdedng the recent years is the
phenomena of run-away cases of women. It is wiBtese several states of India. Young
unmarried girls and some time even married womeramiay from their families for reasons not

properly known’

6. Differential Treatment Given To Women:-

At every stage in their social life women in Indiame to feel that they are given only
secondary place in society. In social gatheringsgm@ammes, functions men are given to
importance. Most of the Indian families are patie. Hence the philosophy of equality of sex
is not acceptable to them. When the question ofcesieg power comes. It is always the men
who dominate. His decisions are final and his ardee ultimate. The female voice is always

suppressed.

7. Exploitation Of Women In The Media:-

Media is not playing the positive role in the catevomen. Newspaper, weeklies,
monthlies of other types of magazines seen to texdsted in increasing their circulation by
rousing the cheap emotions of people. They tatgetwtomen's body to get their things done.
Papers no doubt give publicity to some unfortureatents under the captions such as "Atrocity

Against Women," "Dowry Costs A Women's Life,” "MaRape Of Women" etc. But in doing
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so, they give the less information about the ctlpirithe crime. On the contrary, they take more
interest in weaving stories about the victim of teeent which often amounts character
assassinatioff. In movies and T.V. serials are often criticized émmaging the modesty and
dignity of women.

8. Hardship Due To Divorce:-

Divorce damages the social image of the wife. tdnees a permanent stigma to
her life. Many sensitive women find it difficult tcome out of the shock of the divorce. The
impact of divorce on children is also very sincefbde burden of protecting and rearing of
children also lies on wife. Jobless or resource isorced women find themselves in a big

economic crisis.

9. Negligible Political Participation:-
Only a negligible number of women in prestigiouditimal positions like those of
central and state cabinet ministers, governorsetates and legal advisers to the government’s

ambassadors to the other countries etc. No pdlpedy in India has given position to women in

accordance with their number in total populationsdbme areas seats are reserved. Even in these

areas have not constituted themselves in a powd#faksure Group."

In certain cases where husbands were denies ares ot party tickets. The women
who got party ticket requested to the party leddprso re-allot them to their husbands to
preserve peace in the famfiyNot only women rarely found on the political sceriegir

awareness about political parties and politicaitscetc too is very depressirfg.

10.  Globalization And Its Impact On Women:-

Globalization represents one of the new aspetitdacnew economic policy launched
in the decades of 1980s and 1990s. Globalizatioansen simple words, integrating the
economy of a country with world economy.Zdobalization has some positive and some
negative effects on women. Some negative effectwanen are that it increased the problems
of working women, double burden for women, familgditions disturbed and socialization of

children effected and even some times increasedegetsparity.

Strategies for Women Development:-
The National document which the government ofdritis prepared with the intention of
promoting women's development highlights the imgoaoee of three strategies:-

(i) Obtaining greater political participation of women:- 33% seats are reserved for women.
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(ii) Income Generating Schemes For Women:Sufficient provisions were to be introduce in
all the rural development prorgrammes, IRDP, JRRYBEM enabling a certain proportion
of women to become their beneficiaries.

(iii) Increasing Female Literacy Level:- Government and Non-Government institutions to
increase considerably the literacy level of wonlemas hoped that with the help of literacy,
women would be able to lead a life of self-reliance

Some fresh ensights are required to overcome treddems. Education enables women
to respond the opportunities. The main purposesétucating women is not only to make them
more efficient and active unit in the process ai@@economic or political development, but also
to make them more capable of fulfilling their tiaminal roles in the society as wives and
mothers. There should be a systematic approactotoen's programmes regarding awareness,
organization and enhancement of women's skill.iiffshould be made to change the attitude of

the family
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Women traditionally in Indian society can be seefour frames i.e. mother, wife, sister and dauglfte

a mother she is considered to be an angel of gads#rves the mankind with things that no othendjv
being can do because god could not be everywheieesmade mothers. As a wife she is known as
GRAHLAKSHMIand she is considered to the better half of hebdms. As a loving sister her love is
selfless and incomparable and serves her siblintjs experiences full of emotions, gaiety, joyfulags
where as a daughter she teaches man the lesstifes tbht includes responsibility, protection arrgkt
meaning of word — ‘Family’. Their unconditional athment with her parents is considered so pure that
proven by a famous saying that a son is son uetishmarried but a daughter remains a daughteeill

last breath.Traditionally Indian woman exists fer family and because of her family.

Position and status of woman in vedic period Women during the earlyedic periodenjoyed equal
statuswith men in all aspects dife. Works by ancient Indian grammarians suchPaganjali and
Katyayanasuggest that women were educated in the ééelgic periodRigvediverses suggest that
women married at a mature age and were probal#ytéreselect their own husbands in a practice called
swayamvarorGandharvanarriage™ The ancient Hindu philosophical concept siiakti', the feminine
principle of energy, was also a product of this.ajas took the form of worship of the female idols

orgoddesses.

The feminine forms Hindu goddesBesga, LakshmandSaraswatirepresent different feminine qualities
and energies of thBrahma. Hinduism recognizes both the masculine and ferairattributes of the
Divine, and that without honoring the feminine agpgone cannot claim to know God in his entirSky.
we also have many male-female divine-duos IRadha-Krishna, Sita-Rama, Uma-Mahgesind

Lakshmi-Narayanyhere the female form is usually addressed fst.

Vedicliterature praises the birth of a scholarly daegimn these words: "A girl also should be brought u
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and educated with great effort and cardfakanirvanaTantra)omen, who so desired, could undergo
thesacred thread ceremony Upanayana(a sacrament to pursue Vedic studies), which lig meant for
males even to this day. The mention of female schahnd sages of the Vedic age like Vac, Ambhrni,
Romasa, Gargi, Khona in the Vedic lore corrobordtés view.These highly intelligent and greatly
learned women, who chose the path of Vedic studiese called brahmavadinis' Ladies from the

Kshatriyacaste received martial arts courses and armsrigain

In theVedicage there was both the customkaryavivahawhere the marriage of a girl was arranged by
the parents.Festival nameBdmaja’and ‘Samarvas an occasion for young girls to choose huslméind
their choice .In this festival young boys and girted to sing and dan@&fter marriage, the girl became
a 'grihini' (wife) and was consideredrdhangini' or one half of her husband's being. Both of them
constituted the 'griha’ or home, and she was cereidits samrajni' (queen )and had an equal share in
the performance of religious rigHf®ivorce and remarriage of women were allowed urvéey special

conditions.

History of vedigeriod also witnesses exploitation of women in atycThe girls who were married to
God in a temple,was expected to spend the rebedife as his maid serving the men in the societgy

were known afDevdasi’.®

These facts indicate that the status and positiamomen was good in thRig Vedictimes. Though the

overall position of women was lower than men, yettte whole the position of women was good.

In the postVedic period, women started being discriminated agagadisication and other rights. Even
Buddhadid little to uplift their position.Child marriagextreme emphasis on physical chastity of women
and unquestioned obedience to husband led to msigeedeterioration of her positibfanuy, ancient
law-giver, stated that man should enjoy unquestosigremacy over his wif&ati Prathavas there in
society®Three instances ofSati” are recorded in th®amayanaand one in theVlahabharatafor
instanceSita, the wife ofLordRama,Sati Ansuya, Saviihd Damyanti.Buddhisnand Jainismwere at
first indifferent towards women andord Buddhawas reluctant to admit women into his faith. Later

women were admitted ®uddhismandJainism!”

In the SmritiSastrasas well, as irManu andYajnavalkya,t has been mentioned in strongest terms that
women should be honored. But then agslianu has given absolute rights to men to inflict cogbor
punishment on her and discard her if she said anytiisagreeable to him. Thus, a contradictiorhin t
rules of treatment to women was th&telanu’s system continued for long after thMauryarperiod in

the Indian society.

KalidaseandHiuen Tsandias mentioned the presence of mdaydasign Ujjain. They were common in

theCholaemplesDevdasiswere dedicated to-the-temple at birth or wheneqyibung, some of them
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attained training in dance and music and somenedaihe status of ordinary slaves for the servidbe

gods. Later on, the system degener&ted.

However, the courtesan and upper class women ahjogedom and were respected in society. Besides
these women, a vast majority worked in the fieldd domes. Their condition worsened in the tenth

century.

POSITION AND STATUS OF WOMAN IN MUGALPERIOD tinlike in the ancient Indian period, the
position and status of women in thkighal period was not quite highn Mugakule Purdahprathand
child marriage had become common. Except thoskeofower classes, women lfughal period did not
move out of their houses.The Muslims women obsepugdahmuch more strictly than the Hindus. The
birth of a daughter was considered inauspiciouslevthat of a son was an occasion for rejoicing. On
account of early marriage, there were many widawslir society. Generally,women Mughal Period

were not allowed to remarf}f’

In Hindu Rajputfamilies awoman's social status was so dependent on thardiusband that if he died
and left her a widow, she was often expected tonesibreati rather than going back to her birth family.

Traditions such aSati, Jauhar andDevadashmong some communities was in practice.

Though, the overall position of women Mughal period was low, there were mahkindu and Muslim
women of outstanding ability, whose fame is stidlevant today.There were many Hindu women of
outstanding ability during this peripdRani Karmawati, Mira Bai, Tarabaigtc.Among the Muslim
women in Mughal PerigdRuziaya Sultan BegumurJahan MumtazMahal, Chand Bibi, Jahanara,
Raushanara, Zeb-un-nisatc. played an important part in the affairshattiime™

POSITION AND STATUS OF WOMAN IN MODERN PERIODihe position and status of today’s

Women in India is considered high in modern Indiatiety. The population of women is almost half of

the total population of IndiAn educated woman has the skills, information aglficnfidence that she

needs to be a better parent worker and citizen.

The woman, whose status and role traditionally wab defined and almost fixed in the society, isvno
experiencing far-reaching changes. Indian laws hbeen made without discrimination against
womenThe constitution has laid down as a fundamentalk tige equality of sexes. But the change from a
position of utter degradation and subjugation ofnga in the nineteenth century to a position of étyua

in the middle of the twentieth century is not agliencase of progress of women in modern era.

Revolutionary changes have taken place in the ipositf women in India after independence. The

Constitution of India provided for special stepdotaken by the government to improve the conditib
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women by separate institutions. The Constitutioninofia guarantees certain fundamental rights and
freedom such as protection of life and personairtib Indian women are the beneficiaries of théglats

in the same manner as the Indian mieticle 14ensures equality before law afAdicle 15 prohibits any
discrimination Article 16(a)forbids discrimination in any respect of employinehoffice under the state

on the grounds only of religion caste, sex, deseemt place of birth, residence or any of tH&Mm.

In the post-independent India we had series of lpassed for theupliftment of women. These Tdre:
Hindu Marriage Act (1955),The Hindu Adoption and ifanance Act (1956),The Hindu Minority and
Guardianship Act (1956),The Hindu Succession A8@), The Hindu Women Right to Property Act (
1973),The Dowry Prohibition Act ( 1961),The EquarRuneration Act (1976).

However, the absence of any economic compulsioniwdact one of the main reasons for the slow
progress of women education till seventies. There@ gradual change among the women that in order to
make a decent living and to assert their rights gnidleges and to become economically independent,
they must acquire proper skill through educatioant€, there has been a constant rise of womenimatio

the field of higher education.

There has been a remarkable increase in the nuoib&omen getting out of the four walls of the
household and becoming workers in both cities atdges, according to the 2011 census report. Job
opportunities outside the family, economic hardsingd social situation have encouraged women to take
up employment outside the family. The attitudesvoimen’s relatives towards women’s employment,
women’s own preference for employmentare now adiitierent from earlier beliefs. People are now in
favour of women employmernfs a result Indian women enjoy high position i society. Women
today occupy highranking posts like. I.A.S, I.FI&dian Women are also in our Defense Services.The
modern Indian women participate in various spont$ games like football, hockey, cricket, table isnn
lawn tennis and also in athletics. The Contempohaajan women serve as M.P., M.L.A, governors and
ministers. Women of recent times likdother Teresa, Indira Gandhi, VijaylakshmiPandit,.SV
Subhalakshmi, LataMangeskard the former president of IndPxativaPatil have achieved international
fame. After Independence Women have also achieigiu fame in the areas of literature, music and
acting. Indian Classical Musisinging shelly likeDhrupad which were earlier witnessed as male

dominatedayan shelly,is now sung and performedby ferbdlripadsinger.

More and more women are joining the field of sceermnd technology. In fact there is no sphere of
activity in which women are unsuitable or incompé®ne of the most famous female business success
stories is theShriMahilaGrihaUdyogLijjatPapadin 2006KiranMazumdar-Shawwho founded Biocon,
one of India's first biotech companies, was ratedials richest womanLalita D. Gupte and
KalpanaMorpariawere the only businesswomen in India who maddish®f the Forbes World's Most

Powerful Women in 2006.

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 140




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

Lets now have a look at the darker side. Thoughrt&n law does not discriminate between men and
women but the status of women of our country todagractically far below the status of mehe real
position is that a large majority of women in thikages or women of low caste still suffers fronuistice
and inequalities. Due to illiteracy, ignorance, exgition, social evils and many other factors worire
remote and rural areas are still living in worshditions.which is another challenging task for ardi

Government .

Conclusion:-The traditional status and role setsvoien are breaking up and new role-sets based on
achievement, independence and equality are grgdu@thing upThough the status of today’s Women in
India is high, but the overall picture of womentssition in India is not satisfactaryA proper climate for

such a change is still wanted.
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24. Crimes against Women

Dr. Punerdeep Singh Aujla

Assistant Professor
ASCW, Khanna

Causes and Compulsions

Crime against women includes any act of gendeedasolence that results in, or is
likely to result in, physical, sexual or psycholca)i harm or suffering to workmen including
threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary depiowaof liberty, whether occurring in public or
private life. the constitution of Indian recogrdsequally rights of women in Articles 14, 15 and
16, Article 15(3) allowed the state for making spkeprovisions for women and children to
prohibit discrimination on grounds of religion, eacaste, sex or place of birth. Despite the
constitutional provisions and different gender sjpetaws in place, the problem of violence and
crime against women has acquired phenomenal propor¥iolence and crime against women
is a social problem which is linked to gender ir@dy and violates the right of women to live

without fear with freedom and dignity.

Patriarchal Structure of Society and Conditioning

Indian Society is male dominated. Man occupiesugesor status and the woman is
merely his appendage. A woman is never an entityeinown right, she is “first the daughter,
next the wife, and last the mother of a man.” Mes @nsciously taught to be aggressive and
tough while women are conditioned to be submissind docile. The Constitution and the
protective laws assert justice and equality to Hee goals but the given concepts and shared
understanding assign different kinds of resourcggortunities and expectations to the two
genders, each of which is sought to be governeitslywn distinct code of fairness and justice.
This concept of equality and justice results insgranjustice to the women and is the cause of

their exploitation and their low social status.
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Moral and Psychological Environment

Rapid changes during the last few decades due d@lspressures of urbanisation,
compelling ethics of success, demonstration of mguoever and geographical mobility have put
the traditional Indian values in the melting potdaresulted in a moral and psychological
atmosphere which is highly crimogenic.

Sacramental marriages and close family ties arekeveag. There has been a virtual
disintegration of joint family which provided an etional safety net and gave physical support
to all its members. It had exercised informal cohaver its members and played an important
role in teaching children basic values like truitlonesty tolerance and concern for others, etc.
The joint family absorbed the weak in its massivebeace. It was a world in itself where
everyone had a place. Each member found an apfwecsudience within the family though he
may not have been out of place in the world withdubffered warmth and intimacy to its
members and provided them with an identity. Thees wo sense of alienation. Kinsfolk and
neighbours gave the individual continuous morapsupthroughout his life.

All this has changed. Economic necessities haveenantk for both, men and women, a
compelling necessity. People have shed their teedcof stoicism of simple living and high
thinking. They want more out of life, a flat, a coted TV and a Maruti etc. 32% of the
Matrimonial advertisements are for working wivesisTsituation results in many problems. The
rapid urbanisation has put tremendous pressuré@mwctild. Today's world is competitive and
all parents emphasise academic performance. Vihy &ttention is paid to the youngster’s
emotional and psychological needs. Parents arellysoasy with their work, the children
become lonely and bored, they turn aggressiveedalsbf going into an empty home after the
school a large number of children spend their tvitd their colleagues or watch tile TV and the
video. The lack of proper extra-curricular actesj easy availability of films, full of aggression
and romance, explosive programmes on the TV coupi#id their peer group pressure, have
steadily eroded the traditional values right froabits, life styles to aspirations. The kids are
forced to prove themselves in these groups, mamyperh turn to mischief because they find
‘going straight’ is not challenging enough. A langember of kids are given all that they want
and hence have lost all sense of values. Most efprents are unable to comprehend the
changed behaviour of their children and as the rg¢io@ gap widens the children revolt they

don’t listen to parents.

Broken Homes and Other Natural Tragedies

Crime begets crime. This is very true in case ohes against women. Once a crime has
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been committed against a woman the vicious cinggss If it is a crime by the husband or the
in-laws the matrimonial home is broken. The childege the worst sufferers. Investigations by
the researcher have revealed that most of thewsglicchildren (a minimum of 60%) come from
broken homes. They are not normal. They eithergimafe the crimes that they have seen their
father committing when they grow up, or becomerdglents even earlier. According to Mr.
Mohan Isaac, Assistant Professor of PsychiatrylstHMANS, “Squabbling parents are poor role
models. Invariably teen-age criminals reflect tbegsituation at home.” Most of the girls, who
are lured on false promises of jobs or marriagepecdrom broken homes. These women lack
self confidence, love and emotional security. Pinaps able to exploit it and lure them to
brothels on the false hopes of a decent job and §umg. There are instances of step-fathers
committing rape on their daughters or parents a&hations selling girls to brothels. Tragedies
like war, earthquakes, floods, accidents, etc. whesult in the disintegration of families gives
an opportunity to the anti-social elements to cashthese miseries and indulge in the most
dastardly crimes. Rapes, indecent assault, mal@stagtc. are very common during such

troubled times and women suffer. Rapes during wahé security forces are also very common.

Personal Traits of the Victim and Victimizer
The personal causes of crimes are those whicholimaht in the individual and which

take effect only under the stimulus of the envirentn Most of the sexual crimes like rape,
indecent assault, abduction, outraging the modesStwomen and bigamy are the result of
marred mental or sexual outlook, lack of charaaera strong personality, depravity and
defective mental state. Genes play an importarntipainis development. Just as individuals have
biological genes they have “social” or “acquiredéngs also which are passed from one
generation to another. These social genes incllideeafactors that go to make for education,
technical knowledge, habits, customs mannerisrtigjdgs, beliefs, etc. and also for the physical
effects of our social environment. The social geamesnot an inherent part of the germ-plasm or

one’s make up. They are all acquired yet hereddysa very important role.

Unemployment and Poverty

Unemployment and poverty is a major cause of criaganst women. Some men just
cannot see women doing well while they themselvesuaemployed or under employed. They
find such women to be the cause of their failutlesy nature a grudge against them and commit
crimes against them to take cut their frustratibmere are cases where husbands have not ever

left their wives to vent out their frustration, ming the fact that she is supporting the whole
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family by her earnings. Sitting at home withoutod,jthey imagine the wife insulting them or
looking down upon them because they are depengmt kier. They imagine her enjoying with
other men at place of work. Unemployed men have baend beating their wives on very trival

domestic issues.

Alcoholism

Many crimes are committed under the influence oblabl or drugs. The use of alcohol in
course of time causes a great and irresistibleirgafor it. To retain the so-called satisfaction
level the drug-addict has to go on increasing thantjties from time to time. The evil effects of
alcohol result in heavy damage of the mind andbitdy and results in susceptibility to crimes.
Excessive drinking results in starvation for thenilg members, assaults and quarrels between
husband and wife, between father and child, deserbeating, cruelty, etc. Habitual drunkards
have even molested their own daughters in the sfabeebriation and emotional excitement;
when the normal restraints of a person disappederuthe influence of drunks or drinks and
their hostile and aggressive fantasies, intimatalrmingled with sexual lust, are converted into
irresponsible action. Alcohol-related crimes ilhas¢ a reckless disregard of time, space and

circumstances.

Religion
Lack of religion and substitution of religious e and spirituality by “enlightened

rationalism” can also be regarded as a factor ésponsible the causation of crimes against
women. Where ‘nudling intellect has become the esmar arbiter of man’s fate, where man has
lost faith in the Supreme being, where man beli@rdg in material existence, where man is lure
by the desire for power and money at any cost, @h&n has forgotten the inner being.... there
is no wonder that there will be social disorgamsaiand maladjustment, leading to conflict of
interests and crimes.” Though religion has been ohehe strongest force to uphold the
institution of patriarchal family yet religion hadfered its believers a code of ethics, a sense of
being answerable to others and to the fate of stiBhind this seeming contradiction there is an
exhortation to cull the humanist elements fronrelilgions to carve out a more just and humanic

society.

Lack of Proper Moral Education
Lack of proper education is a potent cause of mieplavity. It is through the moulding

of the propensities and potentialities that thenfation of good habits and a sound character can
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be developed. Both the school and the home shaailal the child for bring a worthy citizen.
Properly trained mind in the correct values of i combat the situational urge which so often

results in heinous crimes like rape and outragiegnhodesty of women.

Demands and Expectations

There are instances when the husband has resontétetbeating when the wife refused
to submit to the unreasonable desires of the boss act as a call girl in order to tide over the
financial problems of the family. There are examplehere brides who resisted rape by the
perverted father-in-law, uncle-in-law, or brotheflaw were beaten and later deserted on some

other ground.

LEGAL CAUSES

The legal system is a reflection of the societaituate towards women, it is non-
responsive to her plight. The laws enacted for gh&tection of women suffer from various
shortcomings. The attitude of the courts in intetipg these laws is conservative, rigid and
traditional. The enforcement of these laws is sorfibat the offenders seem to have lost all fear
of authority. They grow bolder because they arecaoght so they think that they can indulge in
crime with impunity. There is no death of crimeger very brutal ones against women which
made to the front pages of the newspapers anedtile conscience of the nation, but all the
public outcry that followed did not help the longraof law to dispense justice to the victims.
The study of 14 cases of custodial rapes in Dethivben 1988 and 1990 by the People’s Union
for Democratic Rights makes it abundantly cleat tha culprits invariably manage to escape the

punishment.
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25. Women Role in Digital Media

Ms. Deepjyot Kaur Ryait
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The Internet has changed the way the world of méflie can take advantage of the technology
for its benefits. One of the most difficult and @nt topics is Digital Media in India. Also, our
Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched Digital Inddaogramme in 2015. The motive of this
article is to provide knowledge and awareness gitali media. Digital India is a campaign
launched by the Government of India which ensunas Government will make digital services
available to citizens electronically by improvedine infrastructure and by increasing Internet
connectivity or by making the country digitally eawered in the field of technology. So we can
say digital media has a lot of impact on every harife. Digital Media, is a term in which
refers to text, audio, video, and photo content ties been encoded in digital. After digital
media is encrypted, it can be easily manipulatediriduted, and rendered (played) by
computers, and is easily transmitted over commegwrorks.

India women need digital media skills to use thenmet effectively and to raise their quality of
life. So they use digital media to access, seanchlyze, reflect, share, etc. Thus women can take
lots of opportunities in our experience with thdphef digital media like: They running own
business either home or web-based business thatajes their revenue directly from their
website so they easily earn and become financssdligle, no need to depend on someone, create
own social media on social sites (like facebookiftér etc.), sharing views and ideas with
peoples, get proper awareness of her rights, étes digital media also have an essential role in
the education field in women life because they kjyiget information on any topic within a

second. That is why an Internet is a powerful foocommunication and research.
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Digital media is media that is encoded in machemdable formats. Digital media can be
viewed, created, distributed, modified and presgroe digital electronic devices such as the
laptop, phone, etc. Digital media bring a revolatio human life. There is no doubt to say that
digital media provides lots of facilities in womedifie like sharing ideas, inspiration, and
opportunities to make a career in digital media. Walize that female candidates in digital
media job profile come from creative and technigatds. Some may be looking for work, are
independently or freelancing. We welcome all whppsart the democratic vision of diversity
and equality for all. We encourage you to join with ask essential questions, share solutions
and ideas, and be willing to teach to and learmfeach other along the way. Women in Digital
Media, to our organization, Women in Publishing,fé@us on amplifying women concerns,
expand influence, and creating more leadership mppides for women in society, Iin
publishing, and the digital media workplaces. Itswacreasing essential to be vigilant to the
needs of women who are at the entry point of tHdighing and media work and to increase the

numbers of those who have power and influence fwore and innovate.

Digital media has the potential to facilitate Educéion and life-long learning to build and
source the skills of the future

The World Economic Forum’s New Vision for Educatiprject identifies critical skills for the
21st century and explores ways to address anythamsgh digital platforms. The labor market
increasingly demands higher-order skills, i.e., -nautine analytical and interpersonal skills.
Literacy in information and communications techmgylosuch as creative problem-solving and
collaboration are among the essential qualitiesh sae adaptability, and social and cultural
awareness need to be developed. Building digitdsgkom an early age provide opportunities
to successfully navigate life improve employabibtyd participate in the society which can help

make the world a better, equal place. Increasediudigital media is supporting this process.

“I am a big believer that we need technical litena across all ages. And that starts with our
education system.

Employees need to be more flexible to adapt to gingnrequirements and continuously develop
and learn new skills among others identified digtalls, quick thinking skills, interpersonal and
communication skills, and global operating skikstlhe most critical competencies for the future.
Digital leadership (enabling digital strategy) b digital is essential. Managers and leaders
need the right knowledge and skills to recognizé anticipate digital trends, understand the

implications for business and leverage technologstay.
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Digital media and technology can help to closel gjabs of employees and make them job fir
and organization fit by supporting teaching and-education. Learning resources can be made
available to a broader audience at a lower costhagiter quality. Digital media can be used to
facilitate never-ending learning through embedd&sgning technology in widely used platforms
like Facebook, Whatsapp, etc. where the interaationonsumers is very high. Digital media
also is increasingly used for attracting the rightl of talent. Diverse cross-industry talent pools
might be another way to meet the need for skibbm@lwith growth.

The most significant ways digital media has transfoned women'’s lives:

1. Digital media has provided a forum for community huilding:

Digital media platforms, such as blogging and damiedia, are an excellent way to reach out to
other people. | think digital media has providevraitlets for communicating and also helps in
building communities for women that we did not hgweviously. She can now share her
frustration or exhaustion with others and not feelalone. Also, she can share problems with

others and get options or solutions, how they &apkbblems quickly and efficient way.

2. Digital media has supported the process of créag more females as leaders:

The speed and the network of digital media malkeagier for women to amplify each other's
ideas. Women can be enabled through existing conmimsiriike organizations with an online
presence. We can also be empowered by sharinghoughts and having a voice on social
networks. We can use our power or social influetacenake a difference and to lead. Digital
leadership based on digital is essential. Managasswell as the leaders, need the right
knowledge and skill set to recognize and anticipligéeal trends, understand the implications for

business and leverage technology to stay.

3. Digital media has made it easier for women to stattheir businesses:

The accessibility of digital media benefits womentrepreneurs in the same way it benefits
leaders. Online Business or Web-based Businesstesnain which Businesses that generate
their revenue directly from their website fall intbe web-based business category. Such
businesses are typically online retailers offerangariety of products for sale from an online

catalog. The needs of web-based companies go fgonde merely providing product

information. The not only collect customer feedback make the optimal use of that feedback
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to make further improvements. A system for placemei orders and handling financial
transactions must be in place.

The focus of the website should be on making sueectistomer can find the products they are
looking for and place orders with little hassle. Wit is still essential to provide information on
the company and manage and utilize customer fe&dhlianust not be at the expense of ease of
use.

Businesses are taking place on WWW which is adddeas the world wide web or the computer
network in general. The Internet is a powerful téot research, knowledge, learning, and
communication but it also provides businesses witheans of connecting with consumers and
generating income. Companies that create revenoeaply using the Internet are sometimes
called e-businesses. When she was running own dsssishe also gets complete awareness of
online transactions, online banking, online billiegc.

4. Digital media has increased awareness among theasses against the violation of
women's rights worldwide:

Because of how quickly news spreads over the latedigital media has completely changed
the view of how we learn about current events lepparts of the world. Thus the internet is
playing a pivotal role in placing campaigns arowaimen's rights at the center of public debate.
Now that everyone with an internet connection hgatform to voice their opinion, women's
rights are taking center stage. Even she alsowareaess about domestic violence and retrieves

proper instructions of every rule.

5. Digital media has improved access to educationondwide:

This rise in awareness in masses has also madacit masier to support and take action on
behalf of women and girls' school in of the woildgital media and technology can help to
reduce the gap by encouraging self-education &eaehing. Learning resources can be made
available to masses at a higher quality & lowert.cBsgital media can provide facilities for
learning and education through embedding technollogvidely used platforms or using digital
media for communication between students and edigabDigital media also provide topic

related videos which help to improve performance.

6. Digital media has provided efficient & skilledwomen with more career options:
With the phenomenal growth of the internet over ldst two decades has come to an equally

revolutionary increase in the number of jobs awddor writers, illustrators, and videographers
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within the digital media industry. There's neveemeuch an opportunistic time for creative
artists with solid digital media skills to find etogment. There are many jobs you can apply for
with your digital media skill set which could namdde: social media manager, digital media
specialist, content test specialist, game desigmedia planner, blogger, brand coordinator,
digital content coordinator, digital content writgraphic designer, digital content editor, social
media communications strategist, and digital ph@pler, broadcast news analyst, technical

writer, and marketing coordinator.

How digital media helps in ranking your resume.

When you create your resume and accompanying deiter for a job application for a digital
media position, you will need to incorporate mamyustries. Many employers scan for leaves
digitally, using parsing systems that are prograchiteegive priority to particular keywords or
specification. Using bountiful keywords are easifced by the parsing system which enables us

to prioritize the subjects.

Conclusion:

We know every technology have some positive or tiegdact about our life. Similar digital
media also have these facts. We can get informa@grer before digital media people needed to
read pages and pages to find what they are segréinNow we have the search engine like
Google. We can communicate with people fasterhendld day’s people send messages to talk
with their friends and had to wait for days. Now wan quickly throw it on Gmail or Yahoo
messenger, and it only takes a few seconds. Werabled to be in touch with our friend in
different countries. We can use digital media in lousiness. But we spend a lot of our time on
digital media which affects our health especially @yes. We tend to lose our social skills
because we deal with other people virtually. We cemipulate the news more efficiently and

can spread rumors. So we can say today everyHaddhe importance of digital media.
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gEt 7T Al I I THEH Al 3% A9 f&3T »i3 “F& a9 HEmll” w3
ST 2fg ASTEMI, 33t 3 o &9 Hiangl” = Quer fasTi gtet 7t & niuE

Ig fusT = Quer US ¥g & 2% & ‘T A3 gfe 4N nigAT Jg w3 <

WEEL AT ST JIg »HIEH Ht 3 A g% 3 yHe J o Jg3T der 99

niHIEH 7 & Ay &3t iy oo & Hoy 3 fersdt @ ffd mis s9a & &

3 I%E @ nfieg fd37 I “Bat ydy,

<t & e v3nr Jfg & A T IA3
Yy A 39T A € YIY HIWI” Jfd & I ITHE'H T & &9T Yy & nizg
Tt fHer fesr|
U9H USHT d1d MIns €< #f § fUST 919 »iHIe™ HF 3 HT3T diEt gt
At uR gronfz & wirt I3t it fa A gen Afo & 3Fhut 35t 3 So
3 B Tfugg & e 9T wide {9 90 3 WY “3T7 g Hier &a1, 39 &
UT9E a6 HidN” 8979< IJ |
gt 38t /& AT §HI I9 AT 99 It gETSt 3 g »iIHs €1 A S

5t &t ue 9 €a yo sefenr & »ig & ot 37t T YT J9o Afent 3

ap

A3 fanT e J|
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gfanret ® 393’3 giET I wfex martes I #sfers Jet 91 gt
gat 7/t T 35 U39 'S Jg »igrs T At § It feg ggzT I S Qe mw

3 fommer JOHfs I € U9at 39 »idrs € A I As | J9 »idrs € H =

fonmg /Y fgas ge #F & AU3St W3 diar At &% a9 3T Bgt € w9 593

o9 IiE g7 g€ A ©F »iuTT SufEE &% B g@AE U39 UeT dfewr 7 fa

T%d IIdfEe ATIY AS| I8 J9difde © AaH AN g®H ot A3t 39 €8
e AS | I WA €< Hf § =F 3HIJ € F Hdte I9 fe3T fgmim ATl 8F

T3 T%L Jddifae ATIT & 8HT w11 A& & IF A1 H3T digr At &

Sl al (al n_"N

IfdeHEr I g J9difde ATIE & WMASI-AHST Rfenr Jgfde &ist, »id®

<

3YI T JI&T 13T, HiT Uit @it € 3%e9T Uds 9o g%H A9d ©F 3¢
HATISHT 37|

HT3T giar 7t & €7 =3 Y Adis € nideTet ST dig3a et Joinft
oorgr fidt &7 g9 Ji37 3 fiut &t 393 § d9 Tufenr) g9 Jfgaifde Arfos

A € 07 Y39t &9 a9 397 gueg Ht A” I 2¢ U 3l »= 'S g3l ©

N

HT@R As| a9 g o8 gIg 391 029 #f & 26 ¥ 3& &k &¢f fdt 39
=9t do3T 9 86 & aH fAHTS 3T w3 U SISt HT3T At AT 89 ©
grdd
YMEIH U3ST
THIes nid fam 3 Ffonm st

Jfgnret € A<t A3 3e g9 difde fiw ff € I9 S €96 H3T grd]
7T & U Usfontt & qafidt © a0 fusfent 3 qonf3 yes it o<l

Thhit fiftmret Fear 9 8¢ Ffogatont & Adfde ot sut feg madle der 37

X gJd Ht ¥ TIHST BT ¥ <t 993 fAHTS d9¢ 99 3 g A €

aﬂ

nyY

du I<d AS AOHE wie | fiy fefzam g = dIHdI 7 =

ap ((

Do

Hogd 9 & ug fHdt fRex oAt AeAT 3x fegmet 3 feg vsT gAdt At &t
3% g9d &g mdte g 92| fiy fefsam &g H3T gadt & ufost ity mdle’
fersdt I51 a9 difde fiw  © Hios w3 Afog a9 # & ‘a&H & v
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YRIRTEN W3 HT3T Hedt /i & g9 difde fRw € A3t 73 Ao 3 ImiE FEt

Y 3 UBH € AT J13F w3 Bt € &F '3 IET gAHEH S ATt IS dre |

Ig ufees 7 I Higs' 3 fewer iy Aot &9 a2t Hos fersdmt
It g gt © &t fiy Jg 9 Aer & mour &% foum Afer I1 Wist gat &
A 3T g € & »ie fHut § H3 o fEdd &3 w3 HazAg ©F 3l &9
U 93 & IR fonm) gty fAuT € 4% § 96 o d ¥ &3 SifenfT, nug
ny 39 fex firs T

fer yarg A-AN 3 gont T fedu fRwshht & fifut &% fis & o7l
J9 3J 3% nif3neg AT U9 U9 At frex &dt orfonr | fRy fefsam Gaf

H's fEAsdnt § &€ &dt g% Aaer| TRy fefsamr <9 Ay fersdnt €

TAETE & o I i USH Bt o3t AT AT Wid e wiFt migst € HE nf3

Bat & A3t 3 taes € 9% J9¢ I 3T AS 89 e, HIT I, et viHg
Ht, et sat |, 3T Ao J9 7T, HT3T Hedl At »i3 HTET ST »iS Haa e
fiet € Waes & adl &R gdier| fegt Ho® »igst & §Ag AT 3 FIumat
At 39 dfg Afag € niftmis &9 ua fefimit © qu feg GAm J9s &t &3

| I3 I K9 fersdnt & Ay € 8RS K8 9999 & uaeTs ufenr|
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28. nig3t fedu niusT 3 yse

IITHHIS HBIIT"
wfArde Yang
JHIZT JTIBH TTHH

fH®a 9 sftrer

393 9 A I Afia fies gy dIfenr 3, € 3 fashr mehor
WTET 3 IIET 3 feger Aemit &9 It 397 € Uufdedss JT, I3 Ufdedss
nafex AfEST "9 98 3 I Ufded3s AHTAL, AN & & of A9 3 HJ®
g6f § FEfonT, Hodl fies galewr 3 fugsus 3 nErg =ftmrm, ug ge &
g3t T fedu niuTE &7 gE8, i & Ffee 9t »ifagr at femr dedar 7 fx
fonrs wiuE I figer Jedr, ug fex femm nifaar 3 7 fimrs a=fg3 I, 8T T
fersdnt 2 fedu niug, Tftmm A< 3t feg femr niAar =dt T, feg femm
SIS YIis % 3° Ife™ vt fagr I | fersdntt T fedu niuga & mifmr

AT <t &I I 9= AN g foAsIn 88 &8 % 3 »iuns, SHIY, ARE

— a) o ~

= fAg IdT I6 fAd % 3 7S OB AN Adles i3 Ufgefax Aies ©
feust ys Bumda 75 |

N & fersdhr 3 HITr &% HE &% He fHer & g Is, 3
fersdr & I9 U39 "9 Yf3THET 3 »igeyds Afosat Hienm A & fim,
Ug g3 Tod Ufowr 3% Srer Afest 39ruar |, ufosr & fAge fersdt o

I SI3T AT A, U I9 839 T ust § wifuarar 3° <5t Jftmr Ater A,

393 & waer 3 e AHE 9 fersdet w5t 53 amés, fersdar g
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fHfr 26 w3 feasIr &g Afor-Afod Sudt g9 Wdt ASSI3T © gmie =t
e fersdn »ig & fdrr € fiaarg Js |

% & IET fersdr & Boar € wiftadt 2 €9 Jhtmr AeT I, w39 9
e vigst & AfESt g9z I TueEt I 9 | GUeT &% gERsdr A= AE J,
3T HI-FEl, ASGT, 398" 3 UHIQET, ot fersdnr & feg gfHar gt
Tt T, ug BT fauzhu gs, fagsher nug = fierg s I8, 8o &

o fal

T &96 T I fIAT & »iud» 93T o I6¢ ferm fem

g Bafanm &dt

(foZ

Aer 37 feRe € 96 7 Aae J6 fa ufosr 37, yan fersdnt &% nmug niy

& HAG Hod I6 7 mud fersdht © & i3t Afer 3 &7 It fersdht nius

0o

TIHE H& 3 AHAS forctas © 396 St a® Jdet fomr 3 fEaag o9
feshm g5 | [T Y &t & W faar fapm I fAReT wigw T 7 F7eH ¥ 5% 5%

~

UsE URE <t aget I 3 8t vt fem use yus A g niuE vy § efaar

Jfent HigeR It T |

WUJTT & OTgaT 3 WAt wisdaE &d1, Ud fed g wiAt »iudm ® nigg I
A 3909, & nugg 89 ifgmr 3, far e fonast ads < Qdwe a9 #f

RS TTIT o UssT &7 g9 | oo f'x vifadt AHTas AR I far &%

2

(

- ~

9 fea mm W33 7 | 2. uB9du © wieA9, »UST ©H € 66 edT
yf3afts an J, far st A ©F 7993 Jet J | 93T far & nrua = s

J ASEMT Ta, IJ 3dlT, I3% AT 393t »ife | ug 8T niug fager 3° fAge

nigzT It faarg g€ g8 8asr & g3t Y3t i faor Afer T | »id3t 3%

(al N

J= @& viugar & & fdfimr "g e 7 raer I | ufoe fags »us 39St

Us® oF nidts 8T 76 3 TAY A »udm feim aés © »its J 95, I93t

Us®% o3 & il 7 mUd™ Je I6 €7 I6 g%3dd, 377 o & AE, Tdd

AT, AJIX 3 HafAa §3hitss, uzat § H9s™ 3 AJINA 8383 M3 TAJ

) [ N o

UH g5 mfdd miuda 7 ferm Tds Jefes wiorfds de 96 e widf3a

MUS, TIA HAIET, AST YET ©F JAH JGST8ST, Mid3T T YTIHE MTfe migsT
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(Xal

ySt I It A § mime a9 g3 wgdt I fa@fa g9t muw orm 3 yInA
yas AH fggr 3 1 3t It vigst & fImr = faerg 3 o, fea ud gahar

= 2

ST 3JGISt 439 ©F &Ar39 'Y YISt I IJT I, YHITHN T A3I <0 fgar T,

8% TAY UH 193" &% U AEU, EJ(eedT I9dh OIS g @r J foar

lal

J | A nifgor feso9 T 7 Guorfox 39 3 AHTAX T © fas I | AEY

[al A -

roTT "9 oA g O yud fex fenest éHdldo(GU%'H THH e 3 J 0
mudT Tt foor T 3 &g fgor 3e niugm fersdhet 3 fimmer i3 72T I 3

ferzdnt < 8o &® I8 nugTt § AfdE 9T I5 |

FH3AT € AN § A9 ©F 'Y 9819 U &% fenr Afer 7| feg &
H WHT At ot 396 &% 2T 3T 9793 99 yJ ANH € I%a" ‘9 393 €

AHfr Ji8tT ad ®aet, Beade @ niHdiar f*9 niudm ©F T3 Yyt A

IS 26 I, IB3T 9 8 I Ba®s €9 5.5 I, A ©F 'T 1993 I 1988 ¥
&g I fem nruga HHfenm & Bftor & fimrs °g 9y & feg faor a7 AgeT I
fad 39 99 W ff9 7 939 J¢ I6 o Y3t A® 15000 23HE o Toef®

1998 : 156 d=dt ATXT enTar wigst & fedu »ugdm & fex foude wighAg

N [alS]

40 fie feg £ nid3 o® g&=339 Jda7 I | for @@ H3®y fex Hdts e

1275 3 & A® ’T 15300 IH3IFF JdH I I& 3 fog fAge adty ufges

o I 7t FE-FET FFort It &I AT IgHTTST T9aT S wigsT &

H®ST @™ nUHTes 77 miuer fRag gerfen Ater fgar, »igsT < 7% g

de JdT 3t 3 §JeT 5% nieAI % FEAGH! 13T Ael J, HO 94T Ufee9

o fersdhor 7 miug ufgeg & gw 8z &t Ua-ARe T fiarg J&h I,

U9 89 faor fam fedu 3 uim Ifdehr g5 3 7 fedu 9 Is, Basr &

YIUHTS & HTIHST JJ&T Uer J |

AT o & 7T T 9y J fx fersdt § AageRst Oy 5% & T 3 7S
gfoe gAe & BR &® Us A9U =783 A 8Ret HanT fuwe 8RE fonrg met

—

[aXY) N A ~ PN EN
HHE;:_ICI AJAT | g3 I<sd IAT A & H'E E’:r H3JT Jd <H I 2.0 Jd | gd3
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AdaTg & 27 Ac=dt 1993 & fdude wighg J9x 43 fie feg ffx fersdl

nigieT get J 77 fes 33 3 A% 99 72000 oF 99 o3 AT I& |

HaHT If3nr felm 39 3 U9 I | 393 99 &asdr 2700 If3nrer

(IA3B) Je I& Maar g fersdt a3® AUt HHS fAde 10% IF AgHE »Be

TG | BT, IH nigHT ENET 33 A T niftis Harg fea fonr TarTst 77t T |

. 993 dF (94.0%) I3 25-40 H'S € §HI AHJ € J€ TS |
2. IS 4/5 3T KT 80% 3B 25-40 AS ©f GHI T I TS |
3. foAsdnm T 3% © HY Id6 2C-HeS 3913, adATfed A9U w3 fersdnr
o &It Fhrdt T I5 |
U3aT & HIa 77 HA HId €d H'9 A€ & &8 A AN 9 Hiee Jt
Ufsr g T9d o3t 7w I feg I 800 yIt 1000 feAsdr g Ad9 fex
YStas <t e o & He & g@ie 3t 2 feret At uHt Hat /et | fJAT &
faerg fag it wigzr T fedu A9 HAfenr & e adte 3 At Sufar fx
nUgg = fagg fAge fersdet Jdr Js, faB8fx 393t A= orEr 3 ot
YIH yus AN fagr I 3t & fersdhet & O = faarg I fir 3 fem fiig
fersd St w98 Y396 AfEST Idter 96 97d feg AfEEh niuz ufges
'g d 7 feg AN '8 fe99s T feAsImT & JHE HAgd 3 Tdhum Jemr
IS, IS J WIUST AYAMS U9 Jof J 3 I8 & wiudg JIf3nfT enfidT it
IET fJAT FTEBHR JU &% USH J g g JI6 3 I3 B fersdt
fAgsT € USt | BT € JaT FYHME I A7 uSt B9 IU9 Uter 99 |

v

(AT © »UdOagsT - fersdt fedo

WU J96 @% G0 9€ Io A

0o

gous 9 fJAr € fiag dT Jg, ufee™ 'g 3&8 yds AfEShmr T AgHT

JIe Jd 3 fager 9 dto-3<a Jef T 3 WSH-AGHS We Jer J fager @

A Holus 3 YHus™ I d< | nigsT © fuge d= @@ nugar = fAde
SIat 3 wiAT It &d° JeT A 8deT © dfonr, ufgeat i3 AHeE & ysifes
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J=r I | f&T nwiugm fonest & RS o &9 AN &St I8 Ud9T Ao I8 3

feR T aaAs 3 A3T J 3 aEt T ANETE 3 & 993 dIfgdT »iAg UTr 9,

AR I vy WI 3 J JWT J AR AT I99'd 28 F AT d AL |

fJrr fAge wigst § 3 adt JguGet, Aar §Ja' & dfonm i3 Y3 AHH
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-A8Uhr 5% fomsT 335 ®aer I | 3t A 8 § fon & 397 T 3798-THTd
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EN
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TT HOHST JJ&T US | Mt HafAe o®3 'g ¥ feA3dt a2 St a®3 aeH
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M3t 7 mMuE wafentt % 77 Ust @ H9-doel Afde Igem™ 76

ifadto wigst § s Het © gge, IS ©F geTr, A%s-des, Adld 3 &%

TraT, fA9 T9w, Uc T@9¢ 7 HAUfmr fe9 T9T &% A3 J ASemT J6 3 f&g
SJoT o% &9 €39 T 7 8¢ &3 &t I J AT J | A fersdmit

WIUEIAT JES-MeAER T Midd I&3T T AOHST 9T J6 3 Gaar &t

feg T9e AfgeT wiFse T 3 & It Bt € 993 3 = ferer 993 3™ wiAg U

AIET J | IS 9 YIHT B I3 U TS MI3T § N3 T AN &

aIsT Uer I | fem 3 fewer, 99 7€ wiust vt § A = fieg 9T S

JI5 3t Qs g I I 397 T gEHE SHd T I5 | %3 »viuE fust I A

T M fue I feg niffd 89 A, a9 IHad dfonm & fJm
FIe Sufen famim T | 3t 3 sad3Ha fearg faud gs 3 €9 Hfsnr
5% fma® e JU-gU 3 T IET IHAE & MUST SEhm I8 3 A
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Abstract

Indian traditional culture is known for its richnregand unique feature. One of the unique feature
of ancient Indian culture is an important place ggivito women . In traditional Indian women
was given an respectable position in society. Hatus was equivalent to man. She had the right
to seek education ,to participate in politics, telest her life partner and even to perform
religious activities . But during the medieval mefithe position of Indian women declined and
from stronger section of the society they becomenthaker section of the society Many rights
were deprived from them and many social evilsgite Paratha ,Pardha system , child marriage
and many more were imposed on them . It was duBmigsh Rule many social reformers of
India such Raja Ram Mohan Roy , Ishwar Chandra &8dgar fought for them and tried to
improve their status in society . Due to their exsdl efforts several laws were enacted by the
British Government to improve their status . Aftetependence to improve their status Indian
government formulated many policies and programswesh as Swayamsidha Programme ,
Short Stay Home For Women and Girls , Mid Day Me8ITEP ( Support To Training , and
Empoyment Programme for Women ) , Kishori Shakgjaia and many more programmes
were started by the government to make improvenmetite field of education ,health and
employment to enhance their status in the society .
Keywords:

Status of women, Programmes,Weaker Sections, Toaditindia,Improvement

Status of women in India
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In ancient India women were given respectable osih Indian society and were considered as
a “Goddess” or “Shakti”. They enjoyed equal staarsl were provided equal rights and
opportunities in every field — social, politicagligious etc. as possessed by men in all aspects of
life. The women of traditional India were highly usdted ,enjoyed highest social status and
participated in each family ceremony with men .Thegre allowed to study Vedas to
participated in the religious , political , musipainting , and other fine art activities . Theyrave
also free to select their life partner in a practealledswayambar . Over all they enjoyed
prominent position in Indian society .It was durimgdieval period the condition and status of
women was declined. During this period her parétign in different economic, social, political
and personal activities was strictly banned. Theyrewalso discriminated on the ground of

educational and other activities previous enjoygder . Moreover many social evils like -

Sati Pratha — inhuman and immoral social evil refers to the @ctommitting suicide by the

widowed women on the funeral pyre of her husband.

Purdha System- restricts women personal social and economiciies outside their home

Child Marriage — though it was in vogue among all the communities Brahmins and the high

caste Hindu commonly practiced it (1)

Dowry System—“No money no marriage” was the principle whiclvaxdely affects the ladies of
marriageable age belonging to poor and middle dtasdies. (2)

and many more were imposed on them during thisogeand they were forced to follow these
social evils . Their freedom and rights were clethiduring this period and they started facing
confinement and restriction due to various badtpmes imposed on them .

The position of Indian women further deterioratedhe lowest level during British Period and
from stronger section of the society they becaneevikaker section of the society. They were
denied all — social, religious and political riglaisd were suppressed by the society . They were
responsible to the household activities and weohipited to take part in many domestic , social

as well as external matters

Raja Mohan Roy, the great socio —religious reformer and the flmsrofBrahmo Samaj was
strictly against the sati system, polygamy ,childrnage , caste system and untouchability and

was the great supporter of inter —caste marriagemen education , widow remarriage etc. He

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 173




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

took the initiative to fight against the social gtiee of sati and its all due to his efforts tHae t

sati practice was legally abolished in 1827.

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar , did much to improve the low status and positiorwoimen in
India by introducing widow —remarriage and educatior women . He also strongly protested

against polygamy ..

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule , founder ofSatya Shodhak Samajwas great thinker and social
reformers brings change in the field of agricultuoaste system , and social position of women

by educating them .

Dayanand Saraswati, founder ofArya Samaj was a religious and social reformers who

emphasis on the liberation of the hindu women .@lmgportant organization — thrarthana

Samaj , the Arya Samaj and the Ramakrishna Missionwas played an important role to
enhance the position of women in the society . Maoyements Education of women ,

Prevention of Sati System, Restrain of Polygamy , Restrainof Child Marriage , Dowry
Prohibition , Equal rights of women in property , Widow —Remarriage etc are started by
the social reformers for the liberation of womehhey made serious efforts to remove social
and religious superstitions, social inequality dhittracy to improved their position. As a result
important measures were introduced to improve th&tipn of women likelnfanticide was
declared illegal, Widow - Remarriage was permittddsriageable age of girls was raised, Inter
—Caste and Inter Communal Marriages were permi@add Marriage was declared illegal. Due
to all these efforts Indian women played an impdrteole in the nationalist movement for
independence of the country .After independencegouent of India took initiative to improve
the status of women by providing them educatiorglthe employment and health facilities.
Government of India started various Schemes , Brogres , Social Welfare Schemes and
Health and Nutrition Schemes for their overall degeent . First of all, not only government
but many other social organizations make seriofmtefto provide education to this weaker
section of the society as education is the onlycltasl which can bring a change in the status of
women .Through education only they can improvertbetial and economical conditions
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Educational Schemes for Women In this direction schemes were formulated fansntary
secondary and higher education —

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan— is a programme started by the government witlolgjective to
provide quality and elementary education to thérdtgn of the age group of 6-14

Padhe National Scheme of Incentive to Girls for Secondar§ducation — is a scheme which
promote enrolment of girl child in the age grouddf-18to encourage secondary education
Inclusive Education for Disabled at Secondary Stage under this scheme assistance to the
disabled children to continue their study.

Scheme of Vocational Education— main objective of this scheme is to provide atit
educational opportunity to enhance individual engalolity.

National Merit- Cum-Means Scholarship Scheme- is a scheme launched to award
scholarships to meritorious students of econonyicataker section students to continue their

study without any financially difficulty.

Welfare Scheme for Women

The Rashtriya Mahila Kosh — created by the government of Indialif93 its purpose is to
provide lower income women with access to loansegin small businesses (3)

Mother and Child Tracking System - scheme launched iB009 by government with an
objective to provide all health care system inahgdpregnancy care , medical care during

delivery an d immunizations .

Women Empowerment Schemes

Beti Bacho Beti Padhao Scheme is a social campaign of the government of inld&t aims to
generate awareness and improve the efficiency &meeservice intended for girls .

Mabhila Shakti Kendras — main aim of this scheme is to empower womenuiinocommunity
participation .

Inspite of all these schemes many more policiessehémes were formulated and implemented
by the government .All these programmes policied walfare schemes which were formulated
and implemented to enhance the status of womerodrety produced commendable results
which improved their social as well as economicditons to a largest extent . Now the women
of modern era are entering into the new field. Nbey are participating in social ,economic and
political fields .Better educational opportunitiasd awareness has inspired her to come out of
the four wall and secured eminent positions antedfin administration and public places in

free India .
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* Rukmini Devi Arundale was the first ever woman in Indian history to bmmmated a
Rajya Sabha member .

* Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit became the first woman and the first Indi@resident of the
United Nation General Assembly.

» Sucheta Kriplani became the&hief Minister of Uttar Pradesh the first woman to hold
that positioning any Indian state .

» Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaywins Roman Magsaysay awardor Community Leadership

* Indira Gandhi becomes the first womdfrime Minister of India

* Mother Teresawins theNoble Peace Prize becoming the first Indian female citizen to do
SO .

» Bachendri Palbecame the first Indian woman to clirktmunt Everest.

» Justice M. Fathima Beevibecomes the first woman judge of the Supreme Giurndia

* Mayawati first served a€hief Minister .

* Sonia Gandhibecame the first femaleeader of the Opposition.

» Pratibha Patil became the first femakresident of India.

* Anna Chandy becomes the first Indian womaludges of a High Court (Kerala High
Court) .

» Kiran Bedi becomes the first female recruit to join thdian Police Service.

* Meira Kumar became the first fematgpeaker of Lok Sabha

* Prinyanka N.Drove the inaugural train of the Namma Metro becoming finst female
Indian Metro Pilot .

* Mitali Madhumita made history by becoming the first woman officemtin aSena Medal
for gallantry .(5)

There is a long list of such personality who raifiegir status with the help of the basic tool of

development — Education. They not only change thesition but also motivate other women to

follow them to change their circumstances by ggtiaducation as illiteracy severely restricts

women access to information and opportunities. Womikall ages have a right to live with

dignity.

Inspite of all these efforts more efforts are neette o improve their status. All policies and

schemes formulated by government should be implesdeproperly and government should

keep an regular eye over it. Along with governmkaettorts self efforts of women also needed

so that they can fight against the social evilsowiy ,poverty , education to girls , child
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marriages , domestic violence, caste discriminag@mder inequality , child exploitation etc that

still persists in our society and established thedwes on social, political and economical level .

References:

Child marriage — Yesudhasan , V., & Issac JayadRas op.Cit.,P.66
lvy Peter & Peter, D., op . cit., P.56
“Schemes for Economic Empowerment of Poor Womenveaament of India Press

Information Burea

“Empowering the Adolescent Girls — Sabla” Governtnefi India Press Information
Burea

5 https://en.m.wikipediaorg
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ABSTRACT

When an enterprise is established and controlled/bsnen, it not only boosts economic growth,
but also has many desirable outcomes. Our Primeidtén Pdt. Jawahar Lal Nehru has
remarked,"When a woman moves forward, the family moves, thkage moves and the nation
moves”

Independence brought promise of equality of opmtyun all sphere to the Indian women and
laws guaranteeing for their equal rights of panpation in political process and equal
opportunities and rights in education and employmmerere enactedlIt is in these new
beginnings women will create a legacy and a hegatagt to reach the status and position that
women enjoy today demanded struggle of thousangsao$ and tears of millions of women who
with courage freed themselves from the chains aadldes of centuries. The present paper is an
attempt to explain the journey of Indian women mtrepreneurial world during the last few
decades and to understand the different motivescanapulsions of women to enter this male
oriented business world. Further, few prominentibess women of 21century have been
identified to describe the real status and posibbmvomen in today’s entrepreneurial world.

Key words:Entrepreneurial World, Journey of women entrepreag8tatus of women

INTRODUCTION

When an enterprise is established and controllegddopen, it not only boosts economic growth,
but also has many desirable outcomes. JawahardfaiuNas remarkéavhen a woman moves
forward, the family moves, the village moves and # nation moves." But this took
thousands of years and tears of millions of womén with courage freed themselves from the

chains and shackles of centuries.
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Earlier, the large part of the world was designedhsthat men could only set up
enterprises. Succession planning and inheritancefaramen and their sons. Then there were
women who by compulsions of circumstances tookngmme generating activities to sustain

themselves and their family.

The role of Indian women has undergone dramaticcaadtic changes from era to era,
while within the eras themselves there have existeuiltaneous contradictions. This in itself
has created problems for contemporary women inrexpeng a continuity of their identity with

in the society.

Then came a time when the order of the world changkedue to following factors:
» Increasing globalization

Impact of Technology, Media and other cultures

Impact of social, economic, and political crosgents of the world

Mass education for both women and men becamdigyrea

YV V VYV V

Unforeseen and unanticipated events across thd wor

JOURNEY OF WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS OVER LAST FIVE DECAD ES:-

Women Entrepreneurs of the Fifties

Women in fifties had joined entrepreneurial worleedo financial compulsions. These were one

who created and managed the entrepreneurial gchigitause there was no male bread earner in
the family. They gave up their education and seteatheir dreams to become income producer

for their families. The others were those who stoo@ day, broke up the social chains and

recognized that their family would be losers ifytttid not take the charge of the businesses left
by their husbands.

However such courageous women in fifties were gége. As many other women lived their

lives as dependent on other relatives after thaskeof male members in their families.

Women Entrepreneurs of the Sixties
Sixties were the decade which saw many educatedewowho had some aspirations for
themselves but without clear vision. So they agne@d social customs and traditions and got

married. But later many began to start small onesao undertakings from their homes.
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Women Entrepreneurs of the Seventies

The women in this decade came out of their bouadaiihese women were unlike their earlier

generations had not only aspirations but also goatls determination. They preferred self-

employment either as one woman enterprise or whplamd many others. They opted to

become entrepreneurs not due to some compulsidanackiuely chose to take charge of their

own lives.

1 Women of seventies considered work as an inrsgteca of their life space.

2. They wanted their presence in career along mothes, marriage and children.

3. Although they accepted the social traditionéd teehavior from the earlier generation but they
desired understanding and support from their hudbamnd colleagues in their occupational
choice.

4. They wanted their voices to be heard as ledu#lsinside and outside business environment.

Women Entrepreneurs of the Eighties

In the eighties, the women started entering inghllyi polished technological and professional

education. Many of them have got medical, engimgeand some other degrees or diplomas.
With these qualifications many joined their fathershusbands industry as equally contributing
partners. Women of eighties have shown their pasendifferent fields like some opened their

own clinics and nursing homes and many more opeapesimall boutiques, small manufacturing

enterprises and entered garment exports.

Women of eighties believed in themselves and hadage to make new beginnings. However
many of them had to face the hostile behavior ofedg, the opposition and non support of their
families. They were pursuing their careers but whih guilt of not playing traditional social roles

of being wives or mothers in an appropriate way.

Women Entrepreneurs of the Nineties

The nineties had witnessed many women who startezhterprise and strengthened it to grow.
Even if those who joined big family enterprisesytlwentributed it with their proficiencies and
knowledge. Sometimes they excelled better tharr faghers and husbands. This was the first
time, when father thought of passifigheritance’ to a ‘daughter’ than an inefficient and

incompetent son.
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The woman of 90’s comes forward in new avatar. Efgldren are gratified byheir ‘super
mom’ and have decided to step into their mother’s shragher than following the father’s shoes.
Prominent example is @aif Ali Khan who opted for a career in films by following hiother
Sharmila Tagore rather than fatheéPataudi in Cricket.

Women Entrepreneurs of the 21 Century
Twenty first century is the century of telecom, dfid banking and women of 2Century are
multifaceted. By guiding and heading these prontinadustries have women have become

trendsetters.

The woman of today plays multiple roles that toacgssfully being a daughter she takes the
responsibility of her parents, being wife she masalger home and family, being a mother she
takes charge of her children to make them the @mldf the new millennium. At the same time

she is also the entrepreneur who builds an enserp6he accepts the distinctiveness of her

identity and expects the dignity and respect frahers.

Successful Indian Business Women

Indian women are no more showpieces to decorateabsehold. In entrepreneurial world
following are some leading business women:-.

Indira Nooyi: This brilliant corporate woman started her careddoston Consulting Group and
moved on to Motorola and ASEA Brown Boveri Ltd. Somed PepsiCo in 1994. She turned the
company into a bold risk taker. In 1997, Pepsitsthits own fast food chain and in 1998 it
acquired Tropicana. In 2001, she became Presidétgpmsi Cola. Wall Street Journal added her
name in their top 50 women to watch in 2007 andB260@rtune magazine declared her second
most powerful women in business in September 28h6.served PepsiCo as CEO for twelve

years.

Indu Jain: Indu Jain is the current chairperson of India'gést media group, Bennett, Coleman
& Co. Ltd., which owns the Times of India and otlemge newspapers. She is also known by
many different identities such as that of a spaligi, humanist, entrepreneur, pundit of culture
and the arts and an educationalist. She was awdndedadma Bhushan by the Government of
India in January 2016.
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Chanda Kochar: She is the former MD & CEO of India’s largest ptwdank ICICI BankShe

is widely appreciated for her role in shaping tle¢ait banking sector in India and for her
leadership of the ICICI Groupn 2011, Kochhar was awarded the "ABLF Woman of 8ow
Award (India)" at the Asian Business LeadershipufoAwards.

Vidya Manohar Chhabria: The wife of late Manohar Rajaram Chhabria, is ndwaicnan of
Jumbo Group, a Dubai based $1.5 billion businegsglomerate. She became chairperson of the
company after the death of her husband in 2002 r&methe business with the help of her three
daughters.

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw — Chairman Biocon She is the first female master brewer and the
richest woman in India. She started her firm Biodwaia in 1978 in her garage. With her hard
work and determination she overcome all these olestaand turned Biocon into the biggest

biopharmaceutical firm in Indialn 2014, she was awarded @& mer Gold Medal, for

outstanding contributions to the progress of s@etd chemistry. In 2015, she was listed as the
85th most powerful woman in the world Bgrbes Forbesagain listed her in 2016 and 2017 -

the most powerful women in the world at 77th anstfibsition respectively.

Shahnaz Husain:Shahnaz Husain (Shahnaz) was another successfubnvemrepreneur of
India. She popularized herbal treatments for beantyhealth problems. Her company, Shahnaz
Husain Herbals, was the largest of its kind inwwgld and had a strong presence in over 100

countries, from the US to Asia.

Ekta kappor: Ekta Kapoor poularly known as thsoap queen, the Joint Managing Director
and Creative Directoof Balaji Telefilms is credited for bringing about a revolution in the
Indian small screen industry. She is a rare contiomaof beauty with brains and a great
inspiration for budding entrepreneughe has made it to the list of 25 Most Powerful Véarm
India Business, compiled by business magazine Bssiifoday for her work in television and
films in 2012.

Neelam Dhawan:She has become a pioneering figure in the IT imgusf India. She is the
Managing Director of HP India Pvt. Before that, Sleeved as Managing Director and leader of
country businesses for 11 years at Microsoft. Meeldim Dhawan has been an additional
independent director of ICICI Bank Ltd., since Janyul2, 2018.
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Priya Paul: Priya Paul finished her Bachelor's in Economics1frdSA. She got into her family
business at the age of 24 after her father SureRduh was assassinated in 1990. At present,

Priya is the Chairperson of Apeejay Park Hotels.

CONCLUSION

Independence brought promise of equality of oppatyun all sphere to the Indian women and
laws guaranteeing for their equal rights of pgp@tion in political process and equal
opportunities and rights in education and employmesre enactedSince the 2% century, the
status of women in India has been changing. Oveydars, more and more women are going in
for higher education, technical and professionaicatlon and their proportion in the workforce
has also been increased. But in India, the entnepréal world is still a male dominated one in
comparison to advanced natiomsdelieve that with proper education, guidance,egomental
policy and infrastructure, the women of today widlich the magic of enlivening themselves.
Women should ask themselves whether they need, ajchreer, or a “higher calling” in life,
since leaders are motivated from the inside out.

“I think key is for women not to set any limit” - M artina Navratilova
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AUt 37. 996HI3 od & feg9d J :
Il YA feg 3 J9Tral T UIHSH fHar v 71 T8 feg efonr<i

giealt AR 3° U9 & HA®T J1 AYY 99 dF A feg 9 Afog &

YMTUE »J BE I HI®T 89T T YUdT 9o MISUT 3% 03 3E (83
fogreus & u3H a9 37|

T9fu3 g2 J¢ AHH foo® f&ar

04,

guet feg g9 Afods fersdt fdea

3T ¢ fe3xq9 fegu wreo BT Ts1 JY 36x AfgY feogs Ba € &

WY o USS® & ANH © UE9E ©f UE'E J98¢ Ja|

HeUl &3 JLere §
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al

A € 3a § feg fAaoz & ufoos aoe@e 6 & AAT & AN #8H,

fead 3 YyA9 A3 fersdt 3 fs9s9 9w J1 fersdt & oy 3 It Hee =

AoH Jer J1 fersdt % It A9 fies gAger J1 fea 8GR § fam & W 3
ffen 5t 77 AaeTl Y98 fersdt § fexd 9 fée d€ Avw feg qfors ©
H9dT § »IUTT8E & He8 fod Ja1  JfuHE & HeR! HITE & wide nidl Hod
JT ufgeg feg Ifg & A3 3 U3ar @ Ag fegBe Jg ugH=HT <F garst feg
Jfs ¥ goIrr 3 ufd3g fies fA8= 3 59 fo3r I fHA™S <F gggar dnff
foHaiaus et Tt 77 At 76

nirs Hifa fedafe gdh Aar garfs fee urshor 116

9 Afogs AT feo yofes afas gaet T fegu adfent fersd

W

o JF

Ia| At yEr, Sfent J3f3nr, yger yar, wid €g8, ggfenta, T yEr nife

839 & BAY I T UE'E A9<T o 39N I36T ¥ HSH § HETUS I

AHTAY 9t ¥86 9o fersdt & ot &nff AT 3° Has a9 & J19

fal lal

fafr I

Afda&t & FEAST Y96

4

I WHIEH HI TIHET TS !
S 2fg & nidnifs |5 HizwT &far asfs | |
56 AST Aetnifs fa f599 g Hafa 1 |

gt A A Aenfs Fis A3ty 3dfs | |
Aefs ATET e {53 8fc Arsfa 1 118
JIJ »IIAG B H AST Y& § Uns THfen HIT J9T Ts ¢
A% & UTEMITH ASJT I |

fal lal o

faafz Adfar AT €fs It 1 9T 8 ||

Ty T Hadfs Af® ArEmI | |
fipr a1 & Ue 97 Afs 3Tl |
A% AAfH funt wirfamm His 1 |
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3F &dt I8 TY & AHS | |

ad a7od frfs YS ugnAg afg Afen| |

U& AST ©9dig udetenr| | 1°

J9gEt FYY W3 Budnrt IEdTdiHST feg HiTs go9s & &6t ¥ I9
fI83 § YIs AS3IIT, MM 53893 w3 AlHs & anft soe@et 91 A, df,
3T, U3al nife € gu feu fersdt & gihiar g efsnrfenr I, fem At 50
A8 9 T JES J

lal fal

I Ig g Aoy feg yus &9t © fogex Idt udusr feg yus &t ¢

fAISIEETS § FEAdl Bl &% semit feset @ urArfanr famr g1 8T AHH

pyY N

feg g o3t et vigs & v § 33 & BAT »ids 33, 8re fHgne=va 33,

8re v® ¢ foeme 507 Mi8T g51 3t ¥ fggs § B AN feu fea Hfex 3

al (al n n

o fa) ~ fa) N¥a) ~
AZIM3 [Hdlole'Cld H’d'(’) JdJdAT did HTIdI € €d86 E’T [fE<3T, HIBAIT M3

famrs & fesuzsT § & GAaT J9er J1%

g Afgast & 3998 § f&x AH® A féar se9= g Senr J1 T9
IHEH feRsdt uds &t Uyz3T J9¢ f&d nia® ydy ©F A3 Hew JdT fegrae

Jo

HET g U3 AfS 79 o i

o o fal n fa 25
HIAT 8 HOEY dJId dId €I |

I WHIEH HI SIHEE TS :
us fug efg & nidnifs gofs feas dfe
e Af3 gfe yIst us fug adht Afe 1%

fer3dr fegst Afosdt®ssT, foHasT, Aad, Hfdu=T nife & & J9g

feg fegfonr famr g1 ArfAx 3 &f3a Hiswer § F9a99 JuE e JIaet

“

HeH € »eT 3 feusa § Ifer Juer J1 Joge € yIds feAsdt ¥ 8T

fal N

VS THE € HIAES BT gaol AMqET »3 9367 & H9dl AS8er J1 &t

gITadt © Ud3% 83 Aee I9<r IE AYUl 3T $wisS o9 @ fegg J
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Il I AfTES & &6t UK UfTasusT TRIA o FiaHsT, HadT niedss,
AHTA {3837 3737 y=eft, 13 Aedt fenrfinT, U8 J9d &t 29
AEasr »i3 ARt 2df T St AUAT &% Af3n 31 Hugd
AfSMTETS feg n3H BT 5791 €9 § Yad HIAIS 13T J|

udas fegg fergs 3 sme feo afg Aae of fa 39 dg Afow fes
fBar AHa3T T fAUTS ygs gu feu 839 Agne mi8er J1 fersdt g yIs ©
AHS AHS & BAEr d% ¢ 49 313 © fosdlds & marfuzs &tz 31 fem
fegdt gt feg f&ar niurgs €3 feg' Uer Joht @sednit, F8E 3 e
JIHIST § AT AES Yus a4t J 1 Fersdt & qurdt 9Ft dF § I9 Afoust
S AT & H3 AEUE © U36 o3 J1  fesawdt AY € o9t fegt a9
Tt & 3t © AQU 9 9 3 foas famn T fosdide 3 3wfenr T
gr9aTel € fegrgurar &t € nroEt BE Rwdg © 99 u%er I St et
3 &IYT8 YU's AHH © AHST Yydu mitls Adidr feg Aa=st It 7Y gogst
o giEtardt fegrguraT aHAT foHt fo3a, »3H JiesT iz oSt JoHt <o

fudt ot feg = HeHS, HIZ, fHex, AOR »ife gef § 99999 J°

a

H&Y ©F g9t ©F 1@ 13t 71 fod A3 © Hawu nitls AT glons feg®

e A3 feg9 3 feamw foor J1 oot & v H3e AlAds vee & Ayfax

EN

HIST € Y<9gs § 89T of fex fege vis® € Ju feg & i § fHaAeT J1|

- % E 9] ﬁ o
. 3. A9 9, (2007) I 8 AIY Tfeedss, Bmier @ 9387

yass, 2007, UsT7

g NG €<, AIIS HI&TS, HE I9 dF Afae, »iar 611

I3 A9, YIT3r, BIt, viar 1349

2
3
4. I YIHIEH, WITHT HI&' 1, BT, vidr 425
5 I IHETH, HIdT HIS 4, T, nidr 1238
6

Jd 561 €<, USTAIT HU®™ 1, BT, »iar 663

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 191




Q International Inventive
- Multidisciplinary Journal

Inventive
Publication An International Peer reviewed Refereed Journal |ISSN : 2348-7135

32. FTI3T AN f&°g niez <t Afas

IHBHIZ T TSN
wiHAdE Yerg
THIAZ T ITHH THH
fH®g I St

ST AHT HIE YU's AHH J10e % 3° % I I& MUied AN 199 3 Hae
o I §®-g% JIug A9 w93 I 3t w3 I, fagt niez we fFa vas
JIAHH 39 nigz mue & o fonrfimr e 3t 89 idar »idar qut <8 7S
AOHE fouet ¥ &der JInids ¥<t, 3%, U3at, Hf, Tt nife © foms
fog et JIgst A R gz g et e eor & iz Al J1uT fer @
gege & wids § st It AHfsnr Afer T

“Hag fegt A9 forfantt § Wi A< 3t fegt A9 forfsnt &9 niSa-nEd

g

39t T fumrg, Af3a9, €59 3 HH3T gt It JIfegt farfanrt feg feat

fHoa d= € gege w93 fer mim R9 »iF & nmchmz vfgar g3t 317°()
A WA YI3s AN ©F 31 IOt 3T e § B & féfenr Afer Hiags
AY TatHa fori-Harf, smat-Aaint & 2 »igs § fSfenr J1fie »ift viss

et vz afde of €8 & g AN J9y a8 Adft & miet Jee {9 WIS 3

FUTSE YT 3% HIUS o387 A
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“ gioy-get R fersdt & yIm & wiuast e €857 a96 Hionm famim

JIR W T I3 B3 § Bu® JId IHAT J9 foer J, 38 & fersst vay

T AfSMTaTH 9o 99 fdet J 199y &8 feue Ja:-
TR T Fufs & virfenr|
HE FJ HI™ Y3 faarfenr)
N B3 I8 WE HrfenT|
f35 5%, H& AT wrfenm1”(%)

Y336 AR 189 Ad9 Ut va AfeT H 3F vies § mig st &t four © 3 &t
Ao Uer /T I AR ‘At yar & o fifgr afer /i ifer 3 fewe vies 3
UE Ut § ETHST AHS & Ho &E! f&ar A HE | ueH yde €9 faar famr
J fa:-

Ust 3¢ 993 I g% 9T, JQU I, BT B, Ao I, gTIH <, HIMH

U F3eT fed, U usat § feg &y g It ymer grdter 917°0)

Ug AN © % ISfent 993 A9 fonast fegst gont Y3t fedu <t 92 mie

5 I AST yET I HeT Ig »HITH Ht & QUTH 13T 3 Gust & miet gt
9 faor At fa:-

“At 2fg 37 nimdhrfs

" HFo Sfar 733 |

ST AT Aratfs

fr fagd < Hafs17(h)
fa A3t 8T g3 &dt 7 Ut &t four <9 It AZ & W9 A< AT AT

d

8g J 7 ust T feez g 6T #t Aogst T

A feg »ids 3 993 981 Je7 9fder JIAN-AN 3 B0 for o fom gon =

0 o

firerg et Ifdet U inie3 d° gort & ufggmr fer 337 & © Aae ot -
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“ WrUE QUT gBHT TI6 W93 MU wifuardt WS vt § H'E &dT
AeT | fog 8ot @ niftagt »is At & @8wE I 17%9 8T i

W3 J T WTEE &dT HTIE Aeft =7 f&g anigg a517()

wgfe’ AHT ufgntt fsfinr & Hfen Afer 9, ug fer © g<ge 393t ANH

&g f&a-3€ < 3T AeT TIBIS UTT J& 3 T HETenT AT J AT oo feg

& HIs & JfHE 3T AT J189T I € F96 I BIFT-BIA wigus K9
2Ix U fIam T 1 w3fontt &t Urfer famier 3 9t T 3 &Ioinit o wie|
“ BT NF HUMT T Hdrst HefARST faee Hf € 3199 wied U It fex ot
NSt HE § Yya'd F9el 98T Ml J,

HG a1 U & ™,

& HE HItE |
HE oY ‘T &7 I3 d97
& HE HdtE ————- 17(%)

393t AHTH fRT »ig3 & JTS 993 T 39t JIATIOX 2323, ol HaTEH,

lal (al ~

fal v 0 . ~ ~
HTOTHA SHED 1€d 1€6 €6 <Ud aﬂ'ﬂTaUUﬁl

[a} “n

s &g I8 A% 2010 & 89 MaAT 66 AT nigst & Hien I f fues

113 i"v

3 UA T9 Box' § Aos3 Afger ugt, A ff9 SHaw =@t gt
3 WISHT % A9 ARE & HHS J17°(7)

s wufsd AR feg 99 839 K9 »i93 & »wiud Aqr g et JI1yStesT
Ufe® @F ©F Ufash »id3 I 7 3793 ©F ITHSIUST nide &t gal et | ToUaT
IBIcT, Me fagmr safeeg nife &9 niusr 9® wier &9 IdT JIngs =t
fEdt It d= © F=ge & FIT IT I A1 Herfenr Ater 71 fHfimr w8t a3t §
w3 II9 AT 3 IX BIEr AEl 17T HIA AFS THA Aet I Is 3
fAmt-Are = fage &t Js 153at § fAftnr © 339 oo fem &t &

Q|
-
3
d
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e &dt o3 Afer fx 8o ugfenr s J1uT Tgar 39 3 wigs § fHftmr &
nifgarg I | fifemim @ 839 feg »ids &% Je o339 AYUr 14 TAgg 1960 feg
AGSS ITHST 6e9A ffg faar famr J:-

“ fer Jo<rs 9 niws o3 famr fx fiftmr @ i 29 &ar 3 nrorfas

2 7ATs % faR 39t 2 3T-g@ o wfgmr sdt &3t a=dit gt S mifad

dJ

3, argeret gt fHftnr & mesT § ygedts J9et 99 A We J9et 9%
8HS FHUS &9 3T A<dr | feR HHss 99 99 Uug & fiftmi far f<g
fHfamr Y=t udg, fHfamr T fimrg(standard) i3 39 HI3t fam © AfH®

v

JIfegst <8 vigst Y=t fan & 337 T feza9r &dt o3 a<ar17¢%)

et ufgest &g fAge s3fant § I ugfenr Aler J 3 X &3 =

Hies HUT A<dr1Uyd 8T f&T g% Y U6 fd %3 § uz6T 3 &IA « HI<G
HU9ET J, U9 &3 UF8T &% yI' ufged I ug A JIF Y
BIFST UF Aet I 3T yJ ufgeg 79 IEat <mm feet T
“ JiTs 3F ©F 996 I AN HEHT UH I & fHftmr At-
33 yar 3 83t I gEs I, fagt yaw 339 317°(¢)
ViF B3 J ©F €8 ni93 § AeHs T &, #a9 & sv-3= fen 397 It

~

Zuer fagar 3 AeH 3 ufgsr It Sfent @ Ifznm Jet Idtifeg fer A9 = a2

&t fem adt dRdriufgegt 9 ITUr &gt J=dr I WA T YSHT J
A<ar 1793 & Jt fem wahor € ¥3-33, 9, edial, Ifmdi-Haaft

AeH 3T 1 fer Bt 39 aad &< i & W93 § He Jfae et y=t 3 »igs
g o 9 AZ 3 €9 Taw feéfonr nnust wet €9 faar #t-

393t AHTH fRT m3fomt @ A0 AN &I3T HeEt Aet J1UT wigfed
At ufsnr-fefamr &0 9 fam a9s sat & A9 feg 83t fadt ss<ist 9, fam
% I8 W ff9 It @ a3t I HeBe w foew J famr Jiug f&ar

T3 feg S QA 3T Toe nr fSor JIAmHA o g Aer J fa U3 a3 J
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AIY T6, Ud Uit I¢ g Uit &dt gee 18T g™ Hf fuB & 3adie §

MUST IIBIE Hodit I8 |

o o8 8 W99 § nigs feer Hafenm Afer JIni9s © Aons Y3t

FHGH &S AT 96 1U9 gAY UTH BA U9 & g3t AHfswr AfeT I Ae9-AaTd

I9rt TIE3T g9 37 It AEs ¢ fHeEr gsifeg feg wigs feen Hetge =

HoJE &df FSeTIAe W93 § ¥eeT I fHEAr, w3 "9 AE & vl 3

AIftmr3 et 3t BR fos wigs feer He8e T »iH® Hogg YT J A<dr |

H WA € AN © T%3 § Sufenr fifd Agx 3 feg grdter J fa 8o viss
T AoHS 3 ASftm BT AY3 S©H 9aT, 89 AHH © A9 & @ @ &f3H
I J fa 87 »i93 Y3t niust Au g ge&e In9z § Of, 3T, Hf nife fomfanr

fdg nieg Af3ag 2= IfaBfa fial @9 3% AT A9 &t geadit »id3 3 Je

gOH T &dT ga&d 3 & It 8Rg fan famy & wmret Yz d=att

YASH 3 998 feush

(1) nTS nrygrg dar d99 3(23 g6 2017)

() fAy gaH fesmet UaT S99 255
(3)fHy gaH 8t Uar d59 253
(4 Ay gan 8t Uar 59 258
(5)HJHT niftarg fEa v Arsadt
3t ARfeeg fAw Usr 899 147

(63 nigaTg feg s 399 3(22 AZIT 2017)

(HUATET ATIIGE UST 399 4 (8 H'Ig 2017)
(8)HAHT Niftarg & m™H ATEaTat UsT 399 146

(9)Md3 FII3< 3 Nfiad HEIHG e UaT 399 107

(10)fAYy gan femmet Uar 399 2581 |
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33. iy goH feo wiss @ AFS
AA<g dg

wWHIASS Yend
foe gfseafid

J9 &6d ©° A ¥ HY 3 897 mue A fa€ ver it fag Anfo s |
fior & g feg I @ femsdt & gfmrt |, dftmr § 7o fid3T T BR § &€
ez di3T AT J | di9seY 7 X ufas w3t yon e g & fersd
W B FrItdt view Garet | 8y oo & faaguar I fx fam @ @F <t
Afgn=T & gIc UT9 & wie {8 3% &% SIrfent 47 AgeT J & 87 AfgnisT
feg fersdt 3 & AEws T | €8 iy uoH feu fersdt © Aes & 9% a96 3
ufast 0 2 ot feg fersdt © AETs ©F 9% J9 &t ggdt J|

fefsam € g 3 Uz goer J & feq o feg fersdt € T®3 g3 nigt A
8H & HIT ¥ ¥999 MU YUS AS| €T & nidar H39r o fAgasr fart
fersdnt & 3T I1 87 AN I Qufsae Aoz dnft fersdn feg araatt

SEIS HE YU J |

fed @ 3 gmE J& - IH AfEST ge% IE W © AN Sa fersdt §

UITS ) MUHTS -A6x %3 3 UdaT fe37 famr At | fers<st sous feg fust
ot fagraasl s, fusT @ 13 3 gmie €3 397 fond 7€ 3 Hag ust , ust 3

IME %3S df faaraat Jo Ifder AT

H6 T9H & g Yse nitts Ifed uguT™ & ¥ss 3F Ag9 F1sT 99 U9H &

IHS YIB3 Ae36! YIU © fdU e g8e JIIfem™ Hau3T ©F S¢ U&HT o
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TITHT 3T Ag9 dfenr g viez € AHW 9 wd AEw e fem uon ©

RAEUST-YIraar €7 9% feamsa It fagr 1Ha=H gu & Huz™ <t fHgs 37
afer i3t ,feE 3a & Boat & W3 § &t 39 3 Hos waw 3T famr ug
feg T9a" wiH adit 3 =IfAs 3T famm w3 U & Aies -89 T IAS

feufent| feq T<t mide & HO3HT gU 3° Ufanr fx,3 saes fersdt A=

&% AET feeg fad fagr d&r adter 37 vosHT ¥u & €39 i3 3 Bow' 3

37T U | HISH U <F feAsd g9 Iife gg3t dat adt Ar IfEA s

IS wET foge e gHa g9eel 80 YUdT ¥ U9H JE 8 fHee gefont §

fireg sfagfenr famr I 1feT S5 0% g5 50 @ vies § AW o8 AHss

A" TS ¥ 3 A9 96 ,Ed RW T8 AH® AT ¥U® €€ AN mi9sT i
fSUHEMT g™ WIS g UH ©F 93T 3% USE J96 B HIS S ST
Vg3 € HHG feg gu & wrde § Are Jfge € 3FE 19U I HAS AT
Tmie &g uan nidar fafimtt feg fznr famr 8=t 93t A<t few gu @ fAost

T Yo fHO™ 3 At € J8F feg i famr 18TsT feg I3 3 nigs § wiarHt

T AUS AHS o f88 39 »y 837 X ge93 & 99 = f&g A8 3 niufesg

fiT 3,7 HoY € HaST © fog @3 Sus €7 oH J9e7 J|
famgt AEr € g9 3 HABH®' € I93 B3 oHS I96 ©F & U9 i3

WIS ITH3 & o<t 13 fon far @@ A3 3 337 niAg  fersdt 73t ug fumr

[} ~

B3AT 3 AeH § 937 AT I U J It H9 T & ygr yIfs3 I aEt 1ude

Y

fa) o

=~ n ~ ) N
M3 H3l <ddl HHTIH U6 Hd 36 &dl |

SN

n ~ . ) fa fa) a i
a3 & =9 ,ATd m3 LI'EYH'" o'M IMo' Jdal Hg Jd dIEl  TEH3dlI €7 Wd®

dies =T &7 fgor 139 37 J9 feA®H uan feg 3 fomsdt vAfAE 77 X
g3 < adf Al &9 Aa<l| feA®sH ugn fent & fHer fersdt 7

goTfenT Arfee It faA ugH fent & fEat I ISt d= | fersH oo feg

4

Nig3 2 T90 ©f di® JOiE 3T 2 nid3t ot gedl 8 g€ € g9rgg HaF Aver 9

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 198




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

| feA®H € A 3 I3 TIAG MIOT s gt & SBiuer I f wigs 3
Ife & Bl J Udg »iede BA ¥ Bue dT Irdier I

FHET H3 igAT W93 § AR o8 Ag 3 37 »iugdh AHfswr Aer 7 1fen
I35 8T fargar w3 =F fan & ufe39 u9fia @AZ § =9 adt AxEl »f3 faranr
wd feg MUt »ieH g% &dF J9 Al | 3T< EHTEN H3 § Tonr feg A
3 g e Ifenm T37 uoH Hien er T ug fem & w93 § wigTr fears
I AT |

7 UIH 3 I o AfSMST TF dis o9 BT A< 3T IHG AfSN3T 3° Afgntarg <t
Gt T UM H Hé e J5 I feo Afee Afgwsr o A 3 &3 g0s O
fx fer Hos Afgmeg  feg & wigz § eAgwr ©F 3§ & Aust Aadfsor
Arer A 3 feR & udle <9 SF oy 918 A »i3 931feeT J6 HETUS &3
famr & U=t & yIr yIm »iftds J fa 8T miust usat § I AaET I |
g9 € &« & fmrey 793 yfHo I ,u3 8ot nigA & fea ust § fex
st Aog feg I fa »ust usat <t 9% B U9 B8R © €%c oW a9 I19A f<9

UJEt ades J fX TR »igs feg feq sy 3t J |

~

IS © & 8 096 J & Ag »igsT 3 niye 8978 JdaT gdier J 17U,

f & yJ feme feu 93¢ H97 T ©F i3 394t & HaAHT Hfenm 7T J, €8
@ g3 § & uoH feu A & & yeadt adt &St I | ni9g €A §

il TF" & At feg €303 T Togr Yy J1 U9 fEg & nigz < Jdtdt

<

efent dar J fE8 g3t § fifer A% € & 9AH J1 B3 T A6H A8 3 80
TefIAHST AHST 7reT I W3 &3t ©F H3 AT 3 33T yAfAHsST 133919

f£8 T A9 It ads vi9s © feJu 75 |

WiHS @8 U9H & AW €3 993 3w yg= Je' JI U9H It AHH § AT AU

fder T 196 HBH & niaerel ader J | fefdmis &f3azT © fAors feg Ao
adt font AaeT 1feT fag® o It AH Y3t fineat J1 iy oo © gwat |t
a9 o6k €< /i & fer fiAet & gydt fagient| fersdt € AHast gaem
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Ty d BJer 3 fersdt At § AR ufouy feu uafha 39 3 <fanret
fest|

Jiosw®E J fa fer ya9 © AW 8 fersdt § 9999 @ won A3 3 ufgesr wt
IJ9 56k Afgd & St 39 HEger R &€ Her mmdhd fag dufo Iws
»onrgr fe3t I Rg 3 ufowr feRsdt A3t e nrew 88 IT Gus faa
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fer 397 I fa 7 g Afog »u niaggHt o8 As 3T g9 Hios oot fes
TIAHS IJ|I JI HIIS UJUTT, I UJUT™ € AHfer I o BATT J feo o=s
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fiy oon It I fA8 o<t AT de® g Afoss © fo39s & »ia 5 &
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T HA9-Y=y, =S T T AST H3T JIAdl T g®IEs, H3T Hedl o | JER
IfasHTet, vz Aoy d9 & u®H & 13T T i3t wife 3§ fen It < Andt
3¢ I6 fx & 3 Ig Afog® & J9 Hio® & e AEs s 3 & IF 99
Hig®T & muE miy g IR 9 8= AHfSwr| Adr Adar fages, A3fe3 ais
THt, fSa9 Afgwat 3 €31 JIHUAIET g A ATOHE »ighit 3 g9 Ao ©
mregHt § B8t & wuE 35 3 Jefenr| Ba He, ¥96, 3 J9H ©F fexmdsT §

JUHS T96 THMT RIS A6 | 8y niug uShoit & yee &
H3

!

[alS] n (al

UggdH U & | g7 &9 Tdidee AETUR a9d fed

n al n

%3 Hi<a-fore]

3

VUE WMH® T BAGIOR J96 99 II9 Hiv®t & tarer @q3 J Ifem U €9
AT 39 o™ adinr feg' fedus 939 T wiftadihn a5 |

g% tH& &, 919 Higs™ & TRy Ja & gfenme <9 g8 a9 @1 IH i3T

| far 2t fuas & AUt &St 87 T nivdt Uy AoHE w8, 87 < 339!

%3 Jet I, iH& Uy 89 9419 Aus I far I7dts g ferm g segi-aiHst

& 8% fiee gs | JT & g TOAfe’ Ha®y T Haynf &d- JeT, BF %

gfenr 87 T fegex Yu It 87 & As-AyT © Jfocde 8% J | TH Heds
ST g9 Hios =it araall, HET ASTET, HTET 3d1 »ifadin 89 msH=t Aw |
figt & iy fATa 35-He &% fegifenr | fegr & &7 des Mt 3 THEs & ot
351 3 gefent AG fem § nidh QU R dhr @ wifad yIs ue fa nrBe
TS Ty Aa3 fer 5% g3er di9e HITAR a9s & gl | feg aet aoHs

a3 &JF fa fig gttt & wmug dSfontt T 2fent © g9 »mug a5t 9 unr
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¥, Mdfg g9 AJ, U fAae adt arfanm feg 37 Aar B8R digeHsT ududT <F g
J fam & fegr fRg 8o aesf-aiH3t © Siw diw 3 AHf Uz 3 89 Yag ue
| 99 Hfow 3 fewe g9 Afoas Shr J9 vt St & fegt €99

WEIHT ‘I I&ET Jaorm | TR uduar © i fe3a arfag 839 a® @
wBwanT T €96 st § 3 didr 3 & fegt aeat-dHst 3 KT &t

Hf3nT | 39 37 39, it fies € s®x 3T g9t fHR® 3 fAiy I3 @ A <&t 3y
X ATTHE PTET | HITTTEr AeT og, HIgT I3 fRw & 993 35T 393 g
Jat | niz &9 feo sfoer €fos T fx fig didti™ uwAT U < gfontet 393
A&, iy gttt yrear g T dgerst fegr 3 fRosHe geaf-aiHst & figns,

fougs 3 yes 938z T ataf T W J96 Bt g0F I6 |

I8 3 feushor
11 HO's aH- 3et a1 fiw AgT
213 A3<ST § 3 udute
31 (HiJEd &9 fa1®) (37)
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Ifg I AHWT ST A7iEt I THAT IH Hos IT & fesiH Sfex & 393 <F

v

AHTHE 0783 3 A J9eenT| viaaet A9a & 39 fea v § daft 337 Wy
UIT® q9d &t §Js 3 HfvpR &3t X 393 e w93t 3 HIet ©
fega nmurt fezaar d 3 It &1 3es= TuE § fHesel J1 fAr J9a viargH
AT & AHH AUSE €F Hal & YISt ISt »is a9 887 o YA 13| fer 3°
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» 4
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At I3 3 AE aoefenT A @ At 3T JE 9% a4t 91 ferm = qu e

nieHadt Ht fa ferer yows Hfgnm mma feg &t 7 A= A1 AST ygr =
Uss Id MHIEH HF & = &3 H Ud3 AN feg feg yEr @39t gu u9s
&9 Tt AT I IH Hds I¢ fer ygr fegu nmus foge & fonr At fa€
1811 &t feg €A & 397 & H3 Qud3 GRSt gt § Augenst AT 13T famr
A 9o I IH Hos & fer 2 fedu &tz gfomm &30 @7 1829 & feg
A3t yET feerde vifufswd uR 3T famm fam © wigR, “Foa ot & fenast

fan & feuer & At d © A9u oo fam 337 & y=u #f »iy=Sy AfesT Jaar

9

2

3t 87 T3 War »iuITdT J=ar |

el al
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= [alSENal
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-
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37. The Role of Education Sector in Removingender Inequality

Sandeep Kaur
Research Scholar
Punjabi University Patiala

To promote equality, it will be necessary to pdevifor equal opportunity to all not only in
access to education, but also in the conditionstmcess. Everyone has to be reminded of the
inherent equality of all through the education. Tierpose is to remove prejudices and
complexes transmitted through the social envirortraad the accident of birth. It is important to
ensure in the context of the Indian reality thatla educational programmes are carried out in
strict conformity with the secular values. The eatian system must play a positive role in the
empowerment of people and removal of all kindsiaéés which are basically man made

The gender discrimination is the result of humaaxcpce. It is in vogue since time immemorial.
The degree of discrimination varies according ® development stage of a particular society.
The efforts to eliminate gender discrimination eoatinued. In this direction, various provisions

under the constitution and statutes have beenpocated and implemented with little success.

Gender Roles

We observe many differences among boys and girlshen family, the street, inside the
classroom, in the play field. For instance, in gaheboys are active, playful, confident, bold,
loud, and difficult to control. Girls are passivgentle, quiet, accepting, more complacent and
easy to control. It is important for those who i@aréhe education sector to appreciate how infants
and toddlers learn to see themselves as girls apsl in the adult images of women and men in
their cultures. There are some general perceptiegarding gender role©ne, we not only
observes the differences among girls and boys Bodealieve that these are natural and inherent
in two sexes. We come to the conclusion that tmeyb&logical and hence unchangeabieo,

the social roles of men and women, being culturtilaats, vary across space and tiriaree,
these differences are a result of ages of soc@rénces of the two sexes — are socially created

and determined, and, therefore changeablmur, the present day human civilization both

www.inventivepublication.com Volume-VI, Issue-XI, November- 2018 Page 220




IIM]-International Inventive Multidisciplinary Journal ISSN-23487135.1F 5.2

demands and creates new possibilities for the lsantess of the two sexes as complementary and
equal, globally. Now it is beyond doubt that themem have proved to be equally competent in
all the fields.

Educators should know about Self-Concept and Sstkdin.Self-conceptis how an individual
views oneselfSelf- esteems the dynamic aspect of self- concept throughcivian individual
constantly evaluates one’s self in relation to sygithe amount of value we ascribe to ourselves.
High self-esteem and high achievement motivatiohguad in hand. Human organism has a need
to be loved or to receive attention if unmet, ceadl to pathological symptoms, even death. Five
groups of needs have been identified-physiologsaiety, love, esteem and self —actualization.
All these needs require interaction with other gguwhose membership gives us a sense of
identity. National Policy on Education (NPE)

The NPE emphasizes the core values such as eqbatityeen sexes, ending social evils and
practices derogatory to women, small family norttc, &he NPE and Programme of Action
(PoA) highlight the need to improve the socialritiainal, and health status of the girls and also
to strengthen support services such as drinkingnw&bdder, fuel, and Early Childhood Care
and Education (ECCE) as an integral componentetthiversal Elementary Education (UEE).
The PoA emphasizes the need to revise textbookemtove gender bias and gender sensitize all
educational personnel so that equality betweenssexeld be internalized through gender

sensitive, gender inclusive curriculum and its $estion.

Gender scenario in school education

India has the second largest educational systaheiworld after China with a total enrolment of
191.63 million out of whom 80.54 million (42%) agels (MHRD, 2000-01). Due to the strong
gender focus of the government initiatives durimg 1990s as also the pro-girl child, pro-women
policies, and programmes during this decade, getiication has progressed and the gender

gaps have narrowed.

Women'’s educational and occupational choices

It was suggested that although expectations forcessc and personal efficacy predict
occupational choice, they are not the only predsctoA survey suggests that positive
expectations are a necessary, but not sufficieetjiptor of occupational choice. Believing that

one can succeed at an occupation is critical tésatexision to enter that occupational field. The
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particular occupation selected also believed toeddpon the value attached to various
occupational characteristics.In a particular sunvewas found that parents and teachers distort
their perception of the competencies of particgids and boys in various domains in a gender
role stereotypic fashion. Both gender differenced mdividual differences within each gender
in educational and occupational choices are lirntkedifferences in individuals’ expectations for
success and subjective task value. With regardegménder difference in the occupations linked
to math and physical science in particular, womenless likely to enter these fields than men,
both because they have less confidence in thélitiebiand because they place less subjective
value on these fields than on other possible odaupd niches. Furthermore, gendered
socialization practices at home, in the schools, among peers play a major role in shaping
these individual differences in self-perceptiond anbjective task values.

Understanding women’s occupational choices requardésoad view of the options and roles
available to women. Occupational choices are natenia isolation of other life choices, such as
the decision to marry and have children, and theisd® to balance one’s occupational
behaviors with one’s other life roles. Most womenow that women in male dominated
occupations often face discrimination and harassmenheir jobs, as well as more subtle forms
of disapproval from their colleagues, friends, aathtives. The anticipation of these kinds of
negative experiences can also deter women fronstsejemale-dominated and excessively time-
consuming occupations. More equitable treatmentraace family-sensitive social policies and
supports would likely facilitate women’s willingre$o consider a wide variety of occupational

choices.

Gender inequality in academic employment

Gender is embedded in the structure of academaersrlt is important to understand gender
inequality in academia by identifying and attemgtito explain differential time allocation
preferences, behaviours, and mismatches. It wasnadxd that women faculty report preferring
to spend a larger percentage of their workweeleanhing and a smaller percentage on research,
although these preferences are themselves shapegkernered opportunities. A study also
indicate that research and teaching time allocati@fierences are shaped by the features of the
institutions in which men and women are locatedis T$uggests that gender-differentiated
preferences may in part reflect the constraints aoface in obtaining positions comparable to
those of men.

Legal system and Gender discrimination in India

The role of constitution in ensuring gender justigbeing recognized in modern times. It is most
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appropriate that the supreme law of the land sha#dningfully address the woman question
and respond to the challenges by stimulating thelevlegal system towards a greater concern
for, and protection of women.However the courts camtainly go beyond mere legality
insulating women against injustice suffered duebitdogical and sociological factors. Indian
judiciary has been very sensitive to women and woneéated issues. The Apex Court of India
took special interest in discharging its legal aondstitutional obligations and safeguarding the
interests of women in changing situation and sat@¢mands. Article 14 of the Constitution of
India ensures to Women the right to equality andickr 15(1) specifically prohibit
discrimination on the basis of sex, and article3)pfovides for affirmative and positive action
in favour of women by empowering the state to mgjxecial provisions for them. Article 16 of
the Constitution provides for equality of opportynto all, in matters relating to public
employment or appointment to any office and speallfy forbids discrimination inter-alia on the
ground of sex. These articles are all justiciabld &rm the basis of our legal-constitutional

edifice.

Our natural obligation to renounce practices detimgato the dignity of women has been
elevated to the status of fundamental duty by Aatlel-A. The directive principles of State
policy contained in Part IV of the Constitutionett the State to protect human rights of women
including right to equal pay for equal work, thght to health and work in hygienic conditions,
right to maternity benefits, and respect for inédional conventions have significant value in

building the corpus of constitutional feminism.

Although these principles are strictly not justide the Supreme Court of India, through its
judicial activism, has infused dynamism into thesen-justiciable provisions and issued
directions to the state to implement them. The &rd 74th Amendments (1993) to the Indian
Constitution have served as a major breakthrouglarts enhancing the women’s participation

in democratic process.

The Supreme Court iMuthamma v. Union of India andAir India v Nargesh Mirza struck
down discriminatory service conditions requiringnfde employees to obtain government
permission before marriage and denying marriedpgagnant women the right to be employed.
In Vishaka v. State of Rajasthanthe Supreme Court observed that Equality in emmpkayt can
be seriously impaired when women are subjectedetalgy-specific violence, such as sexual

harassment in the workplace. And therefore issugdefines to ensure women have equal
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working conditions and are protected from sexuah$sment. Interpretation of the Guardianship
law in the light of Article 15 by the Supreme CountGithal Hariharan v. Reserev Bank of

India could equate the position of mother to that dié¢ain the matter of guardianship.

International treaties and conventions

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (194&ffieming faith in the fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human persand in the equal rights of men and women,
contemplated the entitlement of all cherished fomesl to all human beings without any
distinction of any kind, including discriminatioraged on sex. The International Covenant of
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966 and limernational Covenant of Social and
Political Rights, 1966 lay stress on equality betwenen and women. The Covenant on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Againstvomen (CEDAW), 1979 is the United
Nations' landmark treaty marking the struggle foonwen's rights. The Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence Against Women (1993) is antprehensive statement of international
standards with regard to the protection of wom@mfiiolence. The Declaration sets out the
international norms which States have recognisedeasg fundamental in the struggle to
eliminate all forms of violence against women. Agyave or systematic violations" are liable to

be inquired into and penalised ever since the @ptiBrotocol of December 2000.

Conclusion

It is beyond doubt that the gender discriminat®existence for long time. The education sector
could certainly play a pivotal role in eliminatitigis gender inequality. It is very much essential
to bring awareness among people about the berfefierader equality. It is important to know
that the inclusion of the concept of gender eqguaftthe curriculum and making of laws to
remove gender inequality have significant impactios need to achieve constitutional goal of
establishing egalitarian society. Ultimately, itle change in social mindset and involvement of

all sections of society is required to achievedhds.
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Abstract

A country needs to empower its citizens to ensustgable growth and development. A nation
can progress well when it takes concrete steps rsvanclusive growth. When we talk of
development of a country the contribution of hdlite population cannot be overlooked. The
women are struggling with numerous physical, ecaoprmocial and psychological issues
affecting its pace of development. Developing a@esiike India are facing a dual burden of
malnutrition affecting its economy. Due to manyldmecal factors, women are more prone to a
number of diseases. The poorer section of socetguiffering from under nutrition and
consequences on one hand and over nutrition leattingany life style diseases on the other
hand. Women often deal with work pressure, higligperance job profiles and maintain a
social life. Increased burden due to multi taskiadeading to psychological problems among
women.Poor uneducated women of our society succumb tty eaarriages, poor nutrition,
repeated pregnancies and higher mortality levelse $ struggling with gender inequality,
abuse, oppression and rejection. There is a neextlgpt a holistic approach in understanding
various issues and addressing the constraints fpogmar women in achieving and maintaining
optimum health. Physical, economic, social empowatmof women will surely enable them to
contribute towards a healthy society and nation awthieving our millennium development

goals.

Introduction:

India ranks a lowly 131 in the Human Developmemteba of 2017 (UNDP, 2017). Our country
has made considerable progress since independssa®mic reforms and liberalization leading
to strong economic growth, increased exports addaed inflation; growing and transforming at

a very fast pace. A country needs to empower iigecis to ensure sustainable growth and
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development. The fairer sex of our nation is gtng with numerous physical, economic,
social and psychological issues affecting its pafodevelopment. A report commissioned by the
United Nations Resident coordinator in India titl®domen in India: How Free? How Equal?’
had raised several thought provoking facts conogrthie status of women in India. The social
and economic status of women directly affects thedal freedom and expected contribution
towards nation building and developmental goalseitmealth , socioeconomic status and
contribution towards society is therefore of greslevanceespecially in the light of the fact
where the women are at the receiving end of a nuwideealth, economic and social problems.

Health and Nutritional Status of Indian Women

Women'’s health concern is influenced by a matrixntérrelated biological, social and cultural
factors.

Though there has been tremendous improvement iny rhaalth indicators in our country
impacting overall wellbeing of women and their famistill there is a lot of scope for
improvement in various health issues affecting Health of women. The WorldHealth
Organization (WHO) definetiealth in its broader sense in its 1948 constitution astate of
complete physical, mental, and social well-beingl ot merely the absence of disease or
infirmity."

Women in our country are influenced by a numbefaofors which have a negative influence on
their overall health and hinder the growth and peosy of their family, community and the

nation. Some important health issues are:

Physical health:

Declining Child Sex Ratio reflects the imbalancewsen the number of girls and boys and
points towards both, pre-birth discrimination mastked through gender biased sex selection,
and post birth discrimination against girls. Sel/eemsons are attributed to the decline in the
number of girls — neglect of the girl child, highatarnal mortality, female infanticide and female
foeticide, Sex-selective abortions have been grefatilitated by the misuse of diagnostic
procedures. llliteracy, low socio-economic states]y age of marriage, poor sanitation, hygiene
and nutrition, poor access to health facilities @s® contributing factors of child and maternal
mortality.

Due to the involvement of biological factors, womem@ more prone to a number of diseases
resulting from sexual exposure of contracting séydeansmitted diseases where early marriage
and burden of childbirth compounds their physiatagiproblems. NFSH 4 data shows that
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22.9% of women less than 25 years are having |@Mir(less than 18.5). Pregnant adolescents,
especially underweight, are at greater risk ofauggicomplications such as obstructed labour and
other complications.

Indian women are usually vulnerable to poor nutntiespecially during pregnancy and lactation
owing to increased needs during this state. NFH84 ohdicates that 20.7% of females above
25 years are having critically lower BMI and onl$%2 of females have access to full antenatal
care. Many Epidemiological studies suggests that worldwide 50 percent of all pregnant
women are anaemic and same is trend shown in ooaléepopulation. Lack of awareness
regarding health care during pregnancy has a stirmpgct on health and birth outcomes for
both the mother and the infant.

Widespread nutrition deprivation among women pergiels an inter-generational cycle of
nutrition deprivation in children. This resultsanvicious circle where malnourished girls grow
up to become malnourished women and thereby gikirth to malnourished new generation.
Maternal malnutrition has been associated withneneased risk of maternal mortality and also
child birth defects too.

Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR), the number of womeho die from pregnancy-related causes
per 100,000 live births, stands at 167 in our cgunthe lack of maternal health contributes to
the economic disparities of mothers and their céiid

Developing countries like India are facing a duatden of malnutrition affecting its economy.
The poorer section of society is suffering from emndutrition and resulting consequences on one
hand and over nutrition leading to many life stglseases on the other hand. Epidemiological
studies indicate that women of all age groups aféeisng from many non- communicable
diseases creating additional burdens on the resswfacdeveloping countries.

Mental Health:

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), degsien will become the second largest
illness in terms of morbidity by 2020. Multitaskimgnd women go hand-in-hand. Women often
deal with work pressure, high-performance job pesfand maintaining a social life. The burden
and stress of handling this together can lead yohmsogical problems among women.

In the present scenario of under diagnosed, uetlezdses of females suffering from depression,
Women is struggling with mental issues owing tdklat awareness, stigma, ignorance by their
spouses or children or both, disadvantaged posifiamomen, multiple roles, increased levels of

stress, and domestic violence etc.
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Therefore, it is important to understand the meimlth issues. It becomes all the more
important in the case of women, since they have trends full with biological changes along

with the added responsibility of home and work.

Social health:

Ours is a patriarchal society. The power to gowerd the authority still lie in the hands of male
head of the household in most of the middle andetoglass families. ‘Mannu Samriti’, In our
ancient literature, Mannu considered women alwaydeu domination of man. This oppression
followed a lot of reforms to uplift the status obmen. Now in modern India, there has been
tremendous improvement in status of women and shey® equal rights, freedom and
privileges. She is motivated to get education, géts and thus becoming economically
independent. A modern woman is actively participgin politics too. We had a women PM as
well as women President in India and proud to $et tve now have a women as Foreign
minister and first time ever as Defence Minister.

Even after improvement of women’s status in socibgy are still exploited, many legislatures
are passed in favour of women but the poor illieraomen are either not aware or social
inhibitions come in their way. They are still agtreceiving end of sexual harassment, domestic
violence, dowry deaths, rapes etc.

In many so-called modern families, females areeddpnt upon their spouses despite being
more educated. Educated wives are preferred foagiag the household duties, looking after
kids and elders.

Wall street Journal had coined the term ‘glassragito refer to apparent barriers that prevent
from reaching the top hierarchy that still holdetrbbarring a few exceptional cases where women
succeeded in realizing their dreams and acquingdipal and psychological freedom . Women
generally suffer discrimination and harassment @aflg non-traditional occupations. Majority
of women earn less than men, have less accesggbgious and well paid occupations despite
being equal in all respects. There are ample cassgxual exploitation too which make the
journey of a woman difficult and scary.

Another social problem is Domestic violence afifegia large number of females. As per reports
of India National Family Health Survey 4, around@Jcent of all women reported having been
the victims of physical violence in the last 12 rienout of which 3.3% reported spousal
violence during pregnancy. However, the actual nremdf victims may be much higher. This
issue of domestic violence is considered 'behindesdoors’ issue, leads to broken families,

trauma and psychological problems.
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Conclusion:

Healthy and empowered of citizens is a very impuriadex of health of a nation, which
contributes to human wellbeing and economic growthere is need to understand the whole
scenario and addressing the gender, class or etlismarities that exist in our society.
Government should take necessary actions and fatedffective policies to improve the
literacy rate , quality education as well as tovmle adequate employment opportunities for
women.

The government can also improve the health stdtwgomen by strengthening and expanding
essential health services as well as by frequamtsmlling. Ensuring women’s control over their
own fertility can boost the pace of economic groaiad development.

There is a need to create an atmosphere where anvfeels safe and secure while stepping out
of her house and the bad elements should be dehliran hand.

It can be concluded that healthy and empowered worae contribute to better-educated and

more productive societies.
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Introduction

Domestic violence is a global problem. It undermsitiee value of a women as an individual and
denies her the dignity of a human being. It, thenef is a serious human rights violation.
Domestic violence is a series of repeated abustvior which affects women's participation
in public and private spheres. It also harms a wosnahysical, mental, psychological and sexual
well being. Taking serious note of it, countriesridwide, irrespective of their social, economic
and political status are formulating legislativéusions to curb the menace. Domestic violence,
until few years back, was a limited area of study avas seen purely in the light of marital
discord between husband and wife in a householdigder, with international agencies like UN
and State agencies coming into picture, the paaref domestic violence has undergone a
change and now it is being widely considered asrm$s gender . Sincere effort is needed to
build sensitivity and create awareness among iddals and agencies about it. The paper is
based on theoretical research and begins by intheguhe concepts of domestic violence and
important players involved in it. The paper maifdguses on various facets of domesti violence,
The paper concludes by discussing briefly the dmnion and role played by civil society

groups in India towards the issue

Sexual harassment is the most disturbing, threagerand violating form of violence against

women. In all areas of life women are

Types of Domestic Violence
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Sexual Harassment

Overthrown and suppressed by men with their powdrraasculine behavior. In media one such
case is reported every week and so many womenuamdopvn to knees with embarrassment and
depression. Apart from the known reports on med&e are many hidden and thrown away
cases where the dignity of a woman is squeezedbthie soul and they are left with deep

psychological marks.

There are various forms of sexual harassment ingudhe quid pro quo, hostile work
environment, and violation of human rights. Quid guo is a Latin term that means exchange of
goods or services in equal amount or degree. Asetine implies, it is a form of harassment that
seeks sexual favors in return of work benefits pkemotion, less pressurized work, and increase
of salary. This is the most explicit kind of bel@vin the modern era where many consent the
proposal in order to quench their need of moneysdatiis. Hostile work environment is a more
persistent form wherein physical contact, starihngvamen, uncivilized remarks, and indecent
images make the environment worst and hostile tckwa Violation of human rights directly
caters to any kind of acts that defines sexualdsanant, rape, and sexual abuse. With all this

how can be woman be free and secure in her owntig&un

Female Feticide

Female feticide is truly a curse on the Indian etyciThere is known belief and saying that child
is a gift of God but does everyone take it as & gifes, people do consider it as a gift but only if
that happens to be a boy. The joy of parenthooel,etimotion attached to the gift, and the
blessing parents feel are all lost and vanishedhwhe child happens to be girl. If child is a gift
or a blessing then why girls are not considered thesame?
The private fetal sex determination facility wasowm to establish first in Haryana, Punjab, and
Delhi where such cases have much higher rate tmataer state in the country. It's even more
alarming to know that the rate of abortion or feenf@ticide is more in urban areas than in rural
areas and villages. This means even educated waiided people are significantly contributing

to the issue.

Violence at Home
A violent display at home or display of anger istdrbing for the entire household. With
education, life style and exposure, this kind @lemnt exhibition is less. But there are certain

cases of high profile lives which go on silentlythvdomestic violence.
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With children or elderly person in the householta tamily experiences jumbled emotions.
What eventually happens is that the children acteptform of behavior in life and go on with a
lot of low self esteem. The therapy session is atrfar the abusive person and much needed for
the victim too. The past occurrences stigmatizendividual and dwarf their social position. A
woman is well protected by the Indian domesticemmale act. But the violence at home needs to

end inorder to allow growth of all individuals inet family.

Protection against Domestic violenc&he Indian law has several stipulations to proteminen
against domestic violence. But the idea of leadrsstuation and doing something about the
future is totally a women'’s initiative. A socialltwre surely rules our mind but at the same time
it is imperative to make a bold step about livirggppily and not dangerously. The Law has made
provisions to include as many possibilities of pbgsabuse and mental trauma and penalize the

abuser. The aggrieved must make use of the sameoamplerate during times of questioning.

Many shelter homes and NGO'’s work towards womerfianel Equipping ourselves with
education, acquiring a skill, working for a deckvihg enables us to be upright and realize our
self worth. Hence it is essential to understanddbal angle, comprehend the same and apply
where there is injustice. Harassment for dowrynigardonable by law. The asking of dowry

itself is an offence and stipulations in legal terane mentioned in the act.

Laws against domestic violence in IndiaThe special laws for women protect her integritgt an
safety. The victim is given reprieve under varisastions. During the time of court hearing,
assistance is given for preparing the documentditwmgl a case. The children are given safety as
custody immediately is passed to the mother. Thenaludes physical violence related to
shaking, punching with fists, throwing or pushingai violent manner. It includes physical harm
with an object. The stipulations in the sexual emme also include forcible sex or unnatural sex

which is done with force.

The percentage of women having been slapped, pmched is very common. As the
occurrence may nhot be continual or routine, theeldo not wish to complain. Besides financial
insecurity and social stigma does not help themdrk it out. Moreover Indian women do face
social stigma easily and hence remain submissim@o$ domestic violence includes burns,

forcible injections for drugs, electric shocks enteaning her modesty..
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Various studies reveal that the real Indian wonsagassily subjected to pressure to work out her

marriage. This results in bearing the abuse syefitie law has provided mental abuse cases and

gives punishment for threatening, using abusivguage, hailing insults and passing remarks
that are demeaning about her personality. Hunolmatif women in domestic set up is not
tolerated by law. Accepting abuse like wife beaimgist treated as normal about marriage in

many cultures and hence the women do not repodatine.
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Abstract The paper brings to limelight the most prevalém of violence against females’
worldwide i.e. domestic violence. Given the submaté status to women, much of gender
violence is considered normal and enjoys sociatBan. Domestic violence against females is
a serious public health concern in every commuaityt culture. It has drawn attention from the
medical community because it has a negative anthhurimpact on the mental, physical and
social health of females. This is not a presenbfam rather it has its deep roots inserted since
centuries when women of India remained within ther fwalls of their household and their
dependence on men folk was total and is facedlalé in one or another way. It is highly
prevalent in India and the women usually try toehid The problem of violence against women
is a result of a long standing power imbalance lesmvmen and women . The paper highlights
the consequences and forms of domestic violencehangitiable condition of women suffering
in the hands of males irrespective of power, posiand independence. The cry is still unheard
as it is dumped in the four walls of fake honoud @restige issues. Additionally, the females are
reluctant to disclose information they consider fiadential and intimate which in turn is raising

the confidence of men for this inappropriate bebawi

Keywords Domestic Violence, Power and Control Wheel, Rtalsaggression, psychological

violence, sexual abuse, brutality.

Domestic Violence
Women throughout the world have been accorded |®staus than men. Domestic violence
occurs between people in an intimate relationshgstnoften directed towards women. It is a

condition faced by almost every woman irrespeabifvtheir culture, religion, class and ethnicity.
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The intensity or form may differ but this is a plile truth that in the contemporary world too
women are suffering from this issue mainly throdiggir male counterparts or their families in
one way or another. Domestic violence can take mfanys, including emotional, sexual,
physical abuse and threats of abuse. It is all apower and control. The Power and Control
Wheel is based on the assumption that the purpiothee aiolence is to have power and control
over a partner. The Power and Control Wheel dessrthe different tactics an abuser uses to

maintain power and control over his/her partner.

Since times immortal females were struggling feetfom and liberation, sobbing of woman in
the dark room is gone unheard. The reason behoidnde among rural women still continues to
be dowry while among urban women is their indepahgétus. In this contemporary era, they
have become aware of their rights, their suppregsedier role and secondary status in the
society. Today's woman is ready to rebel againstitijustice in economic power distribution.
She needs a change in her gender role assignest toytthe society. In this Zicentury where
women have marked their niche in every field butsititiable that society till today is not
allowing woman to exist without man, with her héwd high. As said by Darwin ‘the survival
of the fittest’ in this world goes; women will hate shed their weakness, only then her survival
is assured and will generate a new aura of indepw®d and liberation for the coming

generations.

Generally the persona of woman falls under thegectdes: gentle, meek, weak while the
attributes of independence, confidence and streagthassociated with males. Since times
immortal, a woman is considered as someone’s dagghtother, sister, wife never as an
independent ‘'SHE’'. They are considered incapablangfdecision making irrespective of their
capabilities, religion, status, age, religion, oaélity and education. As soon as, the girl crosses
the threshold of puberty, her unmarried status imesoa matter of concern for her family and the
world at large. It is a tacit understanding in sbgi women should get married first, career or no
career is the second choice. In India every youn glestiny is to find a man, bind herself to
domesticity, motherhood and kitchen. Her independeget trampled under the gigantic foot of
marriage.

The notion of single women is like a jingle thatrgal. She has to remain under the roof of father
husband or son throughout her life i.e. childhoadillthood and old age. It is because of this

shelter taking that she has to remain subordinadecannot taste independence and freedom.
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R.K. Narayan’s “The Dark Room” also symbolizes anvem’s unconscious mind where her
desires, yearnings, aspirations and repressionduanged into the dark corner of the heart as the
useless articles are dumped into the store of tlusén The dark room is a retreat for a woman
who fights on several fronts and after getting defeetires here. There is no other place to go.
This is the main issue. Had she been empowereddyetonomic machinery, had she been
allowed to live her life independently without tgiknot with a man, then there would not be any
turn back or sufferance. It is only social pressuttgat drag her into quagmire of insults and
injuries at the hands of males.

People think an educated urban woman leads a héppyput no one knows what's going on
behind closed doors. These women from decent backdgs are treated with brutality by their
husband and in-laws for trying to create their ademtity. Major reasons for violence faced by
woman in marriage are triggered by jealousy, inggcand ego. In many cases, parents of
women are not supportive. They want them to entheeiolence and call it a personal matter or

a passing phase,” said Sarika Sinha of Action Aidt tvolunteers activities of OSCC.

It is unfortunate that in the cultural milieu ofdia, a female is not allowed to think
independently of herself without the protectivelkbé parental or in-laws family. The woman
who does not wish to be a full time homemaker aturar gets scant cultural support. On the
other hand, a woman with husband, home and fanafivels due respect from all segments of
society. In Indian set up even a working womanasas free as her western counterpart is. She
is not able to take her own decisions and not amecharge of her income. She is always
controlled by male authority in the form of fathbrpther, husband or lover. It is so painful that
Indian woman is unable to fight her cause. Socatiture and traditions always pose a threat to
her deviation from her norms. She is unable toeaaha valuable kind of independence —to be a
complete body rather than be an Ardhangini.

The status of a woman in Indian economy is a sopacadox. On the other hand, she is at the
peak of ladder of success but on the other harelfegtes discrimination, violence and injustice
by the family, society and in working sector aslwdlolence against woman is a manifestation
of the historically unequal power relations betwemen and woman, which have led to
domination over and discrimination against womannisn and to the prevention of women’s

full advancement.
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Forms of Domestic Violence

The forms of violence common are slapping, teahag, pushing and pulling, kicking, hitting
with an object, attempting to strangulate and tter@ag. Forms of psychological abuse like
verbal abuse, sarcastic remarks in the presenamtsiders, imposing severe restrictions on
freedom of movement, totally ignoring the wife iaatsion-making processes, making frequent
complaints against her to her parents, friendsremghbors. Rape and Sexual Abuse is another
brutal form of violence. It is commonly believedcattwomen if married are safe in our society.
But if the monster prevails in her family itselfould be rather very difficult for her to escape.
Rape or sexual abuse can be committed by thewetatiamily friends on helpless women. The
practice of demanding dowry however, still prevailsmany sections of the society and is
probably the main cause of domestic violence indnghere the husband along with his parents
and relative tortures his wife for money. A closa@relation between domestic violence and
suicide has been established based on studiediay Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Torture during
Pregnancy is one of the in humane tortures evemaly increase the chance of miscarriage,
infection, pre mature birth and sometimes deatih@baby. Forced Prostitution or other kinds of
commercial exploitation by male husband or parentmnother kind of violence against women
reported worldwide. Women are tricked or forcedgir husbands and relatives for money for
prostitution. A practice exists in India where yguwomen and girls are donated to serve a
temple and very often end up being prostitutedeaently in 2017 happened in Punjab by the
head of Dera Sacha Sauda,Sirsa (Punjab). Murdlee isruelest from of women violence.

Consequences of Domestic Violence

Domestic violence is associated with untreatecdfy chronic pelvic pain, sexually transmitted
infections, and depression experienced during &buslationship. Violence against women is
common and has gynecological health effects; tbhezefscreening for domestic violence in
health care settings, and providing health educati@terials to clients improved women’s
health outcomes. In addition to seeking assistémcenedical problems, injuries, obstetrical or
gynecologic problems, domestic violence victim®asek assistance for psychiatric symptoms.
Domestic violence has many other negative consegseffor its victims. Physical health
outcomes included injury (e.g., laceration, fraetyrand internal organs injury), unwanted
pregnancy, gynecological problems, and sexuallystratted infections including HIV/AIDS.
Other physical health outcomes included miscarriabgeonic pelvic pain, headaches, permanent

disabilities, asthma, irritable bowel syndrome, aetf-injurious behaviors, such as smoking and
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unprotected sexual activity.

Domestic violence has severe emotional and physigalications for women. Emotional health
consequences of abuse include depression and rnaosbatic stress disorder, both of which
fundamentally affect the quality of a woman'’s ddifg and can require long-term counseling
and group therapy to overcome. Women who experiabase exhibit higher rates of substance
abuse, suicide attempts, visits to the emergenpgrtitaent, and physical symptoms including
poor appetite, bruising, vaginal discharge, abdamand pelvic pain, diarrhea, breast pain,
headaches, chest pain, dyspnea, and insomnia f(¢m®leAgainst Women: Effects On
Reproductive Health, 2002).

Conclusion

Preventing domestic violence/intimate partner \nokerequires forward thinking, long term, and
sustained efforts to achieve positive social chafige involvement of many sectors working
together at community, national, and internatideatls is required. Families caught in domestic
violence need to seek help from professionals wigokaowledgeable about the dynamics of
domestic violence. Even if a domestic violencedeat occurred only once, the likelihood of

violence occurring again is extremely high.
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